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What’s new and trending in Western Australia – 2021  
 
Australia’s largest State continues to welcome a mix of exciting new projects, products and 
experiences. Below is a comprehensive rundown of what’s new and what will be trending in 
Western Australia (WA) for the year ahead. 
 
Perth hotel developments 
Perth continues to offer a number of new and refurbished properties that have opened in the CBD 
and surrounding urban and coastal areas.  
 
Offering spectacular views over the Swan River and Perth city skyline, DoubleTree by Hilton 
Perth Waterfront opened its doors in December 2020. Located adjacent to the Elizabeth Quay 
precinct, the 229-room hotel spans 18 floors, and includes an outdoor infinity pool with views over 
the Swan River, meeting and event spaces and a fitness centre. The food and beverage offerings 
include Reel Kitchen – with an open kitchen concept showcasing fresh, seasonal WA produce and 
seafood; Oar Bistro, a deli and bakery located on the boardwalk; and 18 Knots Rooftop bar. 
Located on the 18th floor, the rooftop venue offers breathtaking and uninterrupted 360-views of the 
Swan River and Perth city. 
 
Perth’s Parmelia Hilton hotel has recently undergone a $45 million transformation. The iconic 53-
year old hotel has a new-look, and features completely touchless Digital Key technology. Some of 
the works carried out include a complete revitalisation of the hotel lobby – featuring locally inspired 
design and artwork, the addition of 32 new rooms and an executive lounge, refurbishment of the 
restaurant, and an integrated thoroughfare connecting the hotel lobby to the Brookfield Place 
precinct. 
 
The inner-city suburb of Subiaco welcomed its first lifestyle hotel, with the opening of Vibe Hotel 
Subiaco in October 2020. The 168-room hotel features a rooftop pool, gym, conference space, 
versatile guest rooms that can be transformed into three-bedroom suites, St Marks Road Co. 
eatery on the ground floor, and alfresco dining at the rooftop Storehouse Restaurant and Bar, 
offering 360 degree views over Perth city and Kings Park. 
 
In October 2020 Rottnest Island welcomed its first boutique luxury accommodation offering, 
Samphire Rottnest. Named after the native samphire plants found on the island, and set within 
the natural habitat of the A-Class Reserve, the hotel embraces the essence of Rottnest and 
encourages guests to immerse themselves in the natural elements and feel the sand beyond their 
toes. Ideally situated on Thomson Bay next door to the iconic Hotel Rottnest, the 80-room 
architecturally designed accommodation offers 64 generous guest rooms and 16 spacious rooms 
positioned at the front, all with private balconies. The development also includes lagoon-like pools, 
catering to adults and children with day beds and umbrellas. Dining options include Lontara, which 
is inspired by South East Asia combined with the finest produce from WA’s land and sea, Hotel 
Rottnest, which is just next door, The Beach Club and Bayside Bar. Hotel Rottnest will also receive 
a refresh to allow it to morph seamlessly with the new development.  
 
Fremantle’s iconic heritage-listed Warder’s Cottages, located next door to the Fremantle Markets, 
has undergone a stunning restoration and reopened as the Warders Hotel in November 2020. 
Occupying the old limestone cottages, the historic rooms of the small boutique hotel have been 
brought back to the original timbers and stonework, and are finished off with luxury features and 
furniture. Guests have direct access to small corner bar Gimlet, for breakfast, snacks and evening 
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drinks – or they can adventure into Emily Taylor, an Asian-inspired kitchen and bar located in the 
courtyard.   
 
Located in the heart of the picturesque Avon Valley region, Northam is a tranquil town located a 
1.5-hour drive north-east of Perth. In mid-2020, the region welcomed the complete revitalisation of 
the former Shamrock Hotel – which is now a boutique property known as the Farmers’ Home 
Hotel. Developed by Nigel Oakley of the Dome Group, whose hotel portfolio also includes the 
impressive Premier Mill Hotel in Katanning, Farmers’ Home Hotel brings to life the hotel and town’s 
history and character for the community and visitors.    
 
Since 2012, 49 new or redeveloped hotels have opened in and around Perth, adding 6,669 new 
rooms to the local market, with names such as The Ritz-Carlton, The Westin, COMO The 
Treasury, Crown Towers, QT, DoubleTree by Hilton, Ibis Styles and Vibe among the mix.  
 
Celebrating Perth’s culture and heritage 
The spectacular new WA Museum Boola Bardip opened at the Perth Cultural Centre on 
November 21, 2020. The $400 million project will act as a gateway to explore all of WA, using 
state-of-the-art technology and innovative display methods. Created with a ‘people first’ approach, 
more than 50,000 people have contributed their thoughts to the development of the museum’s 
exhibitions and programs. Woven throughout the museum are the stories and perspectives of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. With the new build almost four times bigger than the 
previous WA Museum, there’s nearly 6,000-square metres of gallery space, including a 1,000-
square metre space to stage large-scale, special exhibitions. The new WA Museum Boola Bardip 
includes the restoration of heritage buildings, construction of a new building, a public art project 
and the design, production and installation of museum content – including a much-loved 24-metre 
blue whale skeleton. International design practices HASSELL + OMA joined forces with Multiplex 
to lead the design for the highly anticipated new museum. 
 
Also at the Perth Cultural Centre, the Art Gallery of WA’s rooftop is set to transform into a multi-
use gallery space and rooftop venue – bringing art and entertainment together against Perth’s city 
skyline. Due to open in 2021, the redevelopment project – Elevate – will create the largest, 
commercially-available rooftop venue in Perth, accommodating up to 500 people. The new rooftop 
will feature an open-air sculpture walk, a new internal gallery space for exhibitions and events, and 
two outdoor multi-purpose spaces with stunning views of the city. The centrepiece of the rooftop 
will be a new 34-metre contemporary Aboriginal art piece by Nyoongar/Minang artist Christopher 
Pease, which will wrap around one-third of the rooftop wall.  
 
A once-in-a-generation redevelopment of Fremantle’s Kings Square will see the civic heart of 
Perth’s port city transformed into a vibrant cultural and commercial hub. The project will comprise 
retail and dining experiences, five-star green star commercial spaces, and a revamped city square 
with a range of public facilities. The precinct will have an energy efficient design, with the use of 
renewable energy and water saving technologies. At the heart of the hub is FOMO – a coordinated 
redevelopment of the former Myer and Queensgate buildings. The commercial space will be a 
contemporary laneway retail and dining destination, providing visitors with a space to sit, walk and 
engage. Due for completion in 2021, the buildings and public spaces are intended to fit the unique 
character and history of Kings Square, enhancing the heritage values of the nearby Fremantle 
Town Hall and church. 
 
New tours and attractions in Perth  
Perth’s Matagarup Bride is the centrepiece for an iconic new adventure tourism attraction - the 
Matagarup Bridge Zip+Climb, which opened in January 2021. Guests can climb the 314 steps to 
reach the bridge’s 72-metre-high Sky View platform – offering stunning 360-degree views over the 
city, Swan River and Optus Stadium. By mid-2021, adventure seekers will be able to zip-line from 
the launch platform of the bridge, 400 metres across the Swan River to a landing platform in 
Burswood Park. Completed in 2018, the Matagarup Bridge provides pedestrian access over the 
Swan River, from East Perth to the Optus Stadium precinct. 
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Perth’s Optus Stadium has also recently welcomed the opening of an exciting new tour experience 
– the HALO Rooftop Climb. Guests can climb the 78 steps up to the roof of the stadium on a 
guided tour and experience the stunning city views, take in a bird’s-eye view of the field of play, 
and sit in seats 42 metres above the ground.  
 
Visitors can now also experience the Swan River from a fun and unique perspective thanks to the 
introduction of two new waterbiking tours. Perth Waterbike Adventures, departing from Matilda 
Bay, and Perth Waterbike Co, departing from South Perth, allow guests to safely pedal and glide 
across the Swan River, with a range of different tours on offer. Also complementing the new Swan 
River offerings is GoGo Active Tours’ new kayaking tours, which paddle along the Swan River 
and Canning River wetlands.  
 
Waterbiking is now also available in the coastal city of Mandurah. Visitors can cruise along the 
iconic canals and waterways, spotting resident bottlenose dolphins and a variety of birdlife, thanks 
to Mandurah Cruises’ latest new tour offering – Mandurah Waterbikes.  
 
Perth’s new food and drink offerings   
Even during these unprecedented times, Perth continues to welcome an influx of new hospitality 
venues across the city. Sitting on the banks of the Swan River, in the historic Old Swan Brewery 
site near Kings Park, Cooee is set to be a new landmark WA restaurant. Led by Michelin-star 
veteran chef Alan Wise, the menu celebrates WA’s rich abundance of local produce. Cooee 
opened in November 2020, and can accommodate around 125 diners for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner.   
 
Due to open this year is Pirate Life Perth, a new 1,000 person brew-pub, which will be the first 
WA venue for the South Australian brewery. Located on Murray Street in Perth’s CBD, the multi-
storey space will house three bars and two kitchens catering to casual bar bites and restaurant 
meals, in addition to brewing almost all of Pirate Life’s main beers on-site.  
 
The historic Victoria Quay A Shed at Fremantle Harbour will soon house a new brewery, with 
leading Perth craft brewer Gage Roads Brewing set to open its first public-facing venue. Due to 
open late-2021, the family-friendly venue will include a microbrewery, restaurant and bar, a 
children’s play area, and al fresco seating overlooking the strip of ocean between Fremantle and 
Rottnest Island from which Gage Roads took its name. This is the first project to be announced as 
part of Fremantle’s Victoria Quay revitalisation – which looks to develop the precinct into a major 
tourism and civic space. 
 
Fremantle has also welcomed a number of new boutique breweries and urban distilleries. Running 
with Thieves is a 1400-square-metre brewery and distillery, located in the historic Sealanes 
warehouse opposite the beach in South Fremantle. The 1400-square-metre facility produces a 
range of craft beers, premium spirits and craft cocktails, as well as a casual food menu. Calamity’s 
Rod is a new shipping container bar and brewery located next to the Hougoumont Hotel. The 
industrial-style venue, with an outdoor courtyard setting, offers a range of craft beers on tap, all 
brewed on-site, and a food menu provided by Emily Taylor restaurant in Fremantle. Republic of 
Fremantle is a new urban distillery crafting signature vodka and gin using innovative grape to 
glass distilling methods – sourcing wine from WA vineyards which is then double distilled in a 
custom-built copper still, located at the venue. The 100-seat bar and kitchen – with additional bar 
space to come in 2021 – offers tasting flights and a selection of small share plates and snacks 
 
Perth’s iconic Swan River recently welcomed the opening of its first permanent floating venue, The 
Raft. Catering for up to 250 people, the event space offers uninterrupted Perth city views, with 
access available via a private tender vessel, and is set to host a range of ticketed events 
throughout the year.   
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Outback adventures 
Visitors to Murujuga National Park in the Pilbara now have improved access to viewing culturally 
significant rock art, following the opening of a new walk trail and signage. The $1.3 million Ngajarli 
Trail helps showcase the national park’s array of rock art – with some estimated to be more than 
45,000 years old. Interpretive signage has also been added to educate visitors on the cultural 
importance of the area to traditional owners. The national park can be reached in a 30-minute drive 
from the city of Karratha. 
 
A new project at Ningaloo Lighthouse has been announced, with completion expected in 2023. 
Kerry Hill Architects has created the concept for an $85 million-dollar eco-focused resort, which will 
accommodate up to 550 guests across a mix of eco tents, villas, hotel rooms and caravan sites. 
Powered by renewable energy, the resort will use wastewater recycling, have no single-use 
plastics onsite and use a bio-digester, preventing 60 tonnes of food waste from going to landfill  
(and generating 10 tonnes of fertiliser) each year. Onsite facilities will include restaurants, bars, 
pools, spa, tennis courts and a shop.  
 
Nearby, guests can sign-up to a guided caving tour in Cape Range National Park with Ningaloo 
Underground. Tours are expected to commence in the first half of 2021, while humpback whale 
swimming trials will continue until 2023, with an expected transition to a licenced industry by 
2024. 
 
The Kimberley town of Kununurra has welcomed its first four-wheel-drive camper hire company 
in time for the 2021 season. RedSands Campers has opened its fifth depot location allowing 
travellers to do one-way road trips along the iconic Gibb River Road (with no one-way fees) and 
spend more time exploring Kununurra and surrounds, including Purnululu National Park and the 
Bungle Bungle Range, Lake Argyle and the Ord River.  
  
In WA’s Golden Outback, visitors to the region are being encouraged to discover their family 
connections to the Goldfields. Launched in partnership with the Eastern Goldfields Historical 
Society, the ancestry campaign offers Australians (and internationals) with a connection to WA’s 
Goldfields an opportunity to discover their family history. Known for its gold rush history and 
outback charm, it is estimated around 120,000 people from more than 30 countries flocked to the 
region to try their luck during the gold-rush era.  
 
Bird’s eye views 
The much-anticipated Kalbarri Skywalk officially opened in June 2020. Offering visitors 
breathtaking and uninterrupted views over Kalbarri National Park, the 100-metre high skywalk 
features two cantilevered viewing platforms that extend 25 and 17-metres beyond the rim of the 
Murchison River Gorge. Located at West Loop, the $24 million project also includes toilets, shade 
shelters, paths, wheelchair accessible viewing structures, visitor information, parking and an 
environmentally friendly kiosk. The facility also showcases the culture and stories of the Nanda 
Traditional Owners through interpretive and artistic elements. Kalbarri can be reached in a 6.5-hour 
drive north of Perth as part of a road trip along the ‘Coral Coast Highway’, or visitors can choose to 
take a one-hour flight to Geraldton, and reach Kalbarri in just under two-hours by car.  
 
In November 2020, leading WA aviation operator HeliSpirit began operating scenic helicopter 
flights in Esperance. The flights showcase the region’s spectacular coastline, including its sparkling 
blue waters and pristine white sand. Visitors are able to fly over Cape Le Grand National Park, and 
get a bird’s eye view of the iconic Lake Hillier (pink lake) at Middle Island, and can also land at 
Middle Island for a guided walk around the lake. Other tour options include helicopter transfers to 
Woody Island for guided or self-guided tours. The tours are seasonal and will generally run from 
October to April.  
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Regional access and infrastructure 
Access to Aboriginal experiences dotted along the Dampier Peninsula coastline in WA’s Kimberley 
region is now easier, thanks to the sealing of Cape Leveque Road between Broome Highway 
and Beagle Bay, completed in November 2020. The sealed road provides all weather access to the 
north of Dampier Peninsula, improving safety and reducing commercial transport costs. The 
peninsula has one of the highest concentrations of Aboriginal-owned tourism businesses in 
Australia, including the award-winning wilderness property Kooljaman at Cape Leveque, and is 
also home to Australia’s oldest operating pearl farm, Cygnet Bay. 
 
The peninsula road upgrades will also include sealing the tracks into Kooljaman at Cape Leveque 
and the Ardyaloon Hatchery, making both of these popular destinations fully accessible. These 
secondary roads will be completed in 2021. 
 
In 2021, the sixth Camping with Custodians campground will open at Djarindjin on the Dampier 
Peninsula. Owned and operated by the Djarindjin Community, the 37-site campground will be 
accessible directly off the newly sealed Cape Leveque Road, and will accommodate caravans as 
well as campers. 
 
A public transport service to the Dampier Peninsula – Bulingurr Transit – has commenced in 
Broome, departing three days a week and doing a circuit of the main tourist destinations along the 
northern end of Cape Leveque Road. Departing in the morning from the Broome Visitor Centre and 
Cable Beach bus stop, it then heads north along Cape Leveque Road stopping at various locations 
on the way, before returning to Broome in the late afternoon/early evening. Bilingurr Transit is an 
Aboriginal family-run business and opens up opportunities for visitors to travel between locations 
without a vehicle, and do short trips from Broome.  
 
Stage Two of Broome’s Chinatown Revitalisation Project has commenced, and is set for 
completion in June 2021. The $16.5 million project includes upgrades to the town’s heritage, retail 
and dining precinct, and will complement the works completed during Stage One on Dampier 
Terrace and Carnarvon Street. Broome’s Reddell Beach will undergo landscaping and 
redevelopments to increase visitor awareness of the destination and its cultural significance, while 
a new walkway and lookout will be constructed at Miluwindi Conservation Park, located off the 
Gibb River Road. 
 
Access to Millstream Chichester and Karijini National Park in the Pilbara is now easier following the 
near completion of road works to seal the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway, previously known as 
the Karratha-Tom Price Road. The fourth and final stage of road works will begin in 2022. 
Manuwarra translates as ‘heaps or masses’ and is the Yindjibarndi name for the place known as 
Red Dog Gorge, located within Millstream Chichester National Park. Red Dog was a kelpie/cattle 
dog well known for his travels through the vast Pilbara region. Since his passing in 1979, his story 
has been retold in feature films, poems and novels. 
 
Located in Stirling Range National Park, Bluff Knoll is the highest and most spectacular peak in 
the South West, sitting 1,098-metres above sea level. More than a third of the national park was 
impacted by a bushfire that started from multiple lightning strikes in late-2019/early-2020. 
  
Since then, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions’ Parks and Wildlife 
Service has spent four months working to repair the extensive damage to the Bluff Knoll Trail. 
More than 50-tonnes of material were brought in manually and by helicopter to replace all steps 
and water bars, while a new 5.5-metre pedestrian bridge has been installed about halfway along 
the trail. The height of the new steps has been decreased to make the trail easier to climb and 
more family-friendly. 
  
Since reopening in May 2020, a record numbers of visitors have hiked Bluff Knoll and last spring 
saw the biodiversity hotspot regenerate with wildflowers, including many endemic species.  
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South West openings 
The Great Southern city of Albany in WA’s South West will welcome a new hotel, due to open to 
the public in mid to late 2021. The Hilton Garden Inn Albany is the first Hilton Garden Inn signing 
in Australia and will be located on the waterfront next to Albany Entertainment Centre. The 108-
room hotel will be an affordable and comfortable accommodation choice, with the option of eight 
superior rooms and four corner suites, a fitness centre, three meeting rooms, a bar and a 
restaurant. Albany is located a 4.5-drive south of Perth, or a short one hour flight. 
 
Also in Albany, construction on a new landmark hotel at the iconic Middleton Beach is due to start 
in mid-2021. A buyer has been confirmed for the ocean-front site, and Seashells Hospitality Group 
confirmed as the operator. The new four-star plus hotel – Seashells Albany – will offer 80 to 100 
rooms with a choice of one and two-bedroom spacious and stylish suites. The hotel will also see 
the creation of beach-front food and beverage facilities.  
 
The world’s biggest dam mural has officially opened in the South West town of Collie. The 8,000 
square metre Wellington Dam mega-mural was painted by internationally-renowned Australian 
artist Guido van Helten, and is inspired by local stories and photographs which reflect the 
community. The mural – Reflections – is spread across the Wellington Dam wall within the 
Wellington National Park, just west of the Collie town centre, and represents how the waterways 
are culturally significant to both locals and visitors. The mural forms the centrepiece of the 
new Collie Mural Trail, an expansive outdoor art gallery connecting the dam with Collie’s town 
centre. The trail showcases the talents of over 30 Australian artists, including many Collie locals, 
with 40 murals currently included in the trail. 
 
In the Margaret River region, luxury hotel chain Marriott International will open a five-star resort. 
Due to open in 2023, the Westin Margaret River Resort & Spa will be located on the southern 
headland of Gnarabup Beach – offering pristine views over the Indian Ocean, and will include 120 
guest rooms, onsite dining venues, and meeting and event spaces.  
 
In the Southern Forests region, the town of Pemberton welcomed the opening of Jaspers Cabins 
in mid-2020. With three luxury, architecturally designed studio spaces, the cosy and energy-
efficient cabins accommodate up to two guests, with a king-sized bed, choice of pillows, 
kitchenette and a private deck with bike racks, with the Pemberton Mountain Bike Park just 800-
metres away. The onsite bar and restaurant, Jaspers Whisky Bar, offers a curated selection of 
whisky, with a restaurant menu that heroes local produce.  
 
Opening in spring 2021, Origins Market is set to be a landmark destination for both locals and 
visitors to Busselton in WA’s South West. Offering a space for growers, artists and creators in the 
region to showcase their produce and talent and engage with visitors, the market will also include a 
microbrewery, tastings, long-table dining, demonstrations, edible gardens and more. 
 
Another exciting addition to Busselton’s food and drink scene is Shelter Brewing Co, which 
opened to the public in late October, 2020. Situated on Busselton foreshore, the sustainably-
designed venue will feature 10.6-metre floor-to-ceiling windows that will capture the stunning views 
of Busselton Jetty and Geographe Bay. Licensed for up to 650 people, the brewery sits adjacent to 
the Busselton Visitors Centre, and will also house Shelter’s café, serving daily freshly brewed 
coffee.   
 
In the Great Southern region, the city of Albany has welcomed a new culinary and accommodation 
offering, Majuba Bistro and Majuba Country Lodge. Located centrally on York Street, Majuba 
Bistro’s menu is influenced by French and Spanish bistro-style cooking, and the lodge is a bespoke 
guesthouse offering two private suites, just out of Albany in Kalgan, overlooking Oyster Bay.  
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Hiking and biking in WA 
The outdoor adventure playground of Collie, nestled in the Darling Ranges in the State’s South 
West, is set to become a premier destination for mountain bike enthusiasts, following the 
completion of the Arklow mountain bike trail. Winding its way through the Arklow forest, the trail 
network totals 36-kilometres, with six kilometres of the trail built to accommodate hand cycles, 
allowing mountain bike riders with disabilities the opportunity to enjoy even more of the area. This 
includes the Arklow Adaptive - a 9.2 kilometre green loop that has been rated under the 
Australian Adaptive MTB Guidelines as Highly Accessible. Also underway in Collie is a Mural Trail, 
which will feature a number of murals throughout the town, including a centrepiece mural at the 
Wellington Dam.  
 
The town of Dwellingup in Perth’s Peel region is now home to WA’s first purpose-built trails 
centre, with the new Dwellingup Trails and Visitor Centre opening to the public in September 2020. 
Equipped with a bike wash area, hot showers and toilets, trails retail and equipment hire, it is a 
must-visit for those looking to experience the town’s range of mountain bike, walk, paddle, railway, 
four-wheel-drive and horse trails. The Dwellingup Adventure Trails project will deliver around 60-
kilometres of dedicated single-track mountain bike trails in and around the town, connected by the 
realignment of the Munda Biddi Trail.  
 
Further south is one of the State’s most popular natural attractions - the Cape to Cape Track, 
which runs for 135-kilometres from Cape Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin in the Margaret River region, 
and can be experienced on a guided and non-guided tour. The Bibbulmun Track is one of the 
world’s great long-distance walking trails, stretching 1,000 kilometres from the Perth Hills to the 
historic city of Albany, taking in towering forests, mist-shrouded valleys and coastal heathlands.  
 
Ecotourism  
The coastal city of Mandurah, located an easy one-hour drive south of Perth, has recently 
welcomed a number of new eco tours showcasing the region’s natural wonders, including Yalgorup 
National Park. Salt and Bush Eco Tours offer small group nature-based tours run by local 
professional naturalist guides Jamie and Sebastian Van Jones. Activities range from guided kayak 
and sailing kayak tours of the Peel-Harvey Estuary, and guided nature walks showcasing local 
wildflowers, birds and geology of the area.  
 
Ways to Nature is another new eco tour that explores the wetlands and wildlife of Mandurah’s 
Peel-Harvey estuary. Operated by local zoologist Sarah Wray, guests will enjoy a guided nature 
walk around the beautiful reserves of Mandurah’s internationally significant Peel-Yalgorup 
wetlands. 
 
In WA’s South West, Bike Swim Hike Dunsborough is a new tour operator offering scenic 
adventure tours showcasing the pristine Dunsborough coastline in the Margaret River region. 
Catering to a maximum of 10 people, the two-hour tours cover two diverse cycling legs, including a 
coastal hike spotting local flora and fauna, with the opportunity to swim at some of Dunsborough’s 
best beaches. 
 
Eco-friendly accommodation - Take in the tranquillity of stress-free (and guilt-free) camping at a 
number of sites across WA. Set among unspoilt environments, eco-friendly properties such as 
Forest Rise Eco Retreat, Eco Beach Broome, Karijini Eco Retreat and Faraway Bay feature 
sustainable materials and are designed to respect the surrounding pristine landscapes. There are 
also a number of minimal impact glamping sites located across WA’s regions, including Boogaloo 
Surf and Yoga Campsite and Olio Bello in Margaret River, Kooljaman at Cape Leveque, El 
Questro’s Emma Gorge Resort, Bungle Bungle Savannah Lodge in Purnululu National Park 
and Sal Salis Ningaloo Reef.  
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The Margaret River region has recently welcomed several new eco-friendly accommodation 
offerings. Barn Hives in Yallingup are architecturally designed, self-sustainable luxury eco-pods 
located next to Barnyard 1978 restaurant; Petit Eco Cabin is a single, architecturally designed 
timber cabin nestled into trees and overlooking the organic vineyards of Windows Estate winery; 
and Margaret River Heartland – a fourth-generation farm in the heart of the region – is now 
offering ‘off-the-grid’ accommodation in a weatherboard cottage or ‘glampavan.’ 
 
Nature’s calendar – WA’s calendar of nature-based event is one to admire. At World Heritage-
listed Ningaloo Reef in the State’s mid-north west, you can swim with the world’s largest fish, the 
gentle whale shark from March to July, as well as humpback whales during their annual 
migration between August and October. WA is home to one of the world’s biggest wildflower 
collections and you can enjoy the glorious carpets of colour and curious blooms for six months. 
The season begins in June in the north, and sweeps down the State to finish with a flurry on the 
south coast in November. WA also has one of the longest whale watching seasons in the world, 
with tours operating from May to December, from the Kimberley in the north to Esperance in the 
south. Humpback, southern right and the rare blue whale can be seen, as well as the Southern 
Hemisphere’s largest pod of orcas (killer whales) off Bremer Bay. WA boasts the largest 
population of humpback whales in the world – an estimated 30,000. 
 
Island hopping in WA 
Since being established as a national park in July 2019, the Abrolhos Islands has received a $10 
million funding boost to support sustainable tourism development, including significant 
infrastructure improvements over two years (2019 to 2021). Accessing one of WA’s most unique 
marine environments, located 60-kilometres off the coast of Geraldton, will soon be made easier 
thanks to the construction of two new jetties at East Wallabi and Beacon Islands, which are 
expected to be completed by early-2021. In addition, Abrolhos Adventures – operating from 
Geraldton – has introduced a new vessel to its fleet. Offering all-inclusive sightseeing day tours to 
the Abrolhos Islands, the new vessel reaches the islands in 80-minutes, as opposed to 2.5-hours 
on other vessels. 
 
In WA’s Golden Outback, Woody Island, located 15 kilometres off the coast off Esperance, now 
offers glamping tent accommodation on the island. Operated through Woody Island Eco Tours, 
the four new tents are all individually styled with decking and supreme ocean views.  
 
Cultural awakening  
The rich and unique culture of Australia’s Aboriginal people stretches back at least 50,000 years, 
making it the world’s oldest living culture. Across coastal, urban and outback WA, more than 100 
Aboriginal tourism operators proudly share their fascinating stories, distinctive cultures and 
traditional lands with visitors through a variety of authentic experiences, and the State continues to 
welcome a rise in the number of Aboriginal tourism operators wanting to share their culture.  
 
In Perth, Warrang-Bridil is a new walking tour that hopes to ‘close the gap’ on the knowledge and 
understanding of Nyoongar people’s heritage, as they share their culture with visitors while 
exploring the spectacular Derbal Yerrigan (Swan River) and Optus Stadium precinct. In the city of 
Bunbury in WA’s South West, Troy Bennell from Ngalang Wongi Aboriginal Cultural Tours 
weaves his cultural knowledge into an array of Dreamtime stories and whimsical yarns about 
traditional and contemporary Aboriginal life, sacred sites, the Nyoongar six seasons and Dolphin 
Dreaming – linking to Koombana Bay’s population of wild bottlenose dolphins. 
 
To celebrate WA’s rich culture, the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators 
Council (WAITOC) has launched a new Aboriginal Bushfood and Wildflower Trails brochure, 
helping readers discover medicinal, nutritional and cultural significance of some of WA’s plants and 
wildflowers, which Aboriginal people have known about for centuries.  
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Luxe tourism escapes 
Even in the wildest and most spectacular frontiers of outback WA you'll find the comforts of five-
star luxury. 
 
Luxury eco-retreat Sal Salis, located on the shores of Ningaloo Reef in the Cape Range National 
Park, received an upgrade in early 2020. Additions to the wilderness camp include a new lodge 
area featuring local art, refreshed beach furniture and pathways, and new luxury vehicles and golf 
buggies for guest transfers. Each of the 15 eco-luxe wilderness tents offers views of the 
surrounding bush and over the Indian Ocean. 
 
In the North West, small expedition cruises take you to one of the last true wilderness areas on 
earth. A selection of trusted charter companies provide the experience of a lifetime on-board its 
luxurious vessels, including True North Adventure Cruises, Kimberley Quest, The Great 
Escape Charter Company and Coral Expeditions. Visitors can immerse themselves in 
personalised activity-based itineraries, providing unparalleled access to stunning coastal 
environments.  
 
Aviation news 
WA’s regional destinations will receive a boost to local tourism thanks to the release of 50,000 
reduced flights between Perth and Broome, Kununurra and Exmouth. Slipping into Broome 
time, experiencing the magic of the Kimberley, or diving into the wonders of the World Heritage-
listed Ningaloo Reef will be more affordable, with Virgin Australia offering flights between Perth and 
Broome from $199 one-way for travel until October 30, 2021, while flights to Kununurra are on offer 
from $249 one-way between now and September 30, 2021, when purchased 21 days in advance. 
Qantas is also offering special one-way fares between Perth and Exmouth priced at $169 during 
high season (March 28 to October 30) when booked 45 days in advance. 
 
Aviation services have also been increased to regional areas, with Rex adding additional flights 
from Perth to Albany, Esperance, Carnarvon and Monkey Mia. Albany now receives 14 services a 
week from eight, while Esperance services have increased to 13 from eight. The Gascoyne region 
also has additional flights, with an increase from five to eight services weekly for Carnarvon, and 
an additional flight per week for Monkey Mia, taking it up to four weekly air services. One-way 
community fares are priced at $139 for Albany, $138 for Esperance, $158 for Monkey Mia and 
$199 for Carnarvon. 
 
Exploring one of WA’s most diverse destinations will soon be easier thanks to Jetstar’s new 
direct flights between Melbourne and Busselton in the Margaret River region, set to take-off 
in mid-2021.  
 
The new direct flights to Australia’s premium wine region will operate Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, departing Tullamarine Airport at 8:05am AEST and arriving at Busselton-Margaret River 
Airport at 9:10am WST; then returning to Melbourne at 9:45am WST. 
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