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ABOUT
TOURISM
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
To u r i s m We s t e r n A u s t ra l i a ( To u r i s m
WA ) i s re s p o n s i b l e fo r p ro m o t i n g
We s te r n Au s t ra l i a ( WA ) a s a n
incredible holiday and events
destination.
We work with a range of people from the public and
private sector to develop and promote WA’s iconic tourism
experiences, to attract events to the State and help the
tourism industry thrive.
We have three core functions:
1.

We deliver innovative marketing campaigns at home and
overseas to raise awareness of WA’s destinations and
experiences, and attract more people to the State.

2.

We attract and support a broad range of sports, arts,
cultural, culinary and business events, which give people
a compelling reason to visit our State. Optus Stadium,
previously voted the most beautiful stadium in the
world, has been a game changer, allowing us to attract
blockbuster events such as the NRL State of Origin, the
Bledisloe Cup and the Manchester United vs Leeds United
football match.

3.

We work closely with government and industry
partners to improve destinations in terms of access,
accommodation and tourism experiences for visitors.

For more information on Tourism WA, visit tourism.wa.gov.au.

Gantheaume Point, Broome
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Elizabeth Quay, Perth
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A U S T R A L I A’ S N O R T H W E S T
A U S T R A L I A’ S G O L D E N O U T B A C K
A U S T R A L I A’ S C O R A L C O A S T
D E S T I N AT I O N P E R T H
A U S T R A L I A’ S S O U T H W E S T

ABOUT WESTERN AUSTRALIA
We s te r n Au s t ra l i a - i t ’s b i g ,
beautiful and billions of years old.
Around the size of Western Europe, WA
accounts for one-third of the Australian
continent. It boasts 20,000 kilometres
of mainland and island coastline, the
world’s oldest minerals and a host of
natural wonders found nowhere else
on Earth.

WA’s Aboriginal history dates back
more than 50,000 years – making it
one of the world’s oldest living cultures.
Almost a third of Western Australians
are born overseas and 15 per cent of the
population speaks a language other
than English at home.

Of the State’s population of 2.6 million
people, around three-quarters live in
the Perth region. With more than 3,000
hours of sunshine per day, Perth is
Australia’s sunniest capital city. The city’s
spectacular natural surroundings are
rivalled only by its vibrant city life.

Incredible experiences and natural
wonders await you in every region of this
grand and diverse State, and the varied
climate – Mediterranean conditions in
the south through to the northern tropics
– means you’ll always find summer
somewhere in WA.
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PERTH
Australia’s sunniest capital city Perth
effortlessly blends urban cool with raw natural
beauty.
Its heart is bustling with bars, restaurants, hotels, shopping and cultural spaces,
and is also home to one of the world’s largest inner city parks. Within 30 minutes of
the city centre, visitors can be exploring WA’s oldest wine region, watching a famous
WA sunset, cycling around an island paradise or walking the streets of ‘Freo’.

Check out:
•		

		

•		

6

Perth’s transformation. An array of
new public spaces have activated
Perth and its surrounding cultural
hubs, including the vibrant
waterfront precinct of Elizabeth
Quay, 60,000 seat Optus Stadium
and Yagan Square, which is a
celebration of WA’s Aboriginal
heritage.
Perth’s hotel scene has also
undergone a boom, following
the opening of a raft of new and
refurbished properties in the
CBD and surrounding urban and
coastal areas. Not to be missed is
the spectacular new WA Museum
Boola Bardip, located in the Perth
Cultural Centre.
Kings Park and Botanic Garden.
At 400 hectares, Kings Park is one
of the largest inner city parks in
the world (it’s bigger than Central
Park in New York!).

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

		

Home to more than 3,000 species
of native plants and around 80
bird species, the natural landmark
is the perfect spot to sit back,
relax and take in the serenity.

		

A short walk or free bus ride
from the central business district,
visitors will be rewarded with
superb views over the Swan River
and city skyline, rich Aboriginal
and European history, a tree-top
walk, spring wildflowers, cafes,
playgrounds and picnic spots.
Take a self or guided tour, and in
the summer months enjoy a live
performance or film.

•		

Cuisine, culture and couture.
Head into Perth’s city centre and
its urban hubs of Leederville,
Mount Lawley, Northbridge,
Victoria Park and Subiaco for an
ever-expanding range of dining,
shopping and entertainment
options.

		

•		

Art and museum exhibitions,
theatre, ballet, music and sporting
events are on in Perth year-round,
while fashionistas can check out
international and home-grown
style throughout the city and
surrounds. There are a number
of guided walking tours that
take in the city’s past, present
and future. Explore laneways,
architecture, street art, bars, cafes,
and restaurants – as well as tours
themed around cheese, beer, wine,
whisky and gin.
Day trips. Within an hour of Perth’s
central business district you can
meet the friendly quokkas on
pristine Rottnest Island, tantalise
your tastebuds in the Swan Valley
or Perth Hills wine regions, swim
with wild dolphins at Rockingham,
cruise the canals in Mandurah,
or discover maritime history, a
World Heritage-listed prison and
a bohemian lifestyle in the eclectic
port city of Fremantle.

PERTH &
SURROUNDS
Yanchep

Pinnacles
(2 hours)

Hillarys
Scarborough
Cottesloe
PERTH
Rottnest Island

Swan Valley

Scarborough
Airport

Fremantle

Rockingham

Mandurah

•		

Unique attractions. Hop on a
free CAT bus and tour Perth’s city
sights. Ring one of the world’s
largest musical instruments, the
Swan Bells at the Bell Tower,
watch a live gold pour and see
the world’s largest collection of
gold bars at the Perth Mint, take
a ferry across the Swan River to
Perth Zoo (home to more than
1,500 animals), or head out to
Caversham Wildlife Park, 30
minutes’ drive east of Perth where
you can meet koalas, wombats,
kangaroos and many other
species of native wildlife.

•		

Beach sunsets. With 19 pristine
metropolitan beaches to choose
from, it’s easy to find your own
piece of paradise to enjoy one
of WA’s famous coastal sunsets –
whether than be from the sand, a
picnic area, or one of the coast’s
many dining options.

Kings Park, Perth

Rottnest Island, Perth

Lancelin
(1 hour)
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W A’ S C O R A L C O A S T
Home to awesome marine life, endless white
sandy beaches and the warm, turquoise Indian
O ce a n , t h i s re g i o n b o a s t s t wo Wo r l d H e r i ta g e listed sites; Ningaloo and Shark Bay.

Check out:
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•		

Snorkelling at Ningaloo Reef. If
you’re visiting Exmouth, Coral
Bay or the ocean-side pastoral
stations north of Carnarvon, this
is an absolute must-do. The World
Heritage-listed Ningaloo Reef
is regarded as one of the last
great ocean paradises on Earth,
and you can access this watery
wonderland by simply stepping
off the beach and swimming a
few metres to one of the world’s
largest fringing reef.

•		

Swimming with gentle giants. Join
a whale shark tour from Exmouth
or Coral Bay for the ultimate
wildlife encounter – swimming
with the world’s largest fish. Whale
sharks visit Ningaloo Reef from
mid-March to the end of July; or
swim with humpback whales from
July/August to November. Year
round you can also swim with
giant manta rays while keeping
an eye out for sea turtles, dugongs
and game fish.

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

•		

Friendly dolphins at Monkey
Mia. One of the world’s most
reliable places for wild dolphin
encounters, Monkey Mia’s curious
bottlenose dolphins have been
swimming to shore to interact with
humans for more than 40 years.
While in the World Heritage-listed
Shark Bay area, you can also spot
sea turtles and dugongs, admire
the world’s oldest and largest
living fossils – Hamelin Pool’s
stromatolites – and fish, snorkel
and dive. Don’t miss a trip into
Francois Peron National Park, the
colours are sure to impress.

•		

Wildflowers and pink waters.
Head inland to explore some of
WA’s most magnificent wildflower
country, particularly between June
and October when blooms are at
their breath-taking best.

Wildflowers, Coral Coast

Whale shark, Ningaloo Reef

		

While spotting some of WA’s
12,000 wildflower species, check
out other amazing colours at Hutt
Lagoon near Port Gregory, where
waters could be red, bubblegum pink or lilac depending
on the conditions. The lagoon,
best viewed between April and
October, is located between
other Coral Coast highlights – the
seaside city of Geraldton and its
diving drawcard, the Abrolhos
Islands; and Kalbarri, where
soaring river gorges meet the sea.

•		

Extraordinary rock formations.
Acres of incredible limestone
spires rise eerily from the sand
at the Pinnacles in Nambung
National Park near the coastal
town of Cervantes, a little over
two hours north of Perth on the
Indian Ocean Drive. Meanwhile in
Kalbarri National Park, the muchanticipated Kalbarri Skywalk
officially opened in June 2020.
Offering visitors breathtaking and
uninterrupted views over Kalbarri
National Park, the 100-metre high
skywalk features two cantilevered
viewing platforms that extend 25
and 17-metres beyond the rim of
the Murchison River Gorge.

Kalbarri Skywalk, Kalbarri National Park
Photo by Scott Slawinski

The Pinnacles, Nambung National Park

MEDIA KIT 2021

9

W A’ S S O U T H W E S T
Here you’ll find world-class food and wine,
beautiful beaches, surfing, cave systems, tall
tree forests, whale-watching, wildflowers and
t h e fa m o u s w i n e re g i o n o f M a rg a re t R i ve r. As
one of only 36 bio-diversity hotspots on Earth,
t h e S o u t h We s t h a s t h o u s a n d s o f p l a n t s p e c i e s
found nowhere else in the world.

Check out:
•		

Surfing, swimming, snorkelling.
The South West is world famous
for its spectacular coastline and
magnificent surf and swimming
beaches. At Prevelly, you can
follow in the footsteps of the
world’s best surfers who flock to
the perfectly named Surfers Point
for the annual Margaret River
Pro. For more tranquil conditions,
you’ll find some of Australia’s top
swimming spots at Dunsborough,
Eagle Bay, Denmark and Albany.
Witness the wonders beneath the
water through shipwreck diving, or
you can stay dry at the Busselton
Jetty Underwater Observatory.

National Anzac
Centre, Albany
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•		

World-class wine and fresh local
produce. Home to six distinct
wine regions including worldfamous Margaret River, the
South West also serves up some
of Australia’s best ‘paddock to
plate’ fresh produce. Enjoy fresh
marron, trout, venison, chocolates,
cheeses, cherries, boutique beers
and ciders as well as the rare
black truffle – more of them are
produced in Manjimup than
anywhere else in Australia.

•		

Culture, arts and history. Learn
more about the customs and
history of the Nyoongar people –
the South West’s first inhabitants
– through Aboriginal centres
and tours across the region.
You’ll also find exceptional South
West artistic talent including
painters, sculptors, furniture
makers, jewellery designers and
hand-blown glass artists. Head
to the coastal city of Albany
and the multi award-winning
National Anzac Centre for a
deeply personal connection with
Australia’s ANZAC history.

Granite Skywalk, Porongorup National Park

•		

Tall timbers. You’ll get a bird’s eye
view of towering tingle trees in
the Valley of the Giants, between
Denmark and Walpole, where
the world-first Tree Top Walk is
suspended 40 metres above the
forest floor. The South West is also
home to giant jarrah, karri, marri
and tuart trees. Near Pemberton
you can climb a trio of karri
trees, up to 75 metres high, using
climbing pegs to reach lookout
towers.

Orcas, Bremer Bay Canyon
Photo by Naturaliste Charters

•		

Adventure. Get hiking along the
spectacular coastal Cape to Cape
Track, the bushland Bibbulmun
Track, or out to the Porongurup
Range’s Granite Skywalk. Take
off on two wheels along the
Munda Biddi off-road cycling
experience and other world-class
mountain biking paths, or head
underground at Ngilgi, Mammoth,
Lake and Jewel caves to explore
mesmerising labyrinths decorated
with limestone crystal formations.

		

From January to April, take an
orca tour from Bremer Bay to see
the southern hemisphere’s largest
killer whale pod in a deep-sea
canyon 70 kilometres offshore.
Between June and November,
witness the annual migration of
humpback, southern right and
blue whales from Albany’s shores,
or hop on a whale-watching cruise
and get up close to these gentle
giants.
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W A’ S G O L D E N O U T B A C K
Discover historic townships, spectacular desert
wilderness, quirky outback charm, gold-rush
history and the Southern Ocean’s perfect white
beaches.
Check out:
•		

White beaches and pink lakes.
Home to Australia’s whitest
beach, Lucky Bay in Cape Le
Grand National Park, just out of
Esperance, is so relaxing even the
kangaroos sunbathe on the sand.
For the full outdoor experience,
follow the coastal walk trails or
set up at some of Australia’s most
picturesque campsites. Back in
town, be wowed around every
corner along the 40-kilometre
Great Ocean Drive. Catching the
eye of photographers around
the world is the bright pink Lake
Hillier on Middle Island – where
you’ll witness an astounding
medley of colour, either from the
air or on a cruise (in season).

•		

One of Australia’s largest outdoor
galleries. The striking salt flats of
Lake Ballard form the backdrop
of Inside Australia, a truly unique
installation of 51 life-sized steel
statues by acclaimed sculptor
Antony Gormley, inspired by
residents of the nearby town of
Menzies.

Cape Le Grand National
Park, Esperance

Lake Hillier, Esperance
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Goldfields Highway, along Golden Quest Discovery Trail

•		

Golden Quest Discovery Trail.
This 965-kilometre journey from
Coolgardie to Laverton travels
deep into gold-rush territory.
Highlights include legendary
country pubs, the fascinating
Gwalia ghost town, the former
home of 31st US President Herbert
Hoover and Kalgoorlie’s famous
Super Pit, one of the world’s
biggest open-cut mines, which has
harvested more than 50 million
ounces of gold.

Wave Rock, Hyden

•		

Wildflowers and wave walking.
You can try to surf it… Wave Rock,
near Hyden, is a remarkable 110
metre, multi-coloured granite
cliff that resembles a huge wave
about to crash into the bush.
There’s also Hippo’s Yawn (funnily
enough, it resembles a hippo
yawning), and the Humps, and
Mulka’s Cave with its collection
of Aboriginal rock art. In spring,
you’ll be surrounded by beautiful
blankets of wildflowers in full
bloom, with 60 per cent of the
species unique to WA.

•		

The unexpected. Experience
a touching tribute to man’s
best friend at the Corrigin Dog
Cemetery, country quirkiness
along the Tin Horse Highway – a
collection of 70 equine artworks
in and around Kulin – and the
world’s longest golf course: the
1,365 kilometre Nullarbor Links.

MEDIA KIT 2021
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W A’ S N O R T H W E S T
A b i l l i o n ye a rs i n t h e m a k i n g , t h e N o r t h We s t
is one of the world’s last true wilderness
areas. Here you’ll find ancient gorges, remote
stretches of coastal paradise and rich culture
and history.
Check out:
•		

Camels on Cable Beach. There’s
no better way to experience
the 22 kilometres of Broome’s
iconic Cable Beach than on a
late-afternoon camel ride while
basking in the orange glow of
a west Kimberley sunset. The
town also has a fascinating
pearling and wartime history, a
unique melting pot of cultures
and is home to natural wonders
including dinosaur footprints and
the Staircase to the Moon.

•		

Horizontal Falls. Talbot Bay in the
Kimberley is home to Australia’s
only horizontal waterfalls, created
when massive tidal movements
squeeze water through narrow
cliff passages. Aerial tours from
Broome and Derby enable you
to circle the phenomenon from
above, alongside other scenic
wonders of the Buccaneer
Archipelago, where turquoise blue
water contrasts with rugged red
cliffs. You can also land and see
the falls up close by boat, with the
option of staying overnight on a
houseboat.

•		

Aboriginal experiences. Meet the
locals and discover traditional
lands, food and cultural practices
via Aboriginal tourism experiences
throughout the region. On the
Dampier Peninsula, north of
Broome, you can stay at one of the
Aboriginal owned and operated
properties such as Lombadina
community. The North West is also
home to Australia’s first ‘Camping
with Custodians’ sites, offering
self-drive visitors the chance to
interact with local communities
while staying at campsites run by
Aboriginal people on Aboriginal
lands.

Horizontal Falls, the Kimberley
Photo by Jewels Lynch
14
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•		

•		

Best kept secrets. Get off the
beaten path at two of WA’s most
spectacular national parks. At
Karijini National Park, in the
Pilbara region, ancient rocks
have been shaped into massive
mountains and escarpments,
breathtaking gorges and treelined watercourses. Stay in the
heart of the park at Karijini Eco
Retreat’s luxury tents. The World
Heritage-listed Purnululu National
Park in the east Kimberley
is home to one of WA’s most
striking geological features,
the Bungle Bungle Range. The
striped, beehive-like mounds are
breathtaking from the air, or camp
nearby to explore hidden gorges
and pools.
Remote luxury resorts. Chris
Hemsworth is one of many
celebrities to enjoy truly getting
away from it all at one of the
North West’s remote luxury
resorts. The Berkeley River Lodge
can only be reached by boat
or seaplane, Kimberley Coastal
Camp is accessible only by
helicopter, El Questro Homestead
is cantilevered atop Chamberlain
Gorge, and – true to its name –
Faraway Bay is so remote you
won’t even find it on a map.

Karijini Eco Retreat,
Karijini National Park
Photo by Nick Rains

El Questro
Homestead,
the Kimberley

Shinju Matsuri, Broome

W A’ S D I V E R S E E V E N T S C A L E N D A R
V i s i t o r s c a n e x p e r i e n c e W A’ s n a t u r a l
beauty, state-of-the-art venues
and diverse culture in unique and
unforgettable ways through an
incredible range of world-class cultural,
arts, sporting and culinary events.
Tourism WA works closely with the
private sector, event partners and
the community to strengthen WA’s
place as a leading international event
destination.

This includes extensive marketing
activity to promote our events calendar
to local, national and international
audiences to boost awareness and
attendance.
For a full list of WA events visit
westernaustralia.com/events.
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Sculpture By The Sea, Cottesloe
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Perth Festival

KEY EVENTS
Perth Festival
Culture – Perth – February
Perth Festival is Australia’s longestrunning and most diverse international
arts festival. It is renowned as a
showcase for Aboriginal culture,
presenting major new international
premieres and celebrating Perth’s
unique qualities and stories for diverse
audiences. Over three weeks, the best
artists of Western Australia and the
world come together for hundreds of
exciting shows across theatre, music,
dance, film, literature, visual arts
and free community events. Its many
outdoor venues make the most of
Perth’s natural beauty and consistent
late-summer climate.
perthfestival.com.au
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Sculpture by the Sea,
Cottesloe
Culture – Perth – March
For a fortnight each year, Perth’s
Cottesloe Beach transforms into a giant
outdoor gallery to host the immensely
popular Sculpture by the Sea exhibition.
The free event showcases around 70
massive and magnificent installations
by top local and international artists,
set against the backdrop of one of the
city’s most iconic beaches.
sculpturebythesea.com/cottesloe

Boost Mobile
Margaret River Pro
Sport – Margaret River, WA’s South
West – May 2 to 12, 2021
The Boost Mobile Margaret River Pro
has been a World Championship
Tour event since 2014 and attracts
the world’s top professional surfers to
Margaret River each year, which has a
reputation as one of the world’s most
consistent big wave destinations with
more than 75 major surfing breaks.
May will see the world’s top 34 male
and top 17 female surfers compete
in some of the most challenging
and powerful surf on the World Surf
League Championship Tour.
worldsurfleague.com

Argyle Diamonds Ord Valley Muster

Rip Curl Rottnest Search
Sport – Rottnest Island, Perth – May 16
to 26, 2021
The 12-day Rip Curl Rottnest Search
will be held at Strickland Bay at WA’s
island playground, Rottnest Island. This
World Surf League Championship Tour
event will showcase the natural beauty
and quality surf of Rottnest Island to a
global audience.
worldsurfleague.com

Argyle Diamonds
Ord Valley Muster
Culture, music, food – Kununurra, WA’s
Kimberley – May 21 to 29, 2021
The Argyle Diamonds Ord Valley
Muster celebrates the culture and
extraordinary natural landscapes of the
Kimberley region in WA’s North West.
The festival prides itself on embracing
the local community to present an
impressive line-up of events including
comedy nights, a street party and the
Waringarri Corroboree. The muster’s
major drawcard, the Kimberley Moon
Experience, is held on the banks of the
Ord River and provides an idyllic setting
to enjoy a stellar line-up of national
and local musical acts.
Boost Mobile Margaret River Pro

ordvalleymuster.com
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Truffle Kerfuffle

Bledisloe Cup

Food and wine – Manjimup, WA’s South
West – June 25 to 27, 2021

Sport – Perth – August 21

Truffle Kerfuffle is a weekend long
celebration of WA’s famous black
truffles – found in Manjimup in the
State’s South West. Held during truffle
season at Fonty’s Pool in Manjimup,
festival goers will enjoy interactive
and hands on experiences. Join truffle
hunters and their truffle dogs to search
out prized truffles, visit the festival
village to meet the producers and get a
taste of the region, or get enjoy a range
of exclusive dining events.
trufflekerfuffle.com.au

Truffle Kerfuffle, Manjimup
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Witness one of the biggest rivalries in
world sport live at Optus Stadium when
the Wallabies take on the All Blacks,
as WA hosts its second Bledisloe Cup
fixture.
optusstadium.com.au

Shinju Matsuri
Culture, food – Broome, WA’s Kimberley
– August 22 to September 5, 2021
Japanese for ‘festival of the pearl’,
Broome’s annual Shinju Matsuri, which
celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2020,
is a vibrant celebration of the town’s
unique multicultural and pearling
history. Since the late 1800s, Broome’s
prized South Sea pearls have brought
together local Aboriginal people with
Japanese, Chinese, Malay, Koepanger,
Filipino and European workers. This
cultural fusion continues to flourish
in present-day Broome, where Shinju
Matsuri’s nine-day whirlwind of colour,
sound, taste and smell showcase the
region’s natural beauty and unique
history.
shinjumatsuri.com.au

Bledisloe Cup, Perth

Australian Masters Games
Sport – Perth – October 9-16, 2021
Perth will become the playground
for the largest mass participation,
multisport event the city has ever seen.
This week-long festival of sport brings
together weekend warriors from around
Australia and the world to enjoy an
extensive sport and social program in
an exciting holiday destination.
australianmastersgames.com

Western Australia
Gourmet Escape
Food and wine – Perth, Rottnest Island,
Swan Valley and Margaret River –
November 17 to 21, 2021
The Western Australian Gourmet
Escape will transform Western Australia
into an epicurean hub of culinary
delights; attracting world-class
Michelin-starred chefs and promoting
some of the State’s best food and
wine. Prepare to taste the finest local
produce, meet world-renowned chefs,
sip celebrated Australian wines, and
explore the extraordinary beaches and
backdrops of Perth and the Margaret
River region.
gourmetescape.com.au

Western Australia Gourmet Escape,
Margaret River Region
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State of Origin
Sport – Perth – June 2022
WA will welcome back one of the State’s
biggest event success stories next year,
with the return of State of Origin to
Optus Stadium in June 2022. The New
South Wales Blues and The Queensland
Maroons will play game II of the
three-game series in Perth, thanks to a
partnership between Tourism WA and
the National Rugby League (NRL).

Tourism WA was responsible for
securing State of Origin’s inaugural WA
outing in Perth in 2019, when the Blues
claimed victory in front of a capacity
crowd. Close to 11,700 people visited WA
for that game, spending more than $19
million and staying nearly 69,500 nights.
WA’s key tourism attractions were also
showcased in a broadcast of the match
watched by an average of 1.96 million
people around the nation.
optusstadium.com.au

State of Origin, Perth
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Australian Masters Games
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D E S T I N AT I O N
NEWS
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Cape Peron, Francois Peron National Park

Cockburn Ranges, Gibb River Road

W H AT ’ S
NEW AND
TRENDING
IN WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
– 2021
Australia’s largest State
continues to welcome
a mix of exciting new
projects, products and
experiences. Here is a
comprehensive rundown
of what’s new and what
will be trending in
We s te r n Au s t ra l i a ( WA )
for the year ahead.
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P E R T H H OT E L D E V E LO P M E N T S
Perth continues to offer a number
of new and refurbished properties
that have opened in the CBD and
surrounding urban and coastal areas.
Offering spectacular views over the
Swan River and Perth city skyline,
DoubleTree by Hilton Perth Waterfront
opened its doors in December 2020.
Located adjacent to the Elizabeth Quay
precinct, the 229-room hotel spans 18
floors, and includes an outdoor infinity
pool with views over the Swan River,
meeting and event spaces and a
fitness centre. The food and beverage
offerings include Reel Kitchen – with an
open kitchen concept showcasing fresh,
seasonal WA produce and seafood;
Oar Bistro, a deli and bakery located on
the boardwalk; and 18 Knots Rooftop
bar. Located on the 18th floor, the
rooftop venue offers breathtaking and
uninterrupted 360-views of the Swan
River and Perth city.
Perth’s Parmelia Hilton hotel has
recently undergone a $45 million
transformation. The iconic 53-year old
hotel has a new-look, and features
completely touchless Digital Key
technology. Some of the works carried
out include a complete revitalisation
of the hotel lobby – featuring locally
inspired design and artwork, the
addition of 32 new rooms and an
executive lounge, refurbishment of
the restaurant, and an integrated
thoroughfare connecting the hotel
lobby to the Brookfield Place precinct.
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The inner-city suburb of Subiaco
welcomed its first lifestyle hotel, with
the opening of Vibe Hotel Subiaco
in October 2020. The 168-room
hotel features a rooftop pool, gym,
conference space, versatile guest rooms
that can be transformed into threebedroom suites, St Marks Road Co.
eatery on the ground floor, and alfresco
dining at the rooftop Storehouse
Restaurant and Bar, offering 360 degree
views over Perth city and Kings Park.
In October 2020 Rottnest Island
welcomed its first boutique luxury
accommodation offering, Samphire
Rottnest. Named after the native
samphire plants found on the island,
and set within the natural habitat
of the A-Class Reserve, the hotel
embraces the essence of Rottnest
and encourages guests to immerse
themselves in the natural elements
and feel the sand beyond their toes.
Ideally situated on Thomson Bay next
door to the iconic Hotel Rottnest, the
80-room architecturally designed
accommodation offers 64 generous
guest rooms and 16 spacious rooms
positioned at the front, all with private
balconies. The development also
includes lagoon-like pools, catering
to adults and children with day beds
and umbrellas. Dining options include
Lontara, which is inspired by South East
Asia combined with the finest produce
from WA’s land and sea, Hotel Rottnest,
which is just next door, The Beach
Club and Bayside Bar. Hotel Rottnest
will also receive a refresh to allow it
to morph seamlessly with the new
development.

Fremantle’s iconic heritage-listed
Warder’s Cottages, located next
door to the Fremantle Markets, has
undergone a stunning restoration
and reopened as the Warders Hotel
in November 2020. Occupying the old
limestone cottages, the historic rooms
of the small boutique hotel have been
brought back to the original timbers
and stonework, and are finished off
with luxury features and furniture.
Guests have direct access to small
corner bar Gimlet, for breakfast, snacks
and evening drinks – or they can
adventure into Emily Taylor, an Asianinspired kitchen and bar located in the
courtyard.
Located in the heart of the picturesque
Avon Valley region, Northam is a
tranquil town located a 1.5-hour drive
north-east of Perth. In mid-2020,
the region welcomed the complete
revitalisation of the former Shamrock
Hotel – which is now a boutique
property known as the Farmers’ Home
Hotel. Developed by Nigel Oakley of
the Dome Group, whose hotel portfolio
also includes the impressive Premier
Mill Hotel in Katanning, Farmers’ Home
Hotel brings to life the hotel and
town’s history and character for the
community and visitors. Since 2012,
49 new or redeveloped hotels have
opened in and around Perth, adding
6,669 new rooms to the local market,
with names such as The Ritz-Carlton,
The Westin, COMO The Treasury, Crown
Towers, QT, DoubleTree by Hilton, Ibis
Styles and Vibe among the mix.

Doubletree by Hilton Perth Waterfront
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C E L E B R AT I N G P E R T H ’ S
C U LT U R E A N D
H E R I TAG E
The spectacular new WA Museum Boola
Bardip opened at the Perth Cultural
Centre on November 21, 2020. The $400
million project will act as a gateway
to explore all of WA, using state-of-theart technology and innovative display
methods. Created with a ‘people first’
approach, more than 50,000 people
have contributed their thoughts to
the development of the museum’s
exhibitions and programs. Woven
throughout the museum are the stories
and perspectives of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. With the
new build almost four times bigger
than the previous WA Museum, there’s
nearly 6,000-square metres of gallery
space, including a 1,000-square metre
space to stage large-scale, special
exhibitions. The new WA Museum
Boola Bardip includes the restoration
of heritage buildings, construction of a
new building, a public art project and
the design, production and installation
of museum content – including a muchloved 24-metre blue whale skeleton.
International design practices HASSELL
+ OMA joined forces with Multiplex
to lead the design for the highly
anticipated new museum.
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Also at the Perth Cultural Centre, the
Art Gallery of WA’s rooftop is set to
transform into a multi-use gallery
space and rooftop venue – bringing art
and entertainment together against
Perth’s city skyline. Due to open in 2021,
the redevelopment project – Elevate
– will create the largest, commerciallyavailable rooftop venue in Perth,
accommodating up to 500 people. The
new rooftop will feature an open-air
sculpture walk, a new internal gallery
space for exhibitions and events, and
two outdoor multi-purpose spaces
with stunning views of the city. The
centrepiece of the rooftop will be a
new 34-metre contemporary Aboriginal
art piece by Nyoongar/Minang artist
Christopher Pease, which will wrap
around one-third of the rooftop wall.
A once-in-a-generation redevelopment
of Fremantle’s Kings Square will see
the civic heart of Perth’s port city
transformed into a vibrant cultural
and commercial hub. The project will
comprise retail and dining experiences,
five-star green star commercial spaces,
and a revamped city square with a
range of public facilities. The precinct
will have an energy efficient design,
with the use of renewable energy and
water saving technologies.

WA Museum Boola Bardip, Perth

At the heart of the hub is FOMO –
a coordinated redevelopment of
the former Myer and Queensgate
buildings. The commercial space will
be a contemporary laneway retail
and dining destination, providing
visitors with a space to sit, walk and
engage. Due for completion in 2021,
the buildings and public spaces are
intended to fit the unique character
and history of Kings Square, enhancing
the heritage values of the nearby
Fremantle Town Hall and church.
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NEW
TOURS AND
AT T R AC T I O N S
IN PERTH
Perth’s Matagarup Bride is the
centrepiece for an iconic new adventure
tourism attraction - the Matagarup
Bridge Zip+Climb, which opened in
January 2021. Guests can climb the 314
steps to reach the bridge’s 72-metrehigh Sky View platform – offering
stunning 360-degree views over the city,
Swan River and Optus Stadium.
By mid-2021, adventure seekers will
be able to zip-line from the launch
platform of the bridge, 400 metres
across the Swan River to a landing
platform in Burswood Park. Completed
in 2018, the Matagarup Bridge provides
pedestrian access over the Swan River,
from East Perth to the Optus Stadium
precinct.
Perth’s Optus Stadium has also recently
welcomed the opening of an exciting
new tour experience – the HALO
Rooftop Climb. Guests can climb the
78 steps up to the roof of the stadium
on a guided tour and experience the
stunning city views, take in a bird’s-eye
view of the field of play, and sit in seats
42 metres above the ground.
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Visitors can now also experience the
Swan River from a fun and unique
perspective thanks to the introduction
of two new waterbiking tours. Perth
Waterbike Adventures, departing from
Matilda Bay, and Perth Waterbike Co,
departing from South Perth, allow
guests to safely pedal and glide across
the Swan River, with a range of different
tours on offer. Also complementing
the new Swan River offerings is GoGo
Active Tours’ new kayaking tours, which
paddle along the Swan River and
Canning River wetlands.
Waterbiking is now also available in
the coastal city of Mandurah. Visitors
can cruise along the iconic canals
and waterways, spotting resident
bottlenose dolphins and a variety of
birdlife, thanks to Mandurah Cruises’
latest new tour offering – Mandurah
Waterbikes.

Matagarup Bridge, Perth
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PERTH’S NEW
FOOD AND
DRINK
OFFERINGS
Even during these unprecedented times,
Perth continues to welcome an influx of
new hospitality venues across the city.
Sitting on the banks of the Swan River,
in the historic Old Swan Brewery site
near Kings Park, Cooee is set to be a new
landmark WA restaurant. Led by Michelinstar veteran chef Alan Wise, the menu
celebrates WA’s rich abundance of local
produce. Cooee opened in November
2020, and can accommodate around 125
diners for breakfast, lunch or dinner.
Due to open this year is Pirate Life Perth,
a new 1,000 person brew-pub, which
will be the first WA venue for the South
Australian brewery. Located on Murray
Street in Perth’s CBD, the multi-storey
space will house three bars and two
kitchens catering to casual bar bites and
restaurant meals, in addition to brewing
almost all of Pirate Life’s main beers onsite.
The historic Victoria Quay A Shed at
Fremantle Harbour will soon house a new
brewery, with leading Perth craft brewer
Gage Roads Brewing set to open its first
public-facing venue. Due to open late2021, the family-friendly venue will include
a microbrewery, restaurant and bar, a
children’s play area, and al fresco seating
overlooking the strip of ocean between
Fremantle and Rottnest Island from which
Gage Roads took its name. This is the
first project to be announced as part of
Fremantle’s Victoria Quay revitalisation –
which looks to develop the precinct into a
major tourism and civic space.
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Hearth at The Ritz-Carlton, Perth

Fremantle has also welcomed a
number of new boutique breweries
and urban distilleries. Running with
Thieves is a 1400-square-metre
brewery and distillery, located in the
historic Sealanes warehouse opposite
the beach in South Fremantle. The
1400-square-metre facility produces a
range of craft beers, premium spirits
and craft cocktails, as well as a casual
food menu. Calamity’s Rod is a new
shipping container bar and brewery
located next to the Hougoumont
Hotel. The industrial-style venue, with
an outdoor courtyard setting, offers a
range of craft beers on tap, all brewed
on-site, and a food menu provided by
Emily Taylor restaurant in Fremantle.
Republic of Fremantle is a new urban
distillery crafting signature vodka and
gin using innovative grape to glass
distilling methods – sourcing wine from
WA vineyards which is then double
distilled in a custom-built copper still,
located at the venue. The 100-seat
bar and kitchen – with additional bar
space to come in 2021 – offers tasting
flights and a selection of small share
plates and snacks
Perth’s iconic Swan River recently
welcomed the opening of its first
permanent floating venue, The Raft.
Catering for up to 250 people, the
event space offers uninterrupted Perth
city views, with access available via a
private tender vessel, and is set to host
a range of ticketed events throughout
the year.

OUTBACK ADVENTURES
Visitors to Murujuga National Park in
the Pilbara now have improved access
to viewing culturally significant rock
art, following the opening of a new
walk trail and signage. The $1.3 million
Ngajarli Trail helps showcase the
national park’s array of rock art – with
some estimated to be more than 45,000
years old. Interpretive signage has
also been added to educate visitors on
the cultural importance of the area to
traditional owners. The national park
can be reached in a 30-minute drive
from the city of Karratha.
A new project at Ningaloo Lighthouse
has been announced, with completion
expected in 2023. Kerry Hill Architects
has created the concept for an $85
million-dollar eco-focused resort, which
will accommodate up to 550 guests
across a mix of eco tents, villas, hotel
rooms and caravan sites. Powered
by renewable energy, the resort will
use wastewater recycling, have no
single-use plastics onsite and use a
bio-digester, preventing 60 tonnes
of food waste from going to landfill
(and generating 10 tonnes of fertiliser)
each year. Onsite facilities will include
restaurants, bars, pools, spa, tennis
courts and a shop.

Nearby, guests can sign-up to a guided
caving tour in Cape Range National
Park with Ningaloo Underground. Tours
are expected to commence in the first
half of 2021, while humpback whale
swimming trials will continue until
2023, with an expected transition to a
licenced industry by 2024.
The Kimberley town of Kununurra has
welcomed its first four-wheel-drive
camper hire company in time for the
2021 season. RedSands Campers has
opened its fifth depot location allowing
travellers to do one-way road trips
along the iconic Gibb River Road (with
no one-way fees) and spend more time
exploring Kununurra and surrounds,
including Purnululu National Park and
the Bungle Bungle Range, Lake Argyle
and the Ord River.
In WA’s Golden Outback, visitors to
the region are being encouraged to
discover their family connections to the
Goldfields. Launched in partnership
with the Eastern Goldfields Historical
Society, the ancestry campaign offers
Australians (and internationals) with
a connection to WA’s Goldfields an
opportunity to discover their family
history. Known for its gold rush history
and outback charm, it is estimated
around 120,000 people from more than
30 countries flocked to the region to try
their luck during the gold-rush era.

Ningaloo Lighthouse, Exmouth
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BIRD’S EYE
VIEWS
The much-anticipated Kalbarri Skywalk
officially opened in June 2020. Offering
visitors breathtaking and uninterrupted
views over Kalbarri National Park, the
100-metre high skywalk features two
cantilevered viewing platforms that
extend 25 and 17-metres beyond the rim
of the Murchison River Gorge. Located
at West Loop, the $24 million project
also includes toilets, shade shelters,
paths, wheelchair accessible viewing
structures, visitor information, parking
and an environmentally friendly kiosk.
The facility also showcases the culture
and stories of the Nanda Traditional
Owners through interpretive and
artistic elements. Kalbarri can be
reached in a 6.5-hour drive north of
Perth as part of a road trip along the
‘Coral Coast Highway’, or visitors can
choose to take a one-hour flight to
Geraldton, and reach Kalbarri in just
under two-hours by car.

In November 2020, leading WA aviation
operator HeliSpirit began operating
scenic helicopter flights in Esperance.
The flights showcase the region’s
spectacular coastline, including its
sparkling blue waters and pristine
white sand. Visitors are able to fly over
Cape Le Grand National Park, and
get a bird’s eye view of the iconic Lake
Hillier (pink lake) at Middle Island, and
can also land at Middle Island for a
guided walk around the lake. Other tour
options include helicopter transfers to
Woody Island for guided or self-guided
tours. The tours are seasonal and will
generally run from October to April.

Kalbarri Skywalk, Kalbarri National Park
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REGIONAL ACCESS
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Access to Aboriginal experiences
dotted along the Dampier Peninsula
coastline in WA’s Kimberley region is
now easier, thanks to the sealing of
Cape Leveque Road between Broome
Highway and Beagle Bay, completed
in November 2020. The sealed road
provides all weather access to the north
of Dampier Peninsula, improving safety
and reducing commercial transport
costs. The peninsula has one of the
highest concentrations of Aboriginalowned tourism businesses in Australia
and is also home to Australia’s oldest
operating pearl farm, Cygnet Bay.
In 2021, the sixth Camping with
Custodians campground will open at
Djarindjin on the Dampier Peninsula.
Owned and operated by the Djarindjin
Community, the 37-site campground
will be accessible directly off the newly
sealed Cape Leveque Road, and will
accommodate caravans as well as
campers.
A public transport service to the
Dampier Peninsula – Bulingurr Transit –
has commenced in Broome, departing
three days a week and doing a circuit
of the main tourist destinations along
the northern end of Cape Leveque
Road.

Departing in the morning from the
Broome Visitor Centre and Cable
Beach bus stop, it then heads north
along Cape Leveque Road stopping
at various locations on the way,
before returning to Broome in the late
afternoon/early evening. Bilingurr
Transit is an Aboriginal family-run
business and opens up opportunities
for visitors to travel between locations
without a vehicle, and do short trips
from Broome.
Stage Two of Broome’s Chinatown
Revitalisation Project has commenced,
and is set for completion in June 2021.
The $16.5 million project includes
upgrades to the town’s heritage,
retail and dining precinct, and will
complement the works completed
during Stage One on Dampier Terrace
and Carnarvon Street. Broome’s Reddell
Beach will undergo landscaping
and redevelopments to increase
visitor awareness of the destination
and its cultural significance, while
a new walkway and lookout will be
constructed at Miluwindi Conservation
Park, located off the Gibb River Road.
Access to Millstream Chichester and
Karijini National Park in the Pilbara
is now easier following the near
completion of road works to seal
the Manuwarra Red Dog Highway,
previously known as the Karratha-Tom
Price Road.
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The fourth and final stage of road
works will begin in 2022. Manuwarra
translates as ‘heaps or masses’ and is
the Yindjibarndi name for the place
known as Red Dog Gorge, located
within Millstream Chichester National
Park. Red Dog was a kelpie/cattle dog
well known for his travels through the
vast Pilbara region. Since his passing in
1979, his story has been retold in feature
films, poems and novels.
Located in Stirling Range National
Park, Bluff Knoll is the highest and
most spectacular peak in the South
West, sitting 1,098-metres above sea
level. More than a third of the national
park was impacted by a bushfire that
started from multiple lightning strikes in
late-2019/early-2020.
Since then, the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions’ Parks and Wildlife Service
has spent four months working to
repair the extensive damage to the
Bluff Knoll Trail. More than 50-tonnes
of material were brought in manually
and by helicopter to replace all steps
and water bars, while a new 5.5-metre
pedestrian bridge has been installed
about halfway along the trail. The
height of the new steps has been
decreased to make the trail easier to
climb and more family-friendly.
Since reopening in May 2020, a
record numbers of visitors have hiked
Bluff Knoll and last spring saw the
biodiversity hotspot regenerate with
wildflowers, including many endemic
species.
Cape Leqeque, the Kimberley
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SOUTH WEST OPENINGS
The Great Southern city of Albany in
WA’s South West will welcome a new
hotel, due to open to the public in
mid to late 2021. The Hilton Garden
Inn Albany is the first Hilton Garden
Inn signing in Australia and will be
located on the waterfront next to
Albany Entertainment Centre. The 108room hotel will be an affordable and
comfortable accommodation choice,
with the option of eight superior rooms
and four corner suites, a fitness centre,
three meeting rooms, a bar and a
restaurant. Albany is located a 4.5-drive
south of Perth, or a short one hour flight.

Also in Albany, construction on a
new landmark hotel at the iconic
Middleton Beach is due to start in
mid-2021. A buyer has been confirmed
for the ocean-front site, and Seashells
Hospitality Group confirmed as the
operator. The new four-star plus hotel
– Seashells Albany – will offer 80 to 100
rooms with a choice of one and twobedroom spacious and stylish suites.
The hotel will also see the creation
of beach-front food and beverage
facilities.

Shelter Brewing Co, Margaret River Region.
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The world’s biggest dam mural has
officially opened in the South West
town of Collie. The 8,000 square metre
Wellington Dam mega-mural was painted
by internationally-renowned Australian
artist Guido van Helten, and is inspired by
local stories and photographs which reflect
the community. The mural – Reflections
– is spread across the Wellington Dam
wall within the Wellington National
Park, just west of the Collie town centre,
and represents how the waterways are
culturally significant to both locals and
visitors. The mural forms the centrepiece
of the new Collie Mural Trail, an expansive
outdoor art gallery connecting the
dam with Collie’s town centre. The trail
showcases the talents of over 30 Australian
artists, including many Collie locals, with 40
murals currently included in the trail.
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Wellington Dam, Collie

In the Margaret River region, luxury hotel
chain Marriott International will open a
five-star resort. Due to open in 2023,
The Westin Margaret River Resort & Spa
will be located on the southern headland
of Gnarabup Beach – offering pristine
views over the Indian Ocean, and will
include 120 guest rooms, onsite dining
venues, and meeting and event spaces.
In the Southern Forests region, the town
of Pemberton welcomed the opening of
Jaspers Cabins in mid-2020. With three
luxury, architecturally designed studio
spaces, the cosy and energy-efficient
cabins accommodate up to two guests,
with a king-sized bed, choice of pillows,
kitchenette and a private deck with bike
racks, with the Pemberton Mountain Bike
Park just 800-metres away.
The onsite bar and restaurant, Jaspers
Whisky Bar, offers a curated selection
of whisky, with a restaurant menu that
heroes local produce.
Opening in spring 2021, Origins Market
is set to be a landmark destination for
both locals and visitors to Busselton in
WA’s South West. Offering a space for
growers, artists and creators in the region
to showcase their produce and talent and
engage with visitors, the market will also
include a microbrewery, tastings, long-table
dining, demonstrations, edible gardens
and more.
Australian Underwater
Discovery Centre,
Margaret River Region

Another exciting addition to Busselton’s
food and drink scene is Shelter Brewing
Co, which opened to the public in late
October, 2020. Situated on Busselton
foreshore, the sustainably-designed
venue will feature 10.6-metre floor-toceiling windows that will capture the
stunning views of Busselton Jetty and
Geographe Bay. Licensed for up to 650
people, the brewery sits adjacent to the
Busselton Visitors Centre, and will also
house Shelter’s café, serving daily freshly
brewed coffee.
Also at Busselton Jetty, a new $30
million underwater marine observatory
is expected to open by 2022, located 1.8
kilometres out to sea at the end of the
iconic timber-piled jetty, the longest in the
Southern Hemisphere. The new Australian
Underwater Discovery Centre is set to
be the largest marine observatory in
the world, with large viewing windows
both above and below the water, an
underwater dining experience, marine art
galleries and exhibition spaces. Based on
a design by British firm Baca Architects,
the giant abstract whale-shaped
structure will be partially submerged at
the end of the heritage-listed jetty, which
extends over the protected waters of
Geographe Bay.
In the Great Southern region, the city of
Albany has welcomed a new culinary
and accommodation offering, Majuba
Bistro and Majuba Country Lodge.
Located centrally on York Street, Majuba
Bistro’s menu is influenced by French and
Spanish bistro-style cooking, and the
lodge is a bespoke guesthouse offering
two private suites, just out of Albany in
Kalgan, overlooking Oyster Bay.
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HIKING AND
BIKING IN WA
The outdoor adventure playground of
Collie, nestled in the Darling Ranges
in the State’s South West, is set to
become a premier destination for
mountain bike enthusiasts, following
the completion of the Arklow mountain
bike trail. Winding its way through the
Arklow forest, the trail network totals
36-kilometres, with six kilometres of the
trail built to accommodate hand cycles,
allowing mountain bike riders with
disabilities the opportunity to enjoy
even more of the area. This includes
the Arklow Adaptive - a 9.2 kilometre
green loop that has been rated under
the Australian Adaptive MTB Guidelines
as Highly Accessible. Also underway in
Collie is a Mural Trail, which will feature
a number of murals throughout the
town, including a centrepiece mural at
the Wellington Dam.
The town of Dwellingup in Perth’s
Peel region is now home to WA’s first
purpose-built trails centre, with the new
Dwellingup Trails and Visitor Centre
opening to the public in September
2020.

Arklow Adaptive, Collie
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Equipped with a bike wash area,
hot showers and toilets, trails retail
and equipment hire, it is a must-visit
for those looking to experience the
town’s range of mountain bike, walk,
paddle, railway, four-wheel-drive and
horse trails. The Dwellingup Adventure
Trails project will deliver around
60-kilometres of dedicated single-track
mountain bike trails in and around the
town, connected by the realignment of
the Munda Biddi Trail.
Further south is one of the State’s
most popular natural attractions - the
Cape to Cape Track, which runs for
135-kilometres from Cape Naturaliste
to Cape Leeuwin in the Margaret
River region, and can be experienced
on a guided and non-guided tour.
The Bibbulmun Track is one of the
world’s great long-distance walking
trails, stretching 1,000 kilometres from
the Perth Hills to the historic city of
Albany, taking in towering forests,
mist-shrouded valleys and coastal
heathlands.

ECOTOURISM
The coastal city of Mandurah, located an
easy one-hour drive south of Perth, has
recently welcomed a number of new eco
tours showcasing the region’s natural
wonders, including Yalgorup National Park.
Salt and Bush Eco Tours offer small group
nature-based tours run by local professional
naturalist guides Jamie and Sebastian
Van Jones. Activities range from guided
kayak and sailing kayak tours of the PeelHarvey Estuary, and guided nature walks
showcasing local wildflowers, birds and
geology of the area.
Ways to Nature is another new eco tour
that explores the wetlands and wildlife of
Mandurah’s Peel-Harvey estuary. Operated
by local zoologist Sarah Wray, guests
will enjoy a guided nature walk around
the beautiful reserves of Mandurah’s
internationally significant Peel-Yalgorup
wetlands.
In WA’s South West, Bike Swim Hike
Dunsborough is a new tour operator
offering scenic adventure tours showcasing
the pristine Dunsborough coastline in
the Margaret River region. Catering to a
maximum of 10 people, the two-hour tours
cover two diverse cycling legs, including a
coastal hike spotting local flora and fauna,
with the opportunity to swim at some of
Dunsborough’s best beaches.
Eco-friendly accommodation - Take in the
tranquillity of stress-free (and guilt-free)
camping at a number of sites across WA. Set
among unspoilt environments, eco-friendly
properties such as Forest Rise Eco Retreat,
Eco Beach Broome, Karijini Eco Retreat and
Faraway Bay feature sustainable materials
and are designed to respect the surrounding
pristine landscapes.

There are also a number of minimal impact
glamping sites located across WA’s regions,
including Boogaloo Surf and Yoga Campsite and
Olio Bello in Margaret River, El Questro’s Emma
Gorge Resort, Bungle Bungle Savannah Lodge
in Purnululu National Park and Sal Salis
Ningaloo Reef.
The Margaret River region has recently
welcomed several new eco-friendly
accommodation offerings. Barn Hives in
Yallingup are architecturally designed, selfsustainable luxury eco-pods located next to
Barnyard 1978 restaurant; Petit Eco Cabin is a
single, architecturally designed timber cabin
nestled into trees and overlooking the organic
vineyards of Windows Estate winery; and
Margaret River Heartland – a fourth-generation
farm in the heart of the region – is now offering
‘off-the-grid’ accommodation in a weatherboard
cottage or ‘glampavan.’
Nature’s calendar – WA’s calendar of naturebased event is one to admire. At World Heritagelisted Ningaloo Reef in the State’s mid-north
west, you can swim with the world’s largest fish,
the gentle whale shark from March to July, as
well as humpback whales during their annual
migration between July, August and October.
WA is home to one of the world’s biggest
wildflower collections and you can enjoy the
glorious carpets of colour and curious blooms
for six months. The season begins in June in the
north, and sweeps down the State to finish with
a flurry on the south coast in November. WA also
has one of the longest whale watching seasons
in the world, with tours operating from May to
December, from the Kimberley in the north to
Esperance in the south. Humpback, southern
right and the rare blue whale can be seen, as
well as the Southern Hemisphere’s largest pod of
orcas (killer whales) off Bremer Bay. WA boasts
the largest population of humpback whales in
the world – an estimated 30,000.
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ISLAND
HOPPING
IN WA
Since being established as a national
park in July 2019, the Abrolhos Islands
has received a $10 million funding
boost to support sustainable tourism
development, including significant
infrastructure improvements over two
years (2019 to 2021). Accessing one of
WA’s most unique marine environments,
located 60-kilometres off the coast of
Geraldton, will soon be made easier
thanks to the construction of two new
jetties at East Wallabi and Beacon
Islands, which are expected to be
completed by early-2021.
In addition, Abrolhos Adventures
– operating from Geraldton – has
introduced a new vessel to its fleet.
Offering all-inclusive sightseeing day
tours to the Abrolhos Islands, the new
vessel reaches the islands in 80-minutes,
as opposed to 2.5-hours on other vessels.
In WA’s Golden Outback, Woody Island,
located 15 kilometres off the coast off
Esperance, now offers glamping tent
accommodation on the island. Operated
through Woody Island Eco Tours, the four
new tents are all individually styled with
decking and supreme ocean views.
Houtman Abrolohos Islands
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C U LT U R A L
AWAKENING
The rich and unique culture of Australia’s
Aboriginal people stretches back at least
50,000 years, making it the world’s oldest
living culture. Across coastal, urban and
outback WA, more than 100 Aboriginal
tourism operators proudly share their
fascinating stories, distinctive cultures and
traditional lands with visitors through a
variety of authentic experiences, and the
State continues to welcome a rise in the
number of Aboriginal tourism operators
wanting to share their culture.
In Perth, Warrang-Bridil is a new walking
tour that hopes to ‘close the gap’ on
the knowledge and understanding of
Nyoongar people’s heritage, as they
share their culture with visitors while
exploring the spectacular Derbal
Yerrigan (Swan River) and Optus Stadium
precinct. In the city of Bunbury in WA’s
South West, Troy Bennell from Ngalang
Wongi Aboriginal Cultural Tours weaves
his cultural knowledge into an array of
Dreamtime stories and whimsical yarns
about traditional and contemporary
Aboriginal life, sacred sites, the Nyoongar
six seasons and Dolphin Dreaming – linking
to Koombana Bay’s population of wild
bottlenose dolphins.
To celebrate WA’s rich culture, the Western
Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators
Council (WAITOC) has launched a new
Aboriginal Bushfood and Wildflower
Trails brochure, helping readers discover
medicinal, nutritional and cultural
significance of some of WA’s plants and
wildflowers, which Aboriginal people have
known about for centuries.

Waringarri Aboriginal Arts
Centre, Kununurra
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LUXE TOURISM
ESCAPES
Even in the wildest and most
spectacular frontiers of outback
WA you’ll find the comforts of fivestar luxury.
Luxury eco-retreat Sal Salis, located
on the shores of Ningaloo Reef in
the Cape Range National Park,
received an upgrade in early 2020.
Additions to the wilderness camp
include a new lodge area featuring
local art, refreshed beach furniture
and pathways, and new luxury
vehicles and golf buggies for guest
transfers. Each of the 15 eco-luxe
wilderness tents offers views of
the surrounding bush and over the
Indian Ocean.
In the North West, small expedition
cruises take you to one of the last
true wilderness areas on earth.
A selection of trusted charter
companies provide the experience
of a lifetime on-board its luxurious
vessels, including True North
Adventure Cruises, Kimberley
Quest, The Great Escape Charter
Company and Coral Expeditions.
Visitors can immerse themselves
in personalised activity-based
itineraries, providing unparalleled
access to stunning coastal
environments.

Kimberley Quest Cruises, the Kimberley
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AV I AT I O N
NEWS
WA’s regional destinations will receive a
boost to local tourism thanks to the release
of 50,000 reduced flights between Perth
and Broome, Kununurra and Exmouth.
Slipping into Broome time, experiencing
the magic of the Kimberley, or diving into
the wonders of the World Heritage-listed
Ningaloo Reef will be more affordable, with
Virgin Australia offering flights between
Perth and Broome from $199 one-way for
travel until October 30, 2021, while flights
to Kununurra are on offer from $249 oneway between now and September 30,
2021, when purchased 21 days in advance.
Additionally, the Kimberley Wanderer
Pass is giving travellers $300 towards
participating tours and experiences in
Kununurra and surrounds, when they
purchase a ticket through Virgin Australia.
Qantas is also offering special one-way
fares between Perth and Exmouth priced
at $169 during high season (March 28
to October 30) when booked 45 days in
advance.

Aviation services have also been increased
to regional areas, with Rex adding
additional flights from Perth to Albany,
Esperance, Carnarvon and Monkey Mia.
Albany now receives 14 services a week
from eight, while Esperance services have
increased to 13 from eight. The Gascoyne
region also has additional flights, with an
increase from five to eight services weekly
for Carnarvon, and an additional flight per
week for Monkey Mia, taking it up to four
weekly air services. One-way community
fares are priced at $139 for Albany, $138 for
Esperance, $158 for Monkey Mia and $199
for Carnarvon.
Exploring one of WA’s most diverse
destinations will soon be easier thanks
to Jetstar’s new direct flights between
Melbourne and Busselton in the Margaret
River region, set to take-off in mid-2021.
The new direct flights to Australia’s
premium wine region will operate
Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays,
departing Tullamarine Airport at 8:05am
AEST and arriving at Busselton-Margaret
River Airport at 9:10am WST; then returning
to Melbourne at 9:45am WST.

Busselton Jetty, Margaret River Region
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Ritz-Carlton, Perth

SPOTLIGHT
ON PERTH
– W H AT ’ S
NEW AND
W H AT ’ S
TO COME
Australia’s sunniest
capital city, Perth
effortlessly blends urban
cool with raw natural
beauty.
Its heart is bustling with new bars,
restaurants, hotels, shopping and cultural
spaces, and is also home to Kings Park
and Botanic Garden - one of the world’s
largest inner city parks. Just a short drive
away are the beautiful wineries of the
Swan Valley and a string of stunning
beaches where you can watch amazing
sunsets and even swim with wild dolphins.
So what’s new and what’s to come?

NEW HOTELS
Perth continues to offer a number
of new and refurbished properties
that have opened in the CBD and
surrounding urban and coastal areas.
In November 2019, the city welcomed
The Ritz-Carlton, Perth – the brand’s first
Australian build in more than 10 years.
Located at Elizabeth Quay, the luxury
property connects guests to WA’s way
of life through a contemporary take on
local culture, history and cuisine. The
hotel offers 205 guestrooms, including
19 suites, which feature sweeping
views of the Swan River; while its build
draws multi-sensory inspirations from
the stunning natural beauty of WA,
including a custom chandelier in the
hotel’s lobby, echoing the cascading
waters of Karijini gorges in the State’s
Pilbara region.
The Ritz-Carlton’s signature restaurant
and lounge, Hearth, offers bold new
interpretations of the classic Australian
barbecue, showcasing the finest and
freshest produce from the region’s
farmers, fisherman and artisans.
Meanwhile, hotel bar Songbird is one
of Perth’s hotspots for sunset drinks,
with the menu featuring local spirits,
craft beers and wines, a cocktails list
that focusses on native Australian
botanicals and custom made handblown glassware.

Located adjacent to the Elizabeth Quay
precinct, the 229-room hotel spans 18
floors, and includes an outdoor infinity
pool with views over the Swan River,
meeting and event spaces and a
fitness centre. The food and beverage
offerings include Reel Kitchen – with an
open kitchen concept showcasing fresh,
seasonal WA produce and seafood;
Oar Bistro, a deli and bakery located on
the boardwalk; and 18 Knots Rooftop
bar. Located on the 18th floor, the
rooftop venue offers breathtaking and
uninterrupted 360-views of the Swan
River and Perth city.
Perth’s iconic Parmelia Hilton
hotel has undergone a $45 million
transformation, and started welcoming
back visitors in February 2021. The
53-year old hotel now has a new-look,
and features completely touchless
Digital Key technology. Some of the
works carried out include a complete
revitalisation of the hotel lobby –
featuring locally inspired design and
artwork, the addition of 32 new rooms
and an executive lounge, refurbishment
of the restaurant, and an integrated
thoroughfare connecting the hotel
lobby to the Brookfield Place precinct.

Offering spectacular views over the
Swan River and Perth city skyline,
DoubleTree by Hilton Perth Waterfront
opened its doors in December 2020.
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The Melbourne, Perth

SNAPSHOT OF COMPLETED PROPERTIES
HOTEL

LOCATION

DATE OPENED

Alex Hotel

Northbridge

May 2015

ROOMS

74

COMO The Treasury

Perth city

September 2015

48
101

Sage Hotel

West Perth

August 2016

Quest East Perth

East Perth

November 2016

130

Crown Towers

Burswood

December 2016

500
121

Quest Fremantle

Fremantle

December 2016

Tribe Hotel

West Perth

May 2017

126

Aloft Perth

Rivervale

May 2017

224

InterContinental Perth City Centre
(redevelopment)

Perth city

October 2017

240

The Melbourne Hotel
(redevelopment)

Perth city

April 2018

73
368

The Westin

Perth city

April 2018

QT Perth

Perth city

August 2018

184

DoubleTree by Hilton
Perth Northbridge

Northbridge

January 2019

206
64

Discovery Rottnest Island

Rottnest Island

March 2019

Quay Perth (redevelopment)

Elizabeth Quay

June 2019

80

The Adnate Art Series Hotel

Perth city

October 2019

250

The Ritz-Carlton

Elizabeth Quay

November 2019

205

Novotel Perth Murray St

Perth city

December 2019

431
80

Samphire Rottnest

Rottnest Island

October 2020

Vibe Hotel

Subiaco

October 2020

168

Quest Perth Ascot

Ascot

October 2020

112

DoubleTree by Hilton Perth
Waterfont

Elizabeth Quay

December 2020

229
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Farmers’ Home Hotel, Northam

The inner-city suburb of Subiaco
welcomed its first lifestyle hotel, with
the opening of Vibe Hotel Subiaco
in October 2020. The 168-room
hotel features a rooftop pool, gym,
conference space, versatile guest rooms
that can be transformed into threebedroom suites, a St Marks Road Co.
eatery on the ground floor, and alfresco
dining at the rooftop Storehouse
Restaurant and Bar, offering 360 degree
views over Perth city and Kings Park.
Located in the heart of the picturesque
Avon Valley region, Northam is a
tranquil town located a 1.5-hour drive
north-east of Perth. In mid-2020,
the region welcomed the complete
revitalisation of the former Shamrock
Hotel – which is now a boutique
property known as the Farmers’
Home Hotel.

Developed by Nigel Oakley of the
Dome Group, whose hotel portfolio
also includes the impressive Premier
Mill Hotel in Katanning, Farmers’ Home
Hotel brings to life the hotel and
town’s history and character for the
community and visitors.
Since 2012, 49 new or redeveloped
hotels have opened in and around
Perth, adding 6,669 new rooms to the
local market with names such as The
Ritz-Carlton, COMO The Treasury, Crown
Towers, Alex Hotel, QT, Quay Perth,
DoubleTree by Hilton, and Vibe among
the mix.
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REVIVING PERTH’S
C U LT U R E A N D
H E R I TAG E
The spectacular new WA Museum Boola
Bardip opened at the Perth Cultural
Centre on November 21, 2020. The $400
million project will act as a gateway
to explore all of WA, using state-of-theart technology and innovative display
methods. Created with a ‘people first’
approach, more than 50,000 people
have contributed their thoughts to
the development of the museum’s
exhibitions and programs. Woven
throughout the museum are the stories
and perspectives of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. With the
new build almost four times bigger
than the previous WA Museum, there’s
nearly 6,000 square metres of gallery
space, including a 1,000 square metre
space to stage largescale, special
exhibitions. The new WA Museum
Boola Bardip includes the restoration
of heritage buildings, construction of a
new building, a public art project and
the design, production and installation
of museum content – including a muchloved 24-metre blue whale skeleton.
International design practices HASSELL
+ OMA joined forces with Multiplex
to lead the design for the highly
anticipated new museum.
Also in the Perth Cultural Centre, the
Art Gallery of WA’s rooftop is set to
transform into a multi-use gallery space
and rooftop venue – bringing art and
entertainment together against Perth’s
city skyline.

52 TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Due to open in early-2021, the
redevelopment project – Elevate – will
create the largest, commerciallyavailable rooftop venue in Perth,
accommodating up to 500 people. The
new rooftop will feature an open-air
sculpture walk, a new internal gallery
space for exhibitions and events, and
two outdoor multi-purpose spaces
with stunning views of the city. The
centrepiece of the rooftop will be a
new 34-metre contemporary Aboriginal
art piece by Nyoongar/Minang artist
Christopher Pease, which will wrap
around one-third of the rooftop wall.
One of the founding buildings along the
William Street strip in Perth’s cultural
hub of Northbridge, the Rechabite Hall,
has been given a new lease of life. Once
a vibrant dance hall, The Rechabite is
a new entertainment and dining venue
spanning four levels, and housing
multiple bars, restaurant and rooftop
space offering views over Northbridge
and the city. Double Rainbow is the
venue’s bar and kitchen, led by head
chef Jesse Blake, formerly from Petition
Kitchen. At the basement level is the
underground bar Goodwill Club – and a
25-metre cage lift will take patrons from
the basement to the rooftop. The fit-out
includes the stunning original staircase,
with Perth property developer Adrian
Fini ensuring the heritage elements of
the building are maintained.

The Royal Hotel, Perth
Photo by Rebecca Mansell

Built in 1882, The Royal Hotel reopened
its doors in November 2019 following
a major renovation driven by the man
behind The Standard in Northbridge,
John Parker. The original heart and soul
of Perth, the iconic corner pub – located
on Wellington and William Streets – has
transformed into a great Australian
pub once again. Featuring a corner
saloon on the street level, two bars,
a private dining room, karaoke room,
event/function space, and wrap-around
verandah overlooking Yagan Square,
the hotel’s history and charm has been
retained where possible, with its floor to
ceiling beams, wooden floorboards and
arched windows. Local craft beers are
complemented by a selection of oldschool brews including Swan Draught –
a nod to a time when the building was
owned by the iconic Swan Brewery. The
hotel is also home to Fleur – its standalone restaurant, which has opened
to rave reviews. Its menu is inspired by
Japanese cuisine and showcases WA
seafood and produce.
In 2018, Hibernian Place opened to the
public. Located in Perth’s east end,
the precinct combines the 368-room,
five-star The Westin Perth as well as
Guy Grossi’s Garum restaurant (his first
foray out of Melbourne), much-loved
WA wellness spa Bodhi, a coffee roaster,
rooftop bar and new eateries.
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Opening at the end of 2015, the State
Buildings has become one of Perth’s
most popular wining and dining
precincts. Situated in the centre of Perth
city, the former government buildings
have been reinvented. As well as being
home to luxury boutique hotel COMO
The Treasury – visitors will find David
Thompson’s Long Chim, celebrated
Perth chocolatier Sue Lewis, Rohan
Jewellery, COMO Shambala spa,
Wildflower restaurant (with a menu
that revolves around the six Aboriginal
seasons), a newly-opened late-night
jazz bar, Pooles Temple, and much
more. COMO The Treasury continues to
impress, with its most recent accolade
Best Hotel in the Australia Pacific
region in Conde Nast Traveler’s 2020
Reader’s Choice Awards. New additions
in 2021 include the opening of Edicole
– a bookstore, for the ‘modern explorer’
it’s located in the heart of the buildings’
at the Postal Hall.
The vibrant waterfront precinct of
Elizabeth Quay opened in 2016 and
has quickly become a focal point
for visitors and locals, with an everexpanding range of attractions. Look
out for The Island – a restaurant and
brewery inside a heritage pavilion
and The Reveley bar and restaurant
with water views; Willie Creek Pearls
flagship showroom; freshly made
gelato at Gusto; a water playground;
river cruises departing from the Quay
and neighbouring Barrack Square;
and an exciting calendar of pop-up
events.

Perth Street Art
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Furthermore, it is home to newlyopened The Ritz-Carlton, Perth.
The Perth City Link project has seen the
opening of two new public precincts Kings Square, a short walk from Perth
Arena, Northbridge and the Perth
Cultural Centre, where visitors can have
a bite to eat or relax in the gardens;
while Yagan Square is the flagship
public space, which opened in March
2018, and gives visitors a taste of WA’s
Aboriginal heritage and history. The
$73.5 million precinct is a place to meet,
eat, drink and shop, for the thousands
of workers and residents who pass
through as they connect with public
transport or walk between the CBD
and Northbridge. The area holds great
historical and cultural significance and
the name Yagan was chosen to reflect
this, with the Aboriginal warrior and
leader greatly respected among his
people.
Formerly disused heritage buildings
and laneways are now home to
bustling bars and street art. Through
independent non-profit group FORM,
more than 150 public walls across
Perth and surrounding suburbs have
become a canvas for local, interstate
and international artists. Additionally,
through the City of Perth’s Public Art
Strategy, there’s more than 100 works of
art of all shapes and sizes, distributed
through the city’s precincts, with visitors
able to admire the art on self-guided
walking trails or by taking a tour with
one of several walking tour companies.

A NEW ERA FOR
E N T E R TA I N M E N T
AND SPORTING
EVENTS
Perth’s 60,000 seat Optus Stadium
opened to applause in 2018, and has
since hosted sell-out sporting and
music events, as well as winning 34
Australian and international awards
for its unique design. The state-of-theart build was dubbed the ‘world’s most
beautiful stadium’ after winning the
prestigious Prix Versailles Architecture
Award - Sports - 2019, as presented by
UNESCO and the International Union of
Architects.
Home to the Australian Football
League (AFL) in WA, Optus Stadium is a
multi-purpose venue designed to also
host cricket, rugby union and rugby
league, soccer, athletics and music
concerts. The innovative fan first design
features two 340sqm super screens –
among the largest stadium screens in
the Southern Hemisphere. This means
that by day, fans won’t miss a beat of
the on-ground action and, after dark,
the stadium’s world-class LED lighting
display will entertain.

The stadium has also welcomed
the opening of an exciting new tour
experience – the HALO Rooftop Climb.
Guests can climb the 78 steps up to the
roof of the stadium on a guided tour
and experience the stunning city views,
take in a bird’s-eye view of the field of
play, and sit in seats 42 metres above
the ground. Other tour options include
‘behind the scenes’ guided tours of the
stadium, and Warrang-Bridil Aboriginal
cultural tours around the stadium
precinct. Situated next to Perth’s
iconic Swan River, and surrounded by
parkland, nature playgrounds and
public art, the stadium precinct is also
home to The Camfield – Australia’s
biggest pub – with room for up to 2,500
patrons, it features a microbrewery, five
bars, 180 beer taps, and unsurpassed
views of the Perth CBD and the river.

HALO at Optus Stadium, Perth
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NEW TOUR OFFERINGS
IN PERTH
Perth’s Matagarup Bridge is the
centrepiece for an iconic new adventure
tourism attraction – the Matagarup
Bridge Zip+Climb, which opened in
January 2021. Guests can climb the 314
steps to reach the bridge’s 72-metrehigh Sky View platform – offering
stunning 360-degree views over the city,
Swan River and Optus Stadium. In mid2021, adventure seekers will be able to
zip-line from the launch platform of the
bridge, 400 metres across the Swan
River to a landing platform in Burswood
Park. Completed in 2018, the Matagarup
Bridge provides pedestrian access over
the Swan River, from East Perth to the
Optus Stadium precinct.
Visitors can also experience the Swan
River from a fun and unique perspective
thanks to the introduction of two new
waterbiking tours. Perth Waterbike
Adventures, which depart from Matilda
Bay, and Perth Waterbike Co, departing
from South Perth, allow guests to safely
pedal and glide across the Swan River,
with a range of different tours on offer.
Also complementing the new Swan
River offerings is GoGo Active Tours’
new Cliffs and Caves Kayak tour, which
paddles along the riverbanks and cliff
face of East Fremantle and Bicton Bay,
with the team from GoGo Active Tours
also offering bike tours.

Perth has also welcomed a collection
of new walking tours in recent years,
offering a unique way to soak up
the city’s cultural, nature-based and
culinary attractions. Launched in
early-2019, The Hike Collective is an
ecotourism tour operation highlighting
natural landscapes in all corners of the
city, including Rottnest Island, Perth
Hills and its metropolitan beaches.
In Perth’s port city, the passionate
team at Fremantle Tours has added
several new tours to its current offering,
including a Street Art, Beers and Bikes
tour, Fremantle Street Art Walk tour and
Vegan Food Tour. Local favourite Oh
Hey WA and award-winning Two Feet &
A Heartbeat continue to grow its suite
of Perth walking tours, incorporating
coffee, art and culture; small bars and
dining; history and culture; nature and
wildlife. Visitors to Kings Park can learn
about its intriguing past and spiritual
significance to the Aboriginal people on
a tour with Go Cultural Tours or
Nyungar Tours.

Nyungar Tours, Kings Park
Photo by Jarrad Seng
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PERTH’S NEW
H O S P I TA L I T Y
OFFERINGS
Perth continues to welcome an influx
of new hospitality venues across the
city. Sitting on the banks of the Swan
River, in the historic Old Swan Brewery
site near Kings Park, Cooee is set to
be a new landmark WA restaurant.
Led by Michelin-star veteran chef Alan
Wise, the menu celebrates WA’s rich
abundance of local produce. It opened
in November 2020, and can seat 125 for
breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Due to open in 2021, Pirate Life Perth
will be a 1,000 person brew-pub,
and the first WA venue for the South
Australian brewery. Located on Murray
Street in Perth’s CBD, the multi-storey
space will house three bars and two
kitchens catering to casual bar bites
and restaurant meals, in addition to
brewing almost all of Pirate Life’s main
beers on-site.
The historic Victoria Quay A Shed at
Fremantle Harbour will soon house a
new brewery, with leading Perth craft
brewer Gage Roads Brewing set to open
its first public-facing venue. Due to open
late-2021, the family-friendly venue will
include a microbrewery, restaurant and
bar, a children’s play area, and al fresco
seating overlooking the strip of ocean
between Fremantle and Rottnest Island
from which Gage Roads took its name.
This is the first project to be announced
as part of Fremantle’s Victoria Quay
revitalisation – which looks to develop
the precinct into a major tourism and
civic space.

Also in Fremantle, a new urban distillery
has opened its doors. Republic of
Fremantle crafts signature vodka and
gin using innovative grape-to-glass
distilling methods – sourcing wine from
WA vineyards which is then double
distilled in a custom-built copper still,
located at the venue. The 100-seat bar
and kitchen – with additional bar space
to come in 2021 – offers tasting flights
and a selection of small share plates
and snacks. And in South Fremantle,
the historic Sealanes warehouse site
on South Beach has been transformed
into a world-class brewery and distillery
- Running with Thieves. The new bar,
restaurant and retail outlet produces
a range of craft beers, in addition to
premium spirits and crafted cocktails.
Perth’s iconic Swan River recently
welcomed the opening of its first
permanent floating venue, The Raft.
Catering for up to 250 people, the event
space offers uninterrupted Perth city
views, with access available via the
private tender vessel, and is set to host
a range of ticketed events throughout
the year.
In WA’s oldest wine region, the Swan
Valley – located an easy 25-minute
drive from Perth city - some of the latest
offerings include Bailey Brewing Co. – a
large, family friendly brewery serving
up classic pub meals; and Funk Cider’s
much larger new venue – Funk Cider 2.0,
with 18 taps pouring all of the cidery
favourites.
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C OA S TA L R E V I VA L
Perth’s coastal suburbs have also undergone
change, with Scarborough Beach one of the
most significant. The $100 million foreshore
project saw the opening of an eight-lane, 50
metre beach pool, new eateries, skate park,
children’s playground, basketball area and
picnic space. The coastal hotspot is also
home to the popular Scarborough Sunset
Markets.
The scenic blue hues of City Beach is home
to lush lawns, white sand and an expanding
range of waterfront dining options, Odyssea,
Hamptons, Rise and Clancy’s Fish Bar. Trigg
Beach has also seen its dining offering
expand with the opening of Island Market (by
the Kailis team) and Cottesloe has welcomed
Canteen Pizza.

Scarborough Beach Pool
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FREMANTLE’S
RENAISSANCE
There is a sense of fervour
and rediscovery of Fremantle
(located 25-minute drive
from Perth, or an easy train
ride) as a city of heritage,
culture, spirit and soul, as
it continues to welcome new
food and drink offerings,
accommodation, tours and
events, leaving no shortage
of experiences for visitors.
The bohemian city blends old
with the new, home to a 19th
century port streetscape,
w h i l e b u z z i n g m a r ke t s , l i ve l y
bars and casual street cafes
give a taste of 21st century
life with the locals.

The Old Synangogue, Fremantle
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RESURGENT
H O S P I TA L I T Y S C E N E
There is an unprecedented level of sophistication in Fremantle’s new hospitality
venues, where historic spaces and buildings are being transformed into an
impressive line-up of mouth-watering venues.
•

The Republic of Fremantle is a gin
distillery housed in a 19th century
warehouse, crafting spirits from
scratch and sourcing wines from
premium West Australian vineyards.
There’s also a gin school.

•

The beautifully restored 120
year-old National Trust Drill Hall
building has been converted into
Freo Social - a multi-purpose venue
with an onsite microbrewery and
entertainment hall for live music.

•

Running with Thieves is a new
brewery and distillery, located in
the historic Sealanes warehouse,
serving up craft beers and premium
spirits produced from three copper
pot stills.

•

•

The Old Synagogue at the top of
the iconic ‘Cappuccino Strip’ (South
Terrace) has been transformed
into a diners’ dream, complete with
a modern Asian restaurant, beer
garden and rooftop bar.

The National Hotel has defied
the odds of murder, mystery and
fires to grace the entrance to
WA’s largest heritage precinct at
Fremantle’s west end, offering
luxury accommodation and
opening Fremantle’s first rooftop
bar to showcase 360 degree views
over the city and across to Rottnest
Island.

•

For Asian-inspired delights, Emily
Taylor – the signature bar and
restaurant for the recently restored
Heritage-listed Warders Hotel –
serves up dumplings, buns and
bites.

One of Fremantle’s iconic seafood
restaurants Kailis Fish Market Café
has a new look - inspired by 80’s
fish and chip shops and New York
City Jewish delis - and a more
extensive menu, focusing on underutilised fish and seafood.

•

A new shipping container bar and
brewery has opened next to the
Hougoumont Hotel. Calamity’s Rod
offers a range of craft beers on
tap in an industrial-style outdoor
setting.

Located in the west end, the
award-winning tiki-themed rum
bar Jungle Bird has been serving
up rum and whiskeys from around
the world, alongside a Caribbean
inspired food menu.

•

Located in a heritage-listed
building, the quirky Darling Darling
bar makes you feel like you’re
sailing the high seas with its
nautical theme.

•

•

•

Kahuna Brewery has opened in the
Old Monk venue on South Terrace,
AKA, the ‘Cappuccino Strip’.
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Running with Thieves, Fremantle

•

Inspired by the boteco’s of São
Paulo, Barcelona & Rome, South
Fremantle’s Madelena’s features
natural, low intervention wines,
craft beers, vermouths and West
Australian sustainable seafood and
produce.

•

Located in the east end of
Fremantle, Sunshine Harvester
Works (formerly The Mantle) is
a food hall with a difference - a
perfect place to meet with friends
and family and enjoy the variety of
local food on offer.

•

Situated in the historic FederationEra ‘Evan Davies’ building, The
Beerporium offers Australian
craft beers accompanied by tasty
woodfired tucker in an eclectic
and relaxed venue that celebrates
Fremantle and the art of brewing.

•

Old Faithful Bar & BBQ has opened
its second Perth venue, in a
130-year-old heritage building in
Fremantle. The new 200-capacity
basement bar and restaurant
features 32 beer taps, and rare
whiskies with a food menu of
smoked meats and sides, burgers,
sandwiches and meat platters.
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TOURS SHINE THE
LIGHT ON FREMANTLE
The passionate team at Fremantle
Tours has launched several new tours
to its current offering, including a Street
Art, Beers and Bikes tour, Fremantle
Street Art Walk tour and Vegan Food
tour of the historic city. These tours
are designed for visitors to experience
Fremantle from the perspective of a
traditional “Freo” local.
Now offering bespoke experiences,
Fremantle Food Tours is the most
delicious way to visit Fremantle.

Guests explore the city’s heritage
streetscapes hear the history of the
foods they’re eating and indulge in
an culinary experience of Fremantle’s
top restaurants, cafés and hospitality
venues.
For those who want to explore
Fremantle at their own pace, there are
two new self-guided cycle trails that
take in all the highlights, including
Fremantle Prison, Monument Hill,
Victoria Quay and the Fishing Boat
Harbour. Pick up your map at Fremantle
Visitor Centre in Kings Square, and
hotels and bike shops in Fremantle.

Fremantle Food Tours
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REVIVING FREMANTLE’S
CIVIC HEART
A once-in-a-generation redevelopment
of Fremantle’s Kings Square will see
the civic heart of Perth’s port city
transformed into a vibrant cultural
and commercial hub. Complementing
Fremantle’s eclectic small bar and
dining scene, this latest project
comprises FOMO - a redevelopment
including a meld of art, architecture,
culture, retail and dining experiences,
five-star green star commercial spaces,
and a revamped city square with a
range of public facilities. The precinct
will have an energy efficient design,
with the use of renewable energy and
water saving technologies.
Due for completion by the end of 2021,
the buildings and public spaces are
intended to fit the unique character
and history of Kings Square, enhancing
the heritage values of the nearby
Fremantle Town Hall and church.

Additionally, the Fremantle Council has
voted to change the name of Kings
Square to Walyalup Kort – a Whadjuk
Nyoongar name meaning ‘Heart of
Fremantle’. The name is currently
awaiting formal approval.
Fremantle’s iconic heritage-listed
Warder’s Cottages, located next door to
the Fremantle Markets, have undergone
a stunning restoration and reopened
as the Warders Hotel in November
2020. The small boutique hotel occupies
the old limestone cottages, with
the historic rooms brought back to
the original timbers and stonework,
finished off with luxury features and
furniture. Guests have direct access to
a little corner bar, Gimlet, for breakfast,
snacks and evening drinks, or they can
adventure into Emily Taylor, an Asianinspired kitchen and bar located in the
courtyard.

Kings Square, Fremantle
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THE
R E V I VA L
OF
ROTTNEST
ISLAND
W i t h i t s 6 3 s e c l u d e d w h i te
s a n d y b e a c h e s a n d 2 0 b a y s , i t ’s
e a s y to s e e w h y t h e p e o p l e o f
Pe r t h p ro u d l y d e c l a re Ro t t n e s t
I s l a n d ( o r “ Ro t to” ) t h e i r ve r y
ow n i s l a n d p a ra d i s e .
L o c a te d j u s t a s h o r t fe r r y
r i d e fro m P e r t h , F re m a n t l e
o r H i l l a r y s , Ro t t n e s t I s l a n d i s
c l a s s i f i e d a s a C l a s s A Re s e r ve ,
and boasts an abundance
o f n a t u ra l a s s e t s , i n c l u d i n g
s o m e o f WA’s b e s t s w i m m i n g ,
s n o r ke l l i n g a n d s u r f i n g
beaches.
One of the unique elements
o f Ro t t n e s t I s l a n d i s t h a t i t ’s
a l m o s t a c a r- fre e zo n e , w i t h t h e
m o s t p o p u l a r m o d e o f t ra n s p o r t
b e i n g t h e b i c yc l e . M a n y o f t h e
i s l a n d ’s to u r i s m o f fe r i n g s a n d
p ra c t i c e s re f l e c t t h e fo c u s o n
d e l i ve r i n g s u s ta i n a b l e a n d
i n s p i ra t i o n a l p ro d u c t s w i t h
m i n i m a l e n v i ro n m e n ta l i m p a c t .
Quokka, Rottnest Island

Native inhabitant – the quokka (the small, furry and very cute marsupial) became
an internet sensation after an online news source declared it the ‘world’s happiest
animal’ – amplifying the social media trend, the #quokkaselfie. Celebrities
including Margot Robbie, Roger Federer, Chris Hemsworth, Shawn Mendes, Kylie
Minogue and Hugh Jackman have even captured their own quokka selfie on visits
to the island.
The pristine island is the perfect escape to relax and recharge, but you can also
explore the island’s unique aquatic environment, beautiful landscapes, and
historic attractions under your own steam or on a guided tour. There is so much to
see and do, including snorkelling, kayaking and stand up paddle boarding.
There are many exciting experiences (seasonal trading hours do apply to some
experiences) on offer, including:
•

Walking tours. Explore the island’s
diverse and stunning landscapes
on the Wadjemup Bidi walking
trails, either self-guided or join
a walking tour with The Hike
Collective

•

Aquatic adventures. Explore the
island’s marine environment by
snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up
paddle boarding or surfing. Hire
equipment from Pedal & Flipper
and Aquaplay Hire or enjoy a
guided tour with Aquaplay Seabike
Tours or Rottnest Island Glass
Bottom Sea Kayaking Tours

•

•
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Join a boat cruise. Catch your own
dinner on a seafood cruise with
Rottnest Cruises, go snorkelling or
watch the sunset on a catamaran
with Charter 1, or go whale
watching, explore the coastline or
take a jetboat ride with Journey
Beyond’s Eco Express Marine Tours
Get a bird’s eye view. Take in
amazing aerial views as you see
Rottnest Island from a whole new
perspective on a tandem skydive
with Skydive Geronimo or scenic joy
flight with Rottnest Air Taxi
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•

An island with a thousand
stories. Take part in a smoking
ceremony and learn the cultural
and spiritual significance of
Wadjemup (Rottnest Island)
to the Traditional Owners, the
Whadjuk Noongar people on a
tour with Go Cultural Aboriginal
Tours and Experiences

•

Tour on wheels. See the sights
in air-conditioned comfort on
the Island Explorer hop on/
hop off bus service or Discover
Rottnest Bus Tour. Or enjoy the
wind in your hair as you explore
with Paul’s Eco E-Bikes Tours or
Segway WA Tours

•

Treat Yourself. Relax and
Recharge with a massage at
Karma Rottnest Spa and then
watch the sun set over the ocean
as you dine on delicious food
and drinks at one of the Island’s
ocean front restaurants.
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Discovery Rottnest Island
66 TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

In addition to these experiences, over
the last few years the island received
a major boost to its accommodation
offering, with the opening of ‘glamping’
resort Discovery - Rottnest Island, and
Samphire Rottnest.
Discovery Rottnest Island opened
in March 2019, and offers visitors
contemporary and environmentallyconscious accommodation. Nestled
behind the dunes of Pinky Beach,
and a few steps away from one of
the island’s most popular swimming
spots - The Basin, the retreat retains
Rottnest’s laid-back WA character.
The accommodation comprises 83 low
impact eco tents of varying sizes and
styles to suit a range of budgets, from
luxury ‘glamping’ to affordable family
accommodation. The development
also includes Pinky’s Beach Club,
which features a swimming pool and
fresh contemporary restaurant and
alfresco bar for guests and beachgoers
– offering an open air design in
keeping with the surrounding natural
environment.
In October 2020 the island welcomed
its first boutique luxury accommodation
offering, Samphire Rottnest. Named
after the native samphire plants found
on the island, and set within the natural
habitat of the A-Class Reserve, the
hotel embraces the essence of Rottnest
and encourages guests to immerse
themselves in the natural elements and
feel the sand beyond their toes.

Samphire Rottnest

Ideally situated on Thomson Bay next
door to the iconic Hotel Rottnest, the
80-room architecturally designed
accommodation offers 64 generous
guest rooms and 16 spacious rooms
positioned at the front, all with
private balconies.
The development also includes
lagoon-like pools, catering to
adults and children with day beds
and umbrellas. Dining options
include Lontara, which is inspired
by South East Asia combined with
the finest produce from WA’s land
and sea, Hotel Rottnest, which is
just next door, The Beach Club and
Bayside Bar. Hotel Rottnest will
also receive a refresh to allow it to
morph seamlessly with the new
development.
Following a call-out in March 2020
for an expression of interest to
redevelop the Rottnest Island Lodge,
a Perth-based consortium has been
selected as the preferred proponent
to develop the site. A $40 million
proposal from Place Development
Australia, GPA Pty Ltd and Sirona
Capital includes 94 rooms, a day
spa, restaurant, kiosk, beach lounge,
coffee shop, bar, new pool and onsite
staff accommodation, with the
proposed design to be advertised
for public comment. The project is
anticipated to start in mid-2022 with
completion due in 2025.
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Lake Ballard, Australia’s Golden Outback

UNCOVER
HISTORY
IN THE
GOLDFIELDS
W i t h s u c h a r i c h h i s to r y fro m
the boom times of the gold
r u s h i n t h e l a te 1 8 9 0 s , We s te r n
A u s t ra l i a ’s G o l d f i e l d s h a s s e e n
m a n y p e o p l e c a l l i t h o m e ove r
t h e ye a rs .
T h e va s t n u m b e r o f p e o p l e
w h o d e s c e n d e d o n t h e re g i o n
fro m ove rs e a s a n d i n te rs ta te
during gold-rush times also
m a ke s i t a h o t s p o t to d a y
fo r v i s i to rs ex p l o r i n g t h e i r
a n c e s t r y c o n n e c t i o n to t h e
o u t b a c k a re a . T h i s g o l d - r u s h
h e r i ta g e , c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e
re g i o n ’s s t r i k i n g l a n d s c a p e s ,
n a t u ra l b o u n t y a n d A b o r i g i n a l
h i s to r y, m a ke s t h e G o l d f i e l d s a
t r u l y u n i q u e A u s t ra l i a n o u t b a c k
g e ta wa y.

Heart of gold
Head into the heart of gold country at
Kalgoorlie, where charming colonial
buildings and fascinating gold-rush
history can be found. Then, there’s the
Super Pit, where visitors can look out
over Australia’s biggest working open
cut gold mine – 1.5 kilometres across
and 600 metres deep.
Hannan’s North Tourist Mine in
Kalgoorlie allows visitors to head back
in time to pan for gold and wander
through a replica miners’ village with
interpretative centre displays. For a selfguided journey, try the Heart of Gold
Australia app - the trail takes visitors on
an interactive gold journey of discovery
with augmented reality, videos and
games.

Since its formation in 1946, the Eastern
Goldfields Historical Society has been
recording, preserving, researching
and promoting the Goldfields region.
Mostly run by volunteers, the non-profit
organisation helps hundreds of visitors
and researchers learn about the region
and the people who built it.
The region’s first inhabitants were the
Aboriginal people who lived in the
region thousands of years before the
early explorers paved the way for goldseeking prospectors. This history can be
explored with Bush Ghoodhu Wongutha
Tours, sharing its passion for country
and culture through a range of tours
and educational programs.

Unearthing the past

The northern Goldfields ghost towns
of Leonora and Gwalia tell the story
of early gold prospecting dreams
that have long been abandoned.
Strolling through its empty streets and
miners’ huts, visitors will feel as though
they’ve stumbled upon an empty set
of a Western film. Dust coats historic
buildings in cloaks of brown and gold,
stores and homes lay abandoned and
the wind seems to whisper with the
voices of local ghosts.

Many of the original townships remain
throughout the Goldfields, with the
historical character buildings and
museums providing a fascinating
glimpse into the wild and colourful
spirit of the gold rush era.

Explore Hoover House at Gwalia, which
tells the history of Herbert Hoover’s
early days as a mine manager before
becoming US President, or discover one
of the most fascinating places from the
gold mining era - the Gwalia Museum.

Modern flavour
While much of this wild-west frontier
feel remains, the twin cities of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder also now exude a modern,
cosmopolitan feel and today, buzzing
cafés and restaurants stand beside
historic outback pubs, along with a
burgeoning street art/mural scene.
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The Great Beyond Explorers’ Hall of
Fame at Laverton complements the rich
visual history of the northern Goldfields
with cutting edge technology, bringing
to life characters and stories from the
past.

Outback adventures

Tying together these quintessentially
outback experiences is the Golden
Quest Discovery Trail, a 965 kilometre
self-drive adventure through the
region, taking in Kalgoorlie-Boulder,
Coolgardie, Menzies, Kookynie, and
Leonora.

One of Australia’s largest outdoor art
displays can be found a 1.5-hour drive
north of Kalgoorlie at Lake Ballard near
Menzies. Internationally acclaimed
artist Antony Gormley placed 51
striking sculptures across seven square
kilometres of the remote salt lake bed,
which were unveiled in 2003 for the 50th
anniversary of the Perth International
Arts Festival. Each sculpture represents
one of the 131 local residents, whose
bodies were scanned for casts.

Gwalia Museum, Australia’s Golden Outback
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The natural landscape of the Goldfields
region and surrounds is a dazzling
display of outback plains, huge deserts
and salt lakes, wild woodland and
rugged rocky outcrops.

WITNESS
W A’ S
W I L D F LOW E R S
We s te r n Au s t ra l i a i s h o m e to
one of the largest wildflower
displays on Earth, with more
than 12,000 species that
colour the landscapes from
coast to forest and city to
outback.
M o r e t h a n 6 0 p e r c e n t o f W A’ s
wildflower species are found
nowhere else in the world,
which is further boosted by
its 100-plus national parks,
giving wildflower chasers
endless opportunities to get
up close to nature.
As well as sheer numbers,
W A’ s w i l d f l o w e r s a r e f a m e d
for their uniqueness, both in
d es i g n a n d b e h a v i o u r. T h ey
bring a spectacle of colour
that needs to be experienced
to be believed, attracting
thousands of tourists and
s c i e n t i s t s e a c h ye a r.

Wildflowers, Australia’s Golden Outback
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Wildflowers, Coalseam Conservation Par

WHERE THE
W I L D F LOW E R S A R E
The six-month flowering season generally begins
in the north in June on the vast outback plains of
the Pilbara, Goldfields and Coral Coast - where
vibrant blooms contrast with pindan earth, rugged
canyons and turquoise sea. By September, it moves
south and reaches Perth’s botanical gardens, nature
reserves and national parks, finishing in October
and November throughout the forests and coastal
heaths of the South West.

PLAN AHEAD
Before leaving for a wildflower adventure
it’s always a good idea to spend some time
planning. The WA Wildflower Guide contains great
information and includes 11 self-drive trails, or stay
up-to-date with the online Wildflower Tracker,
available through the WA Visitor Centre website
during the season.
When travelling, it is worth stopping at visitor
centres in towns around the State for additional
information about specific wildflower blooms and
local road conditions.
For those looking for a guided option, hop on
one of the specialist wildflower tours such as
Luxury Outback Tours, ADAMS Pinnacle Tours,
Casey Australia Tours, Australian Adventure Travel,
Busaround Tours, Down Under Discoveries, Two
Feet and a Heartbeat, GoGo Active Tours and The
Hike Collective.
There are also a number of floral-themed events
and festivals held across the state to celebrate the
unique wildflower season.
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HOTSPOTS
In the North West, the Pilbara’s Karijini
National Park always impresses with
an abundance of wildflowers. Here, the
land is blanketed by yellow-flowering
Cassias and Wattles, northern bluebells
and purple Mulla-Mullas during the
cooler months, but after heavy rains
many plants bloom bountifully.
Along the Coral Coast and across the
Midwest must-see spots include Lesueur
National Park, which is home to over
900 plant species equating to 10 per
cent of WA’s known flora population,
making it a paradise for wildflower
enthusiasts.
The stunning Cape Range National
Park in Exmouth is another popular
destination that puts on a colourful
flora show each season. Look out for
Grevilleas, Kurrajongs and Verticordias.
Coalseam Conservation Park, located
between sandplain and arid country,
is also rated highly with plenty
of wildflower varieties including
Everlastings, Banksias, Hakeas and
Grevilleas staging explosions of colour.

In Perth, swathes of nature reserves and
national parks offer an assortment of
colourful blooms, such as Kings Park
and Botanic Garden where visitors can
peruse over 3,000 of the State’s native
species in the heart of the city.
Travelling into the South West region,
there are more than 8,000 flower
species that bloom during the peak
season. The Cape to Cape track, starting
at Cape Leeuwin, showcases varieties
such as Vanilla Orchids, Wisteria,
Clematis, Coastal Pimelea and Fan
Flowers.
Another magnificent location to note
on the South Coast is Fitzgerald River
National Park near Esperance. Home
to almost 20 per cent of WA’s plant
species, it’s one of Australia’s largest
and most botanically significant
national parks.
Within the same region, Stirling Range
and Cape Le Grand national parks
also offer a diverse assortment of
wildflowers.

Heading east is the Goldfields
Woodlands National Park, which
provides impressive views of the
kwongon sandplain heaths, a
biodiversity hotspot.
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Coral Bay, Ningaloo

W A’ S
CORAL
COAST
H I G H WAY
BY
MAX
BREARLEY
J o u r n ey i n g n o r t h o f P e r t h ,
a d ve n t u re a wa i t s a l o n g
t h e Co ra l Co a s t ; a 1 , 2 5 0 k m
d r i ve fro m P e r t h to t h e
fa m e d Wo r l d H e r i ta g e - l i s te d
N i n g a l o o Re e f.
Ta k i n g i n c o a s ta l a n d i n l a n d
ex p e r i e n c e s a l o n g t h e wa y,
i t i s a t r u e We s t A u s t ra l i a n
a d ve n t u re .

The Indian Ocean Drive skirts the towns
of Cervantes, Jurien Bay, Leeman and
Dongara, where you’ll find unexpected
food and drink experiences; The Lobster
Shack at Cervantes celebrating one of
the state’s many premium food exports,
while Illegal Tender Rum Co at Dongara
adds to an ever-growing number of
distilleries in the state.
The Pinnacles, 17 kilometres south of
Cervantes within Nambung National
Park, is unforgettable and ethereal,
with its thousands of limestone pillars
pointing skyward. A traditional site of
“women’s business” within Noongar
culture, the pillars are said to be young
men punished for straying into the
sacred area, encased in sand and
stone, their weapons pointing to the sky.
Inland regions draw wildflower hunters,
both experienced and novice, in late
winter and early spring. Western
Australia is rich in flora with over 12,000
identified wildflower species. Lesueur
National Park, 20 kilometres from Jurien
Bay, is a starting point for many.
Geraldton, 420 kilometres from Perth,
is a centre for cray (lobster) fishing, a
rugged industry with an international
reputation for quality, and one which
can be experienced just offshore.
Operators like Jay Cox of Eco Abrolhos
run crayfish tours, guests boarding the
cray boat for a few hours, pulling up
pots laden with crays, with the 30-year
veteran of the industry. It’s a hands-on
experience that culminates on dry land,
feasting on the days catch at local
restaurant Skeetas (owned by Jay Cox’s
brother, Colin Cox).

For those who have a thirst for more
ocean-going adventure off the Coral
Coast, Eco Abrolhos also offer fiveday cruises to their namesake, the
Houtman Abrolhos islands, located
70 kilometres from Geraldton. Rich
with coral reef and an abundance of
marine life some have dubbed them
the “Galapagos Islands of the Indian
Ocean.” While this natural history
is an undoubted draw there’s also
much evidence of the relationship
between past travellers and the
ocean, with shipwrecks dotted along
the coast, and the stories attached
to each. Most famous is that of the
Batavia which was wrecked off the
islands in 1629. Flagship of the Dutch
East India Company, the story of the
Batavia is also one famed for mutiny
and murder.
Kalbarri, 156 kilometres drive from
Geraldton has long been a draw
for West Australians looking for
coastal adventure: fishing, surfing,
swimming and windsurfing.
Spectacular as it is from land, it’s
from the air that you get another
breathtaking perspective. Scenic
flights skirt coastal icons like the
Zuytdorp Cliffs (named after another
wreck) and Hutt Lagoon, one of
Western Australia’s vivid pink lakes.
A guaranteed Instagram hit for the
social media savvy.
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Back on the ground, Kalbarri is famed
for its vivid red gorges that offer
excellent hiking, along the likes of the
Z Bend Trail, which in its approximately
two-hour return is a test of fitness,
clambering over rocks as you descend
into the Tumblagooda gorge. Sandstone
in many of the gorges is dated at 400
million years old. Hiking in and out of
the gorges should be done with care
and a thought of the risks associated.
Suspended 100-metre-high and
projecting 25 and 17 metres respectively
from the rim of the Murchison Gorge new
skywalks offer an impressive experience,
albeit with less exertion than hiking
and accessible to all. Interpretative
signs around the skywalks and the
magnificent Nature’s Window tell the
story of the Nanda people.
400 kilometres from Kalbarri, the RAC
Monkey Mia Dolphin Resort offers
beachside comfort with its mix of camp
sites, hotel rooms and ocean side chalets.
The wild bottlenose dolphin pod that
give the resort its name has for decades
been a draw for tourists as they interact
with trained rangers in the shallows.

Dirk Hartog Island, Shark Bay
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The Francois Peron National Park on the
Peron Peninsula reaches out into Shark
Bay. World Heritage-listed, these waters
support humpback whales, loggerhead
turtles, and dugongs.
In Denham a tour with Darren “Capes”
Capewell, of Wula Gura Nyinda Eco
Adventures, unlocks the culture of the
region’s First People alongside the
coastal landscape. A Nhanda and
Malgana man, Capewell is renowned
for his tours of Francois Peron National
Park; on country that he knows as
Gutharraguda. Tours are varied with
some guests choosing to kayak the
sheltered waters of Shark Bay, take a
four-wheel-drive tour of the National
Park, or experience a catch and cook
overnight safari on the pindan red coast.
Dirk Hartog Island, 80 kilometres long
and between three and 15 kilometres
across, is Western Australia’s largest
island; where landfall was first made
by Europeans in 1616. A getaway that
offers camping on deserted stretches
of coastline as well as stays at the
homestead campground and eco lodge,
run by the Wardle family. Keiran Wardle’s
family farmed here when his grandfather
acquired the island in the 1960s.

In recent years the island has been
designated National Park, with the
Wardle’s retaining their homestead
and turning to a rugged, unforgettable
brand of tourism. Island Life, their
nascent festival (held each August)
offers a heady mix of culinary
indulgence and island experience.
Wooramel Station, just 119 kilometres
south of Carnarvon, is a 1,430 square
kilometre property which borders the
Indian Ocean to the west and stretches
inland to the east. Alongside a working
station its riverside retreat - a mix of
camping, eco tents and chalets – offers
natural artesian baths, communal
campfires and homecooked meals
alongside what is for much of the time
a vast dry riverbed upon which cattle
meander.
Carnarvon’s reputation is built on its
place at the heart of the Gascoyne food
region, with its annual food festival
(running usually throughout August)
a perfect time to discover the region.
Carnarvon’s Windfest offers a different
view of the town’s attributes, positioning
it as a destination for windsurfing, SUP,
and kitesurfing enthusiasts.
Inland from Carnarvon, Mount Augustus,
known as Burringurrah to the Wajarri
people, is often likened to Uluru, an
‘island mountain’ that rises 715 metres
above the plains. Sandstone sections
of Burringurrah have been dated at
1.6 billion years old, with Aboriginal
petroglyphs accessible that are dated to
tens of thousands of years.
For many travelling north of Carnarvon,
on the last leg of a Coral Coast
adventure, is their reason for coming.
To swim, surf, snorkel and dive within
the pristine 600,000-hectare, World
Heritage-listed Ningaloo Marine Park.

Red Bluff and the Gnaraloo Bay just
north of Carnarvon offers ocean
side shacks, camping and safari
tents; a remote surf destination
that draws the ocean obsessed.
Swimming with other-worldly manta
rays at Coral Bay, their wingspan
measuring several metres, is for some
a prelude to journeys end at Exmouth,
descending into the water to swim
with humpback whales and majestic
whale sharks. A word that’s often used
to describe the interaction between
humans and the natural world on
these underwater experiences is
humbling. It’s a word that can be
used broader to describe the feeling
of discovering the Coral Coast, its
Aboriginal history and custodians, the
unbridled power of nature, and the
experience of those who settled here.
It’s an experience that’s best taken
slowly, switching off from city life and
modern pressures.

O N E -WAY C A R H I R E
WITH AVIS AUS TR ALIA
Until October 31 2021, Avis Australia is making
it easier than ever to drive the Coral Coast
Highway with significant reduced one-way
rental relocation fees between Perth and
Exmouth, so visitors can drive one way, and fly
the other with Qantas.
Need to know:
•

The relocation fee is in addition to daily
rental fees and any applicable charges
applied by Avis Australia.

•

One way rentals are available from Perth
City, Perth Airport and Learmonth Airport
depots.

•

Offer applies to car groups ‘D’ and above,
with a minimum seven-day rental period.

•

For full vehicle rental terms and conditions,
refer to Avis Australia’s hire policy.
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Point Picquet, Margaret River Region

MARGARET
RIVER –
SAVO U R T H E
FOOD, WINE
& SCENERY
As Australia’s most premium
wine region, Margaret River
stands toe-to-toe with the best
in the world. It’s the only wine
region in Australia where you
can hop from award-winning
wineries and restaurants to
stunning beaches, tall-timber
forests, world-class surf breaks
and ancient caves. What’s more,
all of this is located an easy
three-hour drive from Perth.
In exciting news for the region,
luxury hotel chain Marriott
International has announced it
will open a five-star resort at
Gnarabup Beach. Offering pristine
views of the Indian Ocean, the
123-room Westin Margaret River
Resort and Spa is expected
to open in mid-2023 and will
complement the existing range of
premium hotel and self-contained
accommodation in the region.

W H AT TO S E E A N D D O I N T H E
MARGARET RIVER REGION
•

•

Enjoy a long lunch of fresh local
produce prepared by award
winning chefs at one of the region’s
many vineyard based restaurants
such as Vasse Felix, Voyager Estate,
Cullen Wines, Leeuwin Estate, Wills
Domain, Amelia Park, Arimia, and
many, more more.
Sample some of the best local
brews, spirits and ciders such as
Black Brewing Co, The Beer Farm,
Cheeky Monkey, Eagle Bay Brewery,
Wild Hop Brewing Co and the new
Shelter Brewing Co. Or, make your
own gin at Margaret River Distilling
Company’s Giniversity.

•

Give surfing or stand up paddle
boarding a go. Sheltered beaches,
bays and epic swells are dotted
along the coast.

•

Be amazed by more than 2,500
species of wildflowers decorating
the coastal walking tracks and
forests with vivid colour from
August to November.

•

Walk or train to the end of the
Busselton Jetty, then meet the
colourful fish and sea-life at the
Underwater Observatory. At 1.8
kilometres, the jetty is the longest
timber piled jetty in the southern
hemisphere.

•

Learn about the Margaret River
region on an Aboriginal cultural
tour with a traditional owner from
Koomal Dreaming.

•

Browse the beautiful boutiques
and galleries of Dunsborough and
Margaret River where you’ll find
locally designed homewares, art,
jewellery and fashion.

•

Stock up on local chocolate,
cheese, olives, olive oil, honey,
nougat, bread and venison at local
providores or the weekly farmers
market, then picnic or camp
amongst the karri trees in Boranup
Forest.

•

Head underground and explore the
ancient limestone cave formations.
Join an underground tour at Lake,
Jewel, Mammoth or Ngilgi Caves.

•

Walk a section or all of the Cape
to Cape track. The track runs 135
kilometres from Cape Naturaliste
near Dunsborough, to Cape
Leeuwin near Augusta, with
companies such as Cape to Cape
Explorer Tours, Walk into Luxury
or Inspiration Outdoors offering
guided walking tours.

Ngilgi Cave, Margaret River Region
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•

Climb the Cape Leeuwin
Lighthouse, Australia’s tallest
mainland lighthouse, and see
where the Southern Ocean and
Indian Ocean meet. There’s also the
Cape Naturaliste Lighthouse, which
has undergone a major upgrade
and offers panoramic ocean
views from a new observation
platform, landscaped lawns, a
nautical-themed playground and
Lightkeeper’s Inn Café.

•

Jump on a charter boat and
watch the whales frolic in
Augusta between May and
August, Busselton between
September and November, and
Dunsborough between September
and December. Naturaliste
Charters and All Sea Charters
Whale Watching both offer whale
watching tours in the region.

•

Go rock climbing, abseiling,
coasteering, mountain biking, eco
quad biking, fat biking, horse riding
and canoeing.

Vasse Felix, Margaret River Region
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•

Oh, and since the region is famous
for its wine, taste the region’s
premium drops on a winery tour.
The region produces around 20 per
cent of Australia’s premium wine,
with more than 80 cellar doors.
Make sure you elect a designated
driver, or better yet, join one of
the many tours such as Margaret
River Discovery Co, Margaret River
Tours, Walk Talk Taste Margaret
River, Due South Tour Company,
Flying Corkscrew, McLeod Tours,
Bushtucker Tours, Harvest Tours
and Lifestyle Margaret River.

Cape to Cape Walk,
Margaret River Region

EXPERIENCING
THE SOUTH
WEST EDGE
BY
MAX
BREARLEY
I ’d n eve r re a l l y a p p re c i a te d
the thought of a road trip
until I came to Australia.
By European standards a
few hundred kilometres
could class as a road trip,
b u t i n We s te r n Au s t ra l i a ,
the distances and the
country have given me an
appreciation for the road
trip in its full glory, where
the final destination is no
more important than the
stops along the way.

West Beach, Esperance
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THE SOUTH
WEST EDGE

The South West Edge is such a trip, and
one that has had me say that WA is the
true “road trip state.” Others may claim
the title, but they’d be hard pushed to
beat this 1,200 kilometre route from
Fremantle to Esperance, skirting the
Indian and Southern Ocean coastlines,
that take in the Bunbury Geographe
region, Margaret River, the Southern
Forests and Great Southern, before a
final push to Esperance. The further you
go, the greater the reward.

One of Australia’s fastest growing
sports, there’s more than 25 trails
catering for all levels of ability. You
might be accustomed to barrelling
through forest trails with little fear.
This is the place for you. But there’s
also trails that allow the novice to
take in the scenery at a gentler speed.
Crank’n Cycles in Collie and the kiosk
at Wellington Dam both hire bikes and
essential safety gear for those who
need it.

The Bunbury-Geographe region is
forging an identity for itself as a
gateway to the south west. Bunbury,
less than two hours’ drive south of Perth
promises a mix of good food and wine
as well as adventure on the doorstep;
a growing number of small bars and
restaurants grabbing attention outside
of the region. The likes of Market Eating
House, with a focus on local producers
and a Levantine menu, is one that in
five years has gone from strength to
strength. While Ferguson Valley, Capel
and Donnybrook have vineyards, the
notable development is for adventure
seekers, the region staking a claim,
especially in the Collie River Valley, as
the mountain biking capital of the state.

The food and wine scene of the
Margaret River region has garnered an
international reputation. Cornerstone
varietals, Chardonnay and Cabernet
Sauvignon, stand against the best in
the world; the annual Western Australia
Gourmet Escape (formerly Margaret
River Gourmet Escape) has put this
region between Cape Naturaliste
and Cape Leeuwin in the sights of the
world’s gourmet travellers.
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Beyond this sensory indulgence
Margaret River has an adventurous
side. Ask a local is one of the most
simple and effective pieces of travel
advice you can get, and I’d argue that
it stretches to, get a guide. The region
has a wealth of small group guides
that expertly tell the story of the region
whilst you experience it.

Southern Forests, South West

Time with Josh Whiteland of Koomal
Dreaming is truly unforgettable. A
Wardandi cultural custodian Josh
tells the story of a continuous 40,000
years of history. I’ve sat in reverent awe
as Josh plays the didgeridoo deep
within the Ngilgi Cave at Yallingup,
cast a line at the best fishing spots,
and watched as he smoked freshly
harvested mussels and described the
six traditional seasons. It’s not the only
way to experience Aboriginal culture in
the region, but it’s one of the most vivid
and evocative.
Dr Cam O’Beirne, owner of Margaret
River Adventure Co., is an expert
in aquatic rescue, meaning he’s a
safe pair of hands when it comes
to coasteering, what he describes
as “a blend of rock-hopping, shorescrambling, swell-riding, and rock
jumping for the ultimate aquatic
adventure.”
Taking to the trails once again, the
Margaret River region has its own
reputation for mountain biking. As
with Collie River Valley there’s a wealth
of tracks on which to crank the gears
and outlets to hire from such as the
Bike Shed in Dunsborough, The Golden
Jersey in Cowaramup and the Hairy
Marron in Margaret River.

If four legs are more your go to,
equestrian centres like Jesters Flat
offer a different pace of discovery.
As a novice - I personally hadn’t
been on a horse for over 30 years the atmosphere on a group ride is
reassuring, with instructors riding
alongside the group as we take
to country lanes, and bushland.
There’s no shortage of advice and
encouragement.
Heading just 90 minutes east from
Margaret River the Southern Forests
is another renowned food region. In
the past 20 years it has become the
epicentre of black truffle cultivation in
the Southern Hemisphere, yet follow the
regions agricultural roots on a food tour
from the Southern Forest Food Council
and you’ll learn about the orchards
of Manjimup, a multicultural mix of
farming families and newer crops like
avocado.
But the clue is in the name. The
Southern Forests is about much more
than farming and a nascent food and
wine scene. Experiencing nature should
be top of the list. The ancestral land
of the Bibbulmun people, it’s known
as Wandergarup or “place of lots of
water.” Pemberton Discovery Tours
hire everything from mountain bikes
to wilderness tents alongside their
four-wheel drive tours taking in the
region. Co-owner Toni Dearle describes
different ecosystems within the region.
MEDIA KIT 2021

83

In Pemberton, 30 kilometres from the
Southern Ocean you experience old
growth forest, there’s the land locked
Yeagarup Dunes, the mouth of the
Warren River, and coastal heathland.
You’d think at this stage that it’s almost
a given to say that WA’s southern
regions have a reputation for food
and drink. In some cases, there was
no reputation previously, and visitors
are now finding new places to eat and
drink. But then in the case of the Great
Southern it’s that it is, like Margaret
River before it, gaining prominence on
a national and international stage,
driven primarily by the wine from its
five sub regions – Albany, Denmark,
Frankland River, Mount Barker and
Porongurup. It’s often said that a good
bottle of wine tells a story and that is
true of the region as a whole, known
for cold climate wines, Riesling in
particular. To get a feel for the terroir of
the region you can walk the vineyards
but also the coastline, taking in the
many deserted beaches along an
often-tumultuous Southern Ocean. This
maritime influence is clear in the wine.
Heading to the Porongurup National
Park granite domes rise, offering
unforgettable views, especially at
Castle Rock’s Granite Skywalk. Venturing
to the Stirling Ranges, again trails and
climbs – some of Western Australia’s
best – could fill a number of days or
even weeks.
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In Albany, or Kinjarling, “the place of
rain,” to the Menang people, there’s a
chance to take perhaps a slower pace
and one that’s not guided by its many
food and drink options. A time to stop
and consider the history of the region.
The Museum of the Great Southern,
which overlooks the Princess Royal
Harbour takes in both the history of
settlers and the Traditional Owners,
who have lived on this country for
many thousands of years. A permanent
exhibition tells of the unique Dreaming
stories, culture and the existence of
stone fish traps at Marbelup on the
Wilson Inlet.
The National Anzac Centre on Mount
Clarence commands some of the
most striking views of Albany’s natural
deep-water harbour, which was the
departure point for so many service
men and women for the First World
War. It’s a powerful reminder of
individual sacrifice and the making of
the Anzac legend.
Heading east from Albany on the near
500 kilometre leg to Esperance, there
could be a temptation to just drive but
along this stretch of coast there’s Two
Peoples Bay, Mount Manypeaks, Bremer
Bay and the Fitzgerald River National
Park. They’re areas of interest for those
concerned with the natural world as
well as Aboriginal history, a coastline
that sustained people for thousands of
years. It’s also worth remembering that
while this coast is beautiful it should
also be respected.

Locals and the Parks and Wildlife
Service alike will warn of “huge waves
and extreme swells [that] can suddenly
occur even on calm days. Waves can
sweep over rocky headlands. Powerful
rips and undertows can occur. Fishing
from rocks is extremely dangerous.” It’s
not to say that you can’t enjoy it, rather
that care should be taken, warning
signs should be adhered to and where
possible you should use local resources
in the form of guides.
Arriving in Esperance, along the Great
Ocean Drive (a 40 kilometre circular
loop) the coastline reveals itself, with
rocky outcrops and azure waters. One
of the most spectacular coastal sights
in WA, but it’s only the beginning of
the discovery. Recherche Archipelago,
sometimes referred to as Bay of Isles,
is made up of 105 islands and 1,200
“obstacles to shipping,” some no
more than a seagull strewn rock, but
others, like Woody Island 15 kilometres
offshore, are to be explored and can
be your island base. Woody Island Eco
Tours offer day trips as well as ocean
facing glamping tents.
Lake Hillier on Middle Island until
recently could only be be viewed from
the air. It’s an unmissable sight of
one of Western Australia’s vivid pink
lakes, as well as the white sands that
characterise this coastline. A light
aircraft scenic flight from Esperance
airport is one way to enjoy the
specatacle, as is a helicopter tour from
Esperance’s Esplanade. HeliSpirit tours
offer not just the aerial experience but
a few hours trekking on Middle Island to
see Lake Hillier from the ground.

Flying over Cape Arid, Cape Le Grand,
and the brilliant sands of Lucky Bay
(said to have Australia’s whitest sand
and home to beach loving kangaroos)
it’s a vantage point that confirms that
your journey is far from over; that for the
well-equipped adventure seeker there’s
country still to be explored.

West Beach, Esperance

Lake Hillier, Esperance
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MORE
REASONS
TO WANDER
TO THE
KIMBERLEY
Travellers are being encouraged
to make 2021 the year to visit the
Kimberley, one of the world’s last
true wilderness areas, with a new
incentive on offer for potential
travellers.

Bungle Bungle Range,
Purnululu National Park

THE KIMBERLEY
W A N D E R E R PA S S
The Kimberley Wanderer Pass is giving
travellers $300 towards participating
tours and experiences in Kununurra and
surrounds (the eastern gateway to the
Kimberley), when they buy an airline
ticket from Perth to Kununurra through
Virgin Australia.

With the region having experienced
heavy rainfall through its wet season,
otherwise known as ‘waterfall season’,
the landscape has been replenished,
waterfalls are flowing across the region,
and tourism operators are ready to
welcome visitors.

The offer applies to new bookings made
from now until September 30, 2021,
unless sold out, and visitors will receive
information about how they can access
their pass within three days of making
their booking.

The Kimberley Wanderer Pass will be
redeemable through the Kununurra
Visitor Centre online, by phone or in
person until September 30, 2021 –
conditions apply.

The Kimberley Wanderer Pass is valid
at more than 20 businesses across the
region, giving visitors discounted access
to experiencing attractions such as the
Bungle Bungle Range in World Heritagelisted Purnululu National Park, El
Questro, Lake Arygle, Ord River, Mitchell
Falls and more, with a range of land, air
and boat tour operators participating.

More information is available at
visitkununurra.com/wander.

Rowley Shoals, the Kimberley
Photo by Jampal Dawa

Emma Gorge,
El Questro Wilderness Park
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T E N WAY S TO E X P E R I E N C E
KUNUNURRA AND SURROUNDS
1.

Kununurra and surrounds is rich in
Aboriginal culture. Visit Waringarri
Aboriginal Arts to experience country
and culture through local art or
take a tour and discover the region
through the eyes of an Aboriginal
elder. Ted Hall’s Luridgii Aboriginal Eco
Cultural Tours is another great way
to experience the area through the
eyes of a respected Miriuwung man,
with tours operating to the Argyle
Diamond Mine, Bungle Bungle Range
and surrounds, where Ted shares the
Jaliwang (barramundi) Dreaming story.

2.

Take a sunset Kimberley-inspired
barbecue dinner cruise on Lake
Kununurra with Kununurra Cruises
– and enjoy the changing colours of
the lake and Elephant Rock (AKA ‘The
Sleeping Buddha’).

3.

See (or buy) the rare Argyle pink
diamond at Kimberley Fine Diamonds
from the world-renowned Argyle
diamond mine. Established in 1991
by outback pioneer Frauke BoltenBoshammer (her biography – A
Diamond in the Dust – is essential
pre-trip reading), it’s Australia’s most
remote diamond house and as well as
using Argyle Diamonds, Broome pearls
and Australian gold are also woven
into the designs.
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4.

Be sure to stop by WA’s oldest
continuously operating still, the
Hoochery Distillery to sample the rums
on offer, and stay for the famous rum
cake, or take some home! Made from
Australian sugarcane, rainwater and
yeast, the distillery’s Ord River Rum
is made by hand. Hoochery Distillery
also makes a range of gin, whiskey and
liqueurs, including the appropriately
named Argyle Pink gin, flavoured by
juniper berry, as well as botanicals
sourced from the region, including
wild mango, native white currant,
native lemon grass, boab leaves and
coriander.

5.

Explore the extraordinary Lake Argyle,
one of the largest freshwater lakes in
the Southern Hemisphere – so big it’s
classified as an inland sea. With Lake
Argyle Cruises, Lake Arygle Tours & Boat
Cruises and Lake Arygle Adventures
all operating a range of tours –
there’s several ways to see the lake
and surrounds. Visitors can also hire
dinghies, barbecue pontoons, kayaks
and SUP boards, and stay overnight at
Lake Arygle Resort and Caravan Park
which is home to arguably Australia’s
best infinity pool.

Argyle Diamonds Ord Valley Muster, the Kimberley

6.

Take a cruise on the mighty Ord River
with Triple J Tours – one of the most
significant waterways in Australia,
the second-largest by flow volume.
Discover the changing landscapes,
see native flora and fauna, and enjoy
a riverside lunch or afternoon tea on a
leisurely 55-kilometre cruise. Like your
fishing? Ultimate Adventures operate
barramundi fishing safaris on the lower
Ord River.

7.

Tour the icons of the Kimberley – either
by plane, helicopter or on a four-wheeldrive tour – or a combination of all
three! Don’t miss the Bugle Bungle
Range in the World Heritage-listed
Purnululu National Park, El Questro,
and Cockburn Ranges, or head towards
Mitchell Falls and the Kimberley Coast.
HeliSpirit, AviAir, Bungle Bungle Guided
Tours, Kingfisher Tours, Kimberley Air
Tours and El Questro operate air and
land tours around the region.

8.

Kununurra is also the perfect base
from which to explore the greater
Kimberley region on an epic road trip
adventure. The 660-kilometre Gibb
River Road – which runs from Derby in
the west Kimberley (near Broome) to
Kununurra – is one of Australia’s most
iconic four-wheel-drive trails through
ancient gorge and waterfall country,
pockets of rainforest and cattle stations.
Camp overnight under the stars, stay
at one of the region’s unique glamping
accommodations. Not equipped to
hit the road yourself? Book a guided
tour with the likes of APT Kimberley
Wilderness Adventures, Adventure
Wild and InStyle Adventures. RedSands
Campers has also opened a brand new
depot in Kununurra for visitors looking
to self-drive this iconic road trip.

9.

Just a short drive from Kununurra
town, explore the ‘mini-Bungles’ at
the Mirima (Hidden Valley) National
Park, head to Kelly’s Knob look-out
for 360 degree views of Kununurra
(a top spot for sunset) or check out
the famous Ivanhoe Crossing – it
remains in flow year-round and is a
great spot to cast a line in search
of the elusive barramundi, or enjoy
sunset across the river. Take a tour
around Kununurra and surrounds
with a local expert, such as HOT
Tours, Kimberley and Kununurra
2K Tours, Kimberley Naturally,
Kimberley 4x4 Tours, Kimberley
Spirit or see it differently with Go
Wild Adventure Tours. Back in town,
go for a walk through Celebrity
Tree Park and see which celebrities
have visited, and if in town on a
Saturday, check out the Kununurra
Markets and pick up some local art
and craft, or local produce. Make
sure you take time to have lunch
or dinner at The Pumphouse, and
don’t leave town without having a
mango smoothie!

10. To experience the culture of the
Kimberley, time your visit with
one the region’s annual events
such as the multi-award-winning
Boab Metals Ord Valley Muster –
with dates recently announced
for next year’s event, taking
place from May 13 to 22, 2022.
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HOW TO
T R AV E L
S U S T A I N A B LY
IN WA
BY
FLEUR
BAINGER
W h e t h e r yo u wa n t to d r i n k
l o - f i w i n e s , f l y o n b i o fu e l s ,
s l e e p o f f- g r i d o r d i n e i n a
wa s te - fre e re s ta u ra n t , h e re’s
h ow to t ra ve l l i g h t l y i n
We s te r n A u s t ra l i a .
Bardi man Terry Hunter scoops water with his
hands from the edge of a beach. Onlookers
expect him to grimace with the saltiness of it,
but instead he beams a wide smile and invites
them to drink. The Aboriginal tour guide knows
how to find freshwater on this remote stretch of
Kimberley sand, pocked with hundreds of other
identical rockpools. His culture, which decrees
that you only take what you need and care for
what you have, has taught him what to look
for. It means the resources his elders tapped
are still there, tens of thousands of years later.
Intentionally in tune with with nature, the world’s
oldest living culture is anchored in a sustainable
existence – something the rest of the world is
increasingly waking up to.
Terry Hunter, Borrgoron Tours
Ardi - Dampier Peninsula

Sustainable travel is no longer just
about hanging your hotel towels for
another use, nor offsetting your flight’s
carbon emissions by ticking a box.
Now, it goes further. It’s about stepping
lightly and choosing thoughtfully,
ensuring the impact of your global
roaming is not negative, nor even
neutral, but positive.
In Western Australia, sustainable
practices such as using renewable
power, sourcing local, avoiding
plastic, recycling, composting and
water saving are so ingrained they
often go unmentioned. In 2019, plastic
shopping bags were banned from
the state, which covers one third of
the country, and in 2020, a container
scheme was launched to refund
returned bottles and cans. In the travel
sector, movements towards genuine
sustainability continue, with audited
eco-certification now widespread
(indeed, most operators listed in this
article are certified). The shift couldn’t
come at a better time: the desire for
travellers to make ethical choices is at
an all-time high.

THE KIMBERLEY
WILDERNESS
The Kimberley, located at the top of
Western Australia is regarded as one of
the world’s last true wilderness areas.
Bigger than Germany, but with the
population of a small town (just 36,000
people), it’s raw and untrammelled,
edged by 80 metre cliffs saturated by
plummeting waterfalls, cut with gorges
filled with prehistoric plants and home
to one of the highest concentrations of
islands in the world.

The North Kimberley Marine Park
is the largest in the state and it sits
beside another protected zone:
the Lalang-garram Camden Sound
Marine Park, which holds the most
precious whale birthing sanctuary
in the Southern Hemisphere. These
waters see the world’s largest
population of humpback whales
pass through each year, along with
three dolphin species, six of the
world’s seven sea turtle species –
most endangered or threatened
- and rarely seen dugongs. It’s also
where the Horizontal Falls churn
between orange rocky ranges – a
tidal curiosity described by Sir David
Attenborough as “One of the greatest
natural wonders of the world”. Every
year, new plant, animal and marine
species are discovered and many of
the remote waterways are yet to be
chartered.
Among the cruise boats that tour this
entrancing wilderness are a number
implementing sustainable practices.
True North engages on-board
biologists and specialist guides who
unlock the culture and natural history
of the surrounds. The Great Escape
employs a traditional Aboriginal
owner who leads tours to his
ancestors’ ancient rock art, sharing
stories passed down for generations.
Kimberley Quest has a naturalist onboard, minimises single plastic use
with reusable bottles, and donates
excess food and volunteer hours to
Feed the Little Children. These – and
most – Kimberley boats also favour
WA-sourced produce and will fish
only for the next meal.
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Some of them depart from Cygnet
Bay Pearl Farm, where Aboriginal
guide, Terry Hunter is based. The
off-grid property adheres to certifiedsustainable farming practices, and the
pearl oysters’ role in purifying the ocean
and increasing biodiversity is regarded
as both regenerative and restorative.
Low energy safari tents sit in a natural
bush setting, while the reception’s
native rainforest gardens are fed with
grey water and the restaurant’s food
scraps go to chickens.
A genuine appreciation for WA’s
ecology spreads right across the
Kimberley. Roebuck Bay, edging the
holiday town of Broome, is listed as
internationally significant under the
international Ramsar Convention.
Some 300,000 migratory shorebirds
swoop in each year, studied at the
conservation-focused Broome Bird
Observatory. Further afield, in UNESCO
World Heritage-listed Purnululu
National Park, there are few traces
of mankind. Only dirt tracks lead you
through the looming sandstone domes
known as the Bungle Bungle Range,
and by night, the limited ambient
(solar-powered) light from low-impact
bush accommodation reveals a night
sky showered with beaming stars. The
only helicopter tour operator permitted
to operate in the World Heritage area,
eco-certified HeliSpirit solar powers
its base – as well as three others in
WA national parks and reserves - and
sends its waste oil and fuel to an
accredited recycler.
Cygnet Bay, the Kimberley
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PROFOUND
ABORIGINAL
C U LT U R E
Australia’s Aboriginal people look at things
differently. They believe the land owns the
people, rather than the people owning the
land. They talk to it, requesting permission
to pass, asking if they can take things,
returning borrowed items and thanking it
for suppling so much. The culture strongly
believes that if you’re kind to Mother
Nature, she’ll be kind to you. Supporting
Aboriginal tourism contributes to the
continuation of cultural practices. It allows
people to remain on the country where they
grew up, where jobs are often few and far
between, and to keep the vital connection
to their astoundingly ancient heritage alive.
It means you can join a Yawuru man in
Broome as he breaks open a boab tree
root to reveal its edible interior, points out
a leaf that resembles a hummingbird, or
shows you piles of shells left by generations
of Aboriginal tribes. It allows you to see
the world’s most concentrated site of
petroglyphs (one million rock engravings)
on the Burrup Peninsula in Murujuga
National Park, with a traditional owner
who’s linked to the people who created
them some 30,000-50,000 years ago. You
can also see where kangaroos dig water
holes in red sand dunes at World Heritagelisted Shark Bay with an Aboriginal
guide and listen to a didgeridoo played
inside Ngilgi Cave in Margaret River by a
Wadandi custodian. Even in capital city
Perth, the pavement is metaphorically
pulled up to reveal the cultural meeting
places below, in a perspective-changing
Aboriginal walking tour through the city.

WAT E R
WONDERLANDS
Sustainable travellers will have no
problem choosing UNESCO World
Heritage listed Ningaloo Coast.
Halfway up the WA coastline, it is
accessible from the sand simply by
wading in – already, the environmental
impact is lessened. Ningaloo’s ecocertified tour boat operators are
careful of the marine wonderland
and its species; before people swim
with endangered whale sharks,
humpback whales and manta rays,
they’re educated on how to respectfully
interact with these gentle giants. In
fact, it could be argued that Ningaloo
hosts the most ecologically respectful
whale shark interactions in the world.
Strict government regulations ensure
that a maximum of 10 people swim
only alongside and never ahead of
each whale shark, respecting a three
to four metre exclusion zone with zero
touching permitted. Most of the small
vessels, such as Ningaloo Discovery,
Sail Ningaoo and Three Islands, record
and submit images of whale sharks for
scientific identification and report their
observations, while also encouraging
visitors to take part in citizen science.
The creatures – WA’s marine animal
emblem - can be seen from the air, too.
Birds Eye View microlights use minimal
fuel – even gliding with the engine cut to show you the reef from above.
Similar enthusiasm for science-based
conservation and knowledge is
delivered on the orca expeditions held
at Bremer Bay, in the State’s far south.

This pinprick in the ocean is recognised
as having the greatest seasonal
aggregation of killer whales in the
Southern Hemisphere and watching the
apex predators slice through the water
is nothing short of breathtaking.
Western Australia has one of the
longest whale watching seasons in the
world, lasting from May to December.
In the State’s north, Broome Whale
Watching runs certified carbon neutral
and EcoStar Accredited tours of the
calm bay. The solar powered boat has
been single-use plastic free since July
2017 and engages in the rescue and
rehabilitation of injured sea turtles.

ISLAND ESCAPES
It could be argued that Rottnest
Island is WA’s most sustainable place.
The solar and wind powered holiday
isle is the only EarthCheck Certified
Sustainable Destination in the State,
even creating its own water with a
desalination plant that produces about
150 million litres per year. The A-Class
Reserve protects and conserves its
native species, including the globally
famous, grinning quokka, which
resembles a small wallaby. It manages
a nursery of seedlings for constant
revegetation projects, mulched by
green waste. The only cars on the island
are service vehicles, with most visitors
using bikes or feet to get around.
Fishing is only allowed outside the five
marine sanctuary zones.
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Further north, the Abrolhos Islands
were declared a national park in 2019,
protecting the endangered sea lions,
extremely rare birdlife, corals and tropical
fish species that live in its glass-clear
turquoise waters. The archipelago of 122
islands once hosted a rock lobster fishing
community, and their colourful shacks
and long jetties remain, along with the
submerged, 400 year old wreck of a
Dutch merchant ship. All can be seen on
a nature-focused tour with Eco Abrolhos
Cruises, led by a gregarious former
fisherman with a green heart. His cruise
company has applied for an aquaculture
license to farm asparagopsis seaweed
– a species which sequesters carbon
incredibly effectively - and become
carbon positive.

On the hiking adventures led by Cape
to Cape Explorer Tours, you’ll hear about
their commitment to preserving the 135
kilometre Cape to Cape Track, having
‘adopted’ a section of the coastal stretch
to maintain. Mindful walking is also at the
heart of Walk into Luxury, which offsets
each season’s carbon emissions by helping
fund and run an annual tree planting
day on the Cape to Cape, in addition to
its voluntary carbon offset program. Both
companies source sustainable food locally
and follow the principles of the Leave
No Trace Foundation, as do Pemberton
Discovery Tours, who explore national parks
preserving some of the tallest trees in the
world. They offset their impact by planting
tens of thousands of native trees and
rehabilitating wasteland.

TRUE ECOADVENTURES

If visiting the region’s popular cave systems,
such as Lake Cave, you’ll be supporting
the shire’s work in revegetation and
weed management, eco-sustainability
education programs for schools and
transitioning to LED lighting. Further south,
the forested Walpole district became WA’s
first designated wilderness area in 2004,
as you’ll learn on an eco-cruise through
its mirror-still waterways with possibly the
state’s most energetic and enthusiastic
guide, Gary Muir.

Margaret River is recognised as one of
Australia’s most coveted wine regions
(more below), but it’s also one of the
country’s most environmentally conscious
regions. In November 2020, the shire
applied to become a certified ECO
Destination, crystalising its passion for
sustainable and nature-based tourism.
Operators think outside the box: locallydesigned eco-quad bikes roll gently
through the towering white gums of
Boranup Forest with barely a sound,
powered by electricity. Meanwhile, One
Table Farm and permaculture property,
Fair Harvest run workshops inspiring
sustainable living practices, weaving
regenerative farming knowledge through
sourdough making classes or teaming
yoga and sound meditation with soil
health learnings.
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One Table Farm, Margaret River

LO - F I W I N E
The buzz over the natural wine
movement has shifted to a new level:
lo-fi. Its minimal intervention ethos
generally means that rainwater is
the only source of irrigation, that
chemical-free, organic or biodynamic
grapes are naturally fermented with
indigenous yeasts, and that there are
few adjustments or additions, such as
tannin, acids, oak chips and filtration.
It pares things back to the essence
of grape growing and winemaking,
revealing the true flavour of the
place the wine comes from. In the
Margaret River region, makers such as
Sam Vinciullo, L.A.S. Vino, Si Vintners,
Dormilona, Blind Corner and South
by South West express provenance in
their wine, while the Great Southern
can be sensed in drops by Express
Wine Makers, La Violetta and Brave
New Wine. The shift is not just among
boutique operators; some major,
heritage labels are also embracing
more sustainable production. The first
of Voyager Estate’s blocks were certified
organic in 2020, and the region’s oldest
vineyard, Vasse Felix expects to achieve
certification in 2021. Forerunner, Cullen
Wines went organic back in 1998, and
continued healing the soils through
biodynamic certification in 2004.
Its biodynamic kitchen garden also
supplies 90 per cent of the carbon
positive winery-restaurant’s fruit and
vegetable needs.

Cape Landing Wines, Margaret River
Photo by Frances Andrijich

Cullen, and a number of other wineries,
are on the Margaret River Organic
Wine Trail. Meanwhile, off-grid Arimia
has just launched an organic farm tour
that shares the ethical and sustainable
practices they adhere to, while Passel
Estate teams winemaking with the
conservation and rehabilitation of the
endangered western ringtail possum,
with sanctuary enclosures throughout
the property.

DINE TIME
Many of Western Australia’s eating
establishments now go well beyond
preferencing low food miles and
giving plants as much of a spotlight
as meats. Pop-up, open air restaurant,
Fervor, begins every event with an
acknowledgement of Aboriginal elders,
past and present. Whether on the
suspension walkway leading to the
Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk, or
beside the 2.5billion year old gorges in
Karijini National Park, they work with
locals to source native ingredients,
serving things like fried green ants,
puffed fish bladder and emu pate
dusted in dehydrated quandong
(native peach) with wattle seed
crackers. Every meal is a reflection on
the surrounding environment.
In Perth, the six seasons observed by
the Noongar Aboriginal community
inspire the menu at Wildflower, widely
regarded as the best fine diner in the
State. The menu changes every two
months, incorporating seasonal native
succulents, herbs, fruits and roots such
as samphire, desert lime, iceplant and
lemon myrtle.
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It’s an approach echoed at Hearth in the
Ritz-Carlton, and also at Yarri, a restaurant
in the Margaret River region. Meanwhile,
waste minimisation is in sharp focus at
Fleur at The Royal in central Perth, where
prawn and crab shells are repurposed,
overripe fruits are fermented and plastic
takeaway containers are banned from
the kitchen. In East Fremantle, newcomer
Ethos, has a zero-waste policy, with stale
sourdough turned into gin, lemon rinds
preserved to team with salmon caviar
and meat ‘offcuts’ like flank tenderly
reimagined. The Sunshine Harvester
Works in nearby Fremantle composts
food waste via a worm farm hidden
inside a 1970s landcruiser that’s on the
collaborative space floor. Just south of
there, Coogee Common planted its huge
kitchen garden two years before opening.
Its bounty – including rescued olive and
fig trees that are pollinated by resident
bees - drives the no-waste menu. In the
Perth Hills, Millbrook Winery’s No Waste
Mondays books out weeks in advance as
the chef gets creative with the weekend’s
leftovers, the majority grown or reared on
site.
The big internationals are at it too;
DoubleTree by Hilton Perth Waterfront
hotel’s 100 per cent organic restaurant,
Reel Kitchen & Bar, upcycles pumpkin skins
and pips into garnishes and citrus peel
into marmalade. Remaining food waste
is sent to farmers and fishermen who use
it as pulp fertiliser and fish food. Trimmed
fruit tree limbs are used in the kitchen’s
woodfire grill and in time, it aims to be
plastic-free, using rolled beeswax in place
of plastic wrap.
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SOUND SLEEPS
WA accommodation operators are
continually upping their game in the
sustainability stakes. Those constructed
in remote regions in delicate natural
environments, such as Sal Salis, Bungle
Bungle Savannah Lodge and Berkeley
River Lodge, have been designed to
minimise erosion and are majority solarpowered. Sal Salis, which faces World
Heritage- listed Ningaloo Reef, dresses
the beds with sand-hued organic cotton
and the bathrooms with chemical-free
eco products. Each of the 15 wildernesstents is allocated 20 litres of water
per day for showering, and there is no
mobile phone service, so that nature
remains uninterrupted. Five per cent of
turnover goes to the conservation of the
surrounding Cape Range National Park.
At Eco Beach Resort, outside Broome
and Discovery Rottnest Island, closer to
Perth, low impact, eco-glamping tents set
in dunes and bush are linked by raised
boardwalks made of recycled materials
and powered by renewable energy
sources. Discovery is also regenerating the
island ecology, with more than 13,100 new
natives planted on site.
Faraway Bay in the Kimberley accesses
gravity-fed spring water, which is solar
heated for showers, supplied with
biodegradable, locally handcrafted soaps.
Evening campfires burn only naturally
fallen wood, and guest numbers are
limited to 16 to reduce human impact.
Home Valley Station on the Gibb River
Road and Karijini Eco Retreat are
Aboriginal-owned. Karjini’s eco tents,
grant access to some of the world’s oldest
rock formations, deep gorges where the
ribbed rock layers are so smooth they feel
like polished marble.

In Perth, luxury escape, Como the
Treasury has cut out single-use plastic
bottles and straws. The hotel uses longlasting native flower arrangements
and metal keys instead of plastic key
cards, and everything from the beds to
the mini bar drinks and staff uniforms
are locally sourced, while all products
in the COMO Shambhala spa are
environmentally friendly.
Both Como and The Ritz-Carlton, Perth
have bicycles on hand for zero-emission
transportation. The Ritz supplies
glass bottled in-room water and all
power-using devices – including air
conditioning - switch off automatically
once you leave the room.
Just next door, the new DoubleTree
by Hilton Perth Waterfront hotel has
eliminated the need for key cards
and cardboard sleeves with the use
of a smartphone app that unlocks
communal and personal room doors –
something that is being rolled out to all
Hilton properties.

Karijini Eco Retreat, Karijini National Park
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Murchison River, Kalbarri National Park

GORGE-OUS
KALBARRI
– A CORAL
COAST
HIGHLIGHT
W h e re a n c i e n t r u g g e d o u t b a c k
m e e t s w h i te s a n d b e a c h e s ,
Ka l b a r r i i s t h e u l t i m a te o c e a n s i d e h o l i d a y p l a yg ro u n d . O n i t s
d o o rs to p , ove r 1 8 6 , 0 0 0 h e c ta re s
o f n a t i o n a l p a r k b e c ko n
v i s i to rs to ex p l o re s p e c ta c u l a r
4 0 0 m i l l i o n ye a r o l d r i ve r
g o rg e s , d ra m a t i c c o a s ta l ro c k
fo r m a t i o n s a n d a ka l e i d o s c o p e
o f w i l d f l owe rs .
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Located 590 kilometres north of Perth,
and boasting a warm and sunny
climate for most of the year, the Coral
Coast town has long been a popular
holiday spot for travelers of all ages.
The Kalbarri National Park attracts
thousands of visitors each year, but
in June 2020 the town was thrown
even further into the spotlight with
the opening of one of WA’s most
anticipated new tourism attractions –
the Kalbarri Skywalk.
The 100-metre high skywalk offers
visitors breathtaking and uninterrupted
views over Kalbarri National Park, with
two cantilevered viewing platforms that
extend 25 and 17 metres beyond the rim
of the Murchison River Gorge. Located
at West Loop – only 1.5 kilometres
from the national park’s other star
attraction, Nature’s Window – the new
development includes toilets, shade
shelters, paths, wheelchair accessible
viewing structures, visitor information,
parking and an environmentally
friendly kiosk.
The culture and stories of the Nanda
Traditional Owners are showcased
through interpretive and artistic
elements, and visitors to the new
attraction are greeted with an entry
sign stating kaju yatka - the Nanda
words for ‘sky’ and ‘to walk.’ Inspired
by the region’s heritage and beauty,
several local Aboriginal artists have
created interpretive artwork as
an important part of the Skywalk
experience. This includes the Beemarra
serpent, central to the dreaming story
of the Nanda people, sandblasted into
the path to guide visitors.
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Local tour operator D’Guy Charters
operate a stargazing tour, taking in
Kalbarri’s pristine dark night sky from
the skywalk.
Located just a short drive out of
town, there are 14 sites within the
Kalbarri National Park including
the easier walking trails of Ross
Graham Lookout and Hawk’s Head
Lookout, and the more adventurous
hikes at The Loop and Z Bend. There
are a range of guided land and
water tours that explore the park’s
magnificent red and white banded
gorges, which stretch 80 kilometres
toward the ocean, and thrill seekers
can also experience abseiling down
the gorge faces.
Situated on the mouth of the
Murchison River, visitors to Kalbarri
can explore the river on a guided
cruise - or hire a boat, paddleboat or
kayak to go at their own pace. Other
water activities include snorkeling
at popular Blue Holes beach – where
the protected waters and rock pools
offer a natural aquarium of thriving
marine life and reef; swimming
at sheltered beaches such as
Chinaman’s Beach on the Murchison
River; and surfing - with Jacques Point
(locally known as ‘Jakes’) renowned
for its left-hand reef break.
For a different way to explore the
coastline, ride your own quad bike
or buggy along Wagoe beach on
a guided tour, or adventure along
the Murchison River on a quad bike
safari.

From June to November, the
spectacular coastal cliffs provide
an excellent vantage point to view
humpback whales on their annual
migration down WA’s coastline, or join
a charter to experience these majestic
mammals up close. And from late June
through to October, be amazed by a
kaleidoscope of colour when over
1,100 species of wildflowers burst into
bloom across the dry sand plains
and coastal river gorges of the
national park.
For a more dramatic perspective of
the region, take a scenic flight over
Kalbarri’s spectacular coastal cliffs.
Get a bird’s eye view of the wonders
of Kalbarri National Park, the nearby
Abrolhos Islands, and the bubblegum
pink lake at Port Gregory’s Hutt Lagoon
– which is an easy 45 minute drive south
of Kalbarri. Pink Lake Buggy Tours
operate tours along the Port Gregory
coastline, taking in the local flora and
fauna, giving visitors an elevated view
of the lake, and also riding around its
shores.

Head to Finlay’s Kalbarri for
fresh, local seafood and a locally
brewed beverage from the on-site
microbrewery. Enjoy the rustic dining
experience underneath the shade of
the large eucalyptus trees.
Another family friendly attraction is
meeting Kalbarri’s resident pelicans
each morning at 8:45am, as they
make their way to the grassed
area on the foreshore near the
intersections of Grey and Wood
Streets. Here, local volunteers feed
the pelicans whilst spectators watch
on.
Accommodation options in Kalbarri
range from self-contained units,
apartment and holiday homes, to
caravan parks and backpackers. The
coastal town can be reached in a 6
to 7 hour drive north of Perth, along
the Coral Coast Highway; or take
a 45 minute flight with Qantas to
Geraldton airport, and then it’s a 90
minute drive to Kalbarri.

Fishing in Kalbarri boasts some of
WA’s best shore and boat angling.
Try estuary fishing for whiting and
black bream or drop a net to yield
blue swimmer and mud crabs. Fishing
charters are also popular, satisfying
both the serious angler and the novice.
For families, the newly developed
Nature Playground on the Kalbarri
Foreshore is an ideal activity, featuring
an impressive flying fox and wooden
lookout tower. Parents can relax
at picnic tables, with cafés and
restaurants nearby.
Kalbarri Skywalk, Kalbarri National Park
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CAMPING
WITH
CUSTODIANS
V i s i to rs to WA h a ve m o re
options than ever to
combine outback camping
with authentic Aboriginal
experiences through
To u r i s m W A’ s C a m p i n g
with Custodians project,
in which Aboriginal
communities operate
commercial campgrounds
and other tourism
initiatives – such as art
galleries and guided tours
– on their own land.
The award-winning project
broadens Aboriginal
people’s involvement in
tourism and provides much
sought after experiences
of Indigenous lifestyle
and culture for visitors.

100 TOURISM
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
Cygnet Bay
Pearl Farm,
the Kimberley Parmelia Hilton
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CAMPING WITH CUSTODIANS
There are now five Camping with
Custodians campgrounds located in
Western Australia’s North West, with plans
for three more to be developed over the
coming years.
Imintji (pronounced ‘Immi-jee’), is located
around 220-kilometres east of Derby
on the scenic Gibb River Road in the
Kimberley. The campground operates
during the Kimberley dry season (May
to October) and is a convenient breakpoint for drivers and an ideal base for
excursions to Bells Gorge and Tunnel
Creek.

The newest additions to the campground
network are in the east Kimberley, at
Violet Valley and Doon Doon Roadhouse.
In the future, the communities of Woolah
(Doon Doon) and Violet Valley hope to
offer excursions for visitors.
All the campgrounds provide hot showers,
flushing toilets, gas barbecues and a fresh
water supply. Visitors can gain unique
insights into the life and culture of the
local Aboriginal people, support the
host community, and camp at of some of
Australia’s most remote and spellbinding
locations.

Jarlarloo Riwi Campground at Mimbi
Caves is situated around 90-kilometres
east of Fitzroy Crossing in the Kimberley.
The main campground offers 15
campsites, with a second campground
catering to tour and special interest
groups. The Mimbi community has been
involved in tourism for a number of years,
offering guided tours at the nearby Mimbi
Caves. With a combination of camping
and guided cave walks, Mimbi is now an
integral inclusion on the tourist map for
this part of the Kimberley.
Peedamulla Campground is located just
off the North West Coastal Highway on a
pastoral lease that extends to the Pilbara
coast near Onslow. Peedamulla Station
is home to a collection of heritage-listed
buildings and structures – one of which
was restored for use as the campground
reception.
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YONDER
YA R N S –
W H AT D O
WA TOURISM
O P E R ATO R S
LOV E A B O U T
WA?
To inspire your next WA
adventure, a collection of our
passionate operators have
answered the question ‘what
do you love about what you do
here in WA?’ Here is what they
have to say.

30 TOURISM
Humpback
whales,WESTERN
Augusta AUSTRALIA

LUMINEER
ADVENTURE
TOURS – PERTH
AND BEYOND
GPS Adventure Tours specialise in
small group tours for people who
want to experience a bit of adventure,
spectacular scenery, see local wildlife
and enjoy a bit of stargazing.
“Mother Nature is always giving you
something different to look at. Different
plants flower at different times of the
year, native animal sightings change
throughout the year and the sunsets
and night sky always have some
surprises. We also love meeting people
from different parts of the world, it’s
always fascinating to hear their story
and talk to them about places they’ve
been, what’s still on their bucket list.”
Gavin Parker, owner

REDSANDS
CAMPERS –
ALL OF WA
RedSands Campers provides premium
four-wheel drive (4WD) campers. All
vehicles are individually customised with
quality rooftop tents and fully-equipped
camp kitchens, allowing guests the
flexibility to get off-road and discover the
amazing landscapes WA has to offer.
“Seeing the smiles on client’s faces and
the accompanying laughter when they
return from their trip is an unbeatable
feeling. They have seen places they have
never seen before, experienced amazing
adventures and have loved their self-drive
adventure.” Adam Sands, owner

P E R T H WAT E R B I K E
CO – PERTH
One of Perth’s newest water adventures,
experience the Swan River on a
performance water bike, and view the
iconic river and Perth city from a whole
new perspective.
“It’s an absolute joy to see people try
something new and experience the
thrill of being out on the water. ‘Cycling
on water’ is a really unique experience
and the reactions we observe on a daily
basis are sensational. The smiles, squeals
and guaranteed laughter are absolutely
sensational and totally infectious!
Sharing that passion with people and
creating an opportunity for them to
experience it for themselves is what
we’re all about.”
Penny McPherson, owner

S E G WAY TO U R S
WA – PERTH
Segway Tours WA offer guided 60
and 90-minute Segway tours of Perth
CBD and the Swan River foreshore,
Fremantle, Rottnest Island and Kings
Park and Botanic Garden.
“Meeting new and exciting people from
all over the place. From locals that say
that they did not realise how Perth had
developed, to the internationals that
have travelled far and wide who think
that Perth and Western Australia is the
place to come…a hidden gem.”
Belinda Hill, owner
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MARGARET RIVER
DISCOVERY CO –
MARGARET RIVER
R E G I O N , W A’ S
SOUTH WEST
The ultimate Margaret River food, wine
and adventure experience for people
who don’t do tours. Limited to only six
guests, the Discovery Tour is a wine tour
with a twist, linking the region’s best
wines to the stunning outdoors.
“It’s not work, its pure fun! It’s like getting
a couple of mates together for the
day and going out and doing all my
favourite things. Canoeing, hiking, fourwheel-driving and wine tasting. I love it.
I genuinely pinch myself every day that
I get to do this for a job… I also love the
seasons, I love watching the nuances
of the bush and the ocean, how it all
interconnects. I particularly like winter
in the South West. I love hiking the Cape
to Cape Track and beachcombing in
winter and crazy wild storms. But then I
love spring for wildflowers and whales,
and then summer with epic beach
conditions. But autumn is the best. No
wind. No crowds. Balmy days. Changing
colours. It’s a region for all seasons.”
Sean Blocksidge, owner

Esperance Chalet Village
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BALINGUP HEIGHTS
H I L LT O P F O R E S T
C OT TAG E S –
B A L I N G U P , W A’ S
SOUTH WEST
Balingup Heights Hilltop Forest Cottages offers
six fully self-contained bush cottages nestled
amongst jarrah and marri trees near the
quaint town of Balingup.
“We love seeing people arrive from the city all
‘wound up’ and leave ‘relaxed and refreshed’.
When you’re surrounded by magical vistas and
immersed in our hilltop forest, it’s very easy to
unwind and reconnect. We also love seeing the
joy on the children’s faces at our morning farm
animal feeding sessions. There’s so much fun
to be had in feeding a horse a carrot, bottle
feeding a lamb, meeting a llama or collecting
fresh eggs from the chickens.”
Deb and Brian Vanallen, owners

ESPERANCE
CHALET VILLAGE –
E S P E R A N C E , W A’ S
GOLDEN OUTBACK
Esperance Chalet Village offers a collection
of laid back cabins, rustic chalets and
shacks all individually styled, located in an
idyllic hideaway on the edge of the town of
Esperance.
“Learning from our guests and hearing their
stories and travel experiences …injecting
their perspective on the village and bringing
it to life. I also love that my office is set on
beautiful acreage by a creek and commute
to work a short bike ride.”
Fiona Shillington, owner

N AT U R A L I S T E
C H A R T E R S – W A’ S
SOUTH WEST
Naturaliste Charters offer whale
watching tours and orca expeditions at
Bremer Bay Canyon, with five different
departure locations along the stunning
South West coast of WA including in the
Margaret River region.
“We are incredibly lucky, we get to wake
up each morning and feel genuinely
good and excited. It is easy to feel that
way when we get to work on the water
on our amazing vessels, showcase the
beautiful locations that we work from,
see the stunning marine life in their
natural habitats, enrich customers
lives with knowledge and joy, it truly
is the best job in the world. We have
encountered special interactions
with orca that had only ever been
documented in the world twice before,
we have assisted research teams with
important work on understanding
the mammals and their homes, it’s an
amazing feeling. The best part of it all
though is seeing the smiles from our
customers, for many it is a life time
dream to see orca in the wild, or the
largest animal in the world the blue
whale, to be a part of that dream
turning into reality, well there really is no
words to describe.”
Paul & Alison Cross, owners

THE BEACH HOUSE
AT B AY S I D E –
A L B A N Y , W A’ S
SOUTH WEST
The Beach House at Bayside offers
boutique B&B hotel accommodation in
the beautiful and historic town of Albany
in WA’s South West.
“We love that we offer such a personal
experience – we get to know our guests
and assist them to personalise their
Albany experience to ensure they leave
loving the place and wanting to return!
We love welcoming guests from near and
far to The Beach House at Bayside to
experience the very best of our beautiful
town - Albany never fails to surprise
and delight our guests and it gives us
such pride and joy to share the stories
of their daily adventures to gorgeous
spots like Little Beach, Bluff Knoll, The
Gap and their hikes, bike rides and drives
around the region. We love showing off
the best wines and produce of the Great
Southern and surprising our guests with
the quality of the boutique producers
around us and sharing the stories of
other dedicated family businesses who
are part of our lovely community.”
Sally Pullin, owner

Orcas, Bremer Bay Canyon
Photo by Naturaliste Charters
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Wula Gura Nyinda Eco Adventures,
Shark Bay

WULA GURA NYINDA
ECO ADVENTURES
– S H A R K B A Y , W A’ S
CORAL COAST
Wula Gura Nyinda Eco Cultural Adventures
offers Aboriginal cultural experiences, kayak
and wildlife adventures, four-wheel-drive
tours, overnight and extended tours in the
magnificent Shark Bay World Heritage Area.

KIMBERLEY
AIR TOURS –
KUNUNURRA AND
B R O O M E , W A’ S
NORTH WEST
Kimberley Air Tours offer spectacular
air tours by seaplane and fixed wing
aircraft to the many iconic destinations
in the Kimberley, such as the Bungle
Bungle Range in World Heritage-listed
Purnululu National Park, Lake Argyle,
Mitchell Falls, the Kimberley Coast and
the Horizontal Waterfalls.
“We really can’t describe how excited
we get about delivering personal, high
quality touring experiences. As the
Kimberley is so remote, we love taking
our seaplanes into areas seen by very
few people. It is incredibly rewarding
seeing how amazed and bewildered our
customers are after experiencing the
Kimberley from above.”
Leigh Rawlings, owner
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“I love my job because I get to be out in
nature and to be able to educate our guests
to better understand and respect our local
Aboriginal culture and our amazing eco
systems. My job sustains me both spiritually,
emotionally, mentally and culturally and I
want to share this with our guests.”
Darren ‘Capes’ Capewell, owner

EXMOUTH DIVE
AND WHALESHARKS
N I N G A LO O –
E X M O U T H , W A’ S
CORAL COAST
Exmouth Dive and Whalesharks Ningaloo
specialises in swimming with mighty whale
shark tours, humpback whale watching
and humpback whale swims, scuba diving,
snorkelling, and enjoying what the World
Heritage-listed Ningaloo Reef has to offer.
“Being able to share our wonderful
underwater experiences with guests
and watching their reactions when they
encounter a whale shark or humpback
whale for the first time.”
Debbie Ferguson, owner

WOOLEEN
S T A T I O N – W A’ S
GOLDEN OUTBACK
Wooleen Station is a working cattle
station in the outback of WA dedicated
to landscape regeneration and
conservation. Guests can choose to stay
at the homestead, the rammed earth
guesthouses or camp in the outback.
“The outback has a very strong
spiritual effect on many people. A
romantic notion which lingers within
all Australians from the early settlers
when Australia was born off the sheep’s
back. And never more so as we learn
to acknowledge and celebrate our
vast and connected cultural heritage.
Connection to Country is what it’s
all about! We love nothing more
than facilitating and nurturing that
connection within people.”
Frances Pollock, owner

Wooleen Lake, Australias Golden Outback
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T H E W ’A’ L I S T

T H E W ’ A’ L I S T

Heartwalk Street Art, Kalgoorlie

Nine Mile Beach, along the Great Ocean Drive

C OA S TA L
A N D AQ U AT I C
ADVENTURES
T h e w a t e r s o f f W A’ s
12,000 kilometre
coastline and islands are
some of the most pristine
in the world – and home
to myriad of marine life.
H e r e ’ s o u r W ‘A’ l i s t o f
coastal and aquatic
adventures.
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U N F O R G E T TA B L E
ENCOUNTERS
– SWIM WITH
GENTLE GIANTS
Exhilarating marine experiences await
at World Heritage-listed Ningaloo
Reef – one of only a handful of places
on Earth where you can swim with the
world’s biggest fish, the whale shark,
and the majestic humpback whale.
Whale sharks visit Ningaloo each
year between March and July. Tours
from Exmouth and Coral Bay will take
you into the reef’s turquoise waters
for an unforgettable encounter with
the gentle giants, measuring up to 12
metres. Humpback whale interaction
tours run from August to October.
Up-close tours with another big and
beautiful Ningaloo local, the manta ray,
operate year-round.
M A K E S O M E WAV E S –
SURFING
Take the word of the world’s top
surfers who flock to WA’s shores for
some of the best waves on Earth. The
famed Margaret River region, in the
South West, is home to more than
100 surf spots ranging from powerful
reef breaks to fun beach surf. Other
surfing hotspots include Ningaloo Reef,
Esperance, Kalbarri and Rottnest Island.
If you’re into different types of boards,
an easy 90-minute drive north of Perth
takes you to the windsurfing mecca of
Lancelin – where you can also try out
sandboarding on the white dunes.

P E R T H ’ S PA R A D I S E –
ROTTNEST ISLAND
The ferry crossing to Rottnest Island
takes as little as 30 minutes by ferry, or
try something different with a trip by
helicopter or seaplane. You’ll soon have
the pleasant dilemma of choosing from
Rotto’s 63 beaches and 20 secluded
bays, or being enchanted by the
island’s unique marsupial resident, the
quokka – made famous worldwide for
the #QUOKKASELFIE phenomenon. The
car-free island is easy to explore by hire
bike, tours, Segway, bus or on foot – or
head into the water to see fish, coral
and shipwrecks at some of the best
snorkelling or diving sites this close to a
capital city.
G E T U P C LO S E –
WILD DOLPHINS
Perth Wild Encounters (45 minutes
from Perth) and recently redeveloped
Dolphin Discovery Centre in Bunbury
(two hours south of Perth) – offer the
chance to swim with wild bottlenose
dolphins. The playful and curious
animals may choose to approach
the boat and swimmers, providing a
unique, up-close encounter. Monkey
Mia (850 kilometres north of Perth) is
famous for a pod of friendly bottlenose
dolphins that regularly visit the shore,
while further north in Broome, new boat
tours enable visitors to see Australia’s
largest known population of snubfin
dolphins.

Dolphins swimming near Koombana Bay, Bunbury
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ONE OF THE WORLD’S
LO N G E S T S E A S O N S –
W H A L E WATC H I N G
WA is home to the ‘humpback highway’
as 30,000 gentle giants move up
and down the west coast during the
Southern Hemisphere’s largest whale
migration. WA has one of the world’s
longest whale watching seasons –
from May to December – and a range
of lookouts and tours will help you
spot humpbacks, southern right and
even blue whales. September to lateNovember is the prime time for whale
tours off Perth (Fremantle, Hillarys and
Rottnest Island), while other hotspots
include Albany, Augusta, Broome,
Geraldton, Exmouth, Denham, Kalbarri,
Dunsborough and Busselton.
TRIP OF A LIFETIME –
O R C A C O N G R E G AT I O N
On WA’s south coast, the Bremer
Canyon’s marine-rich pocket attracts
hundreds of orcas (killer whales)
between January and April. Tours
operate from Bremer Bay with
Naturaliste Charters and Whale Watch
WA, providing guests the opportunity to
see a plethora of marine life, including
other whales, seals, seabirds and giant
squid. Learn about the fascinating
research into the endangered species
and join the researchers in observing
and photographing the highly social
family groups and larger pods.

KANGAROOS TO CROCODILES
– WILDLIFE
An easy day-trip from Perth takes you
to Penguin Island, near Rockingham,
where you can see and learn about
WA’s largest colony of adorable little
penguins. The surrounding Shoalwater
Marine Park is also home to seabirds
and the rare Australian sea lion. Jurien
Bay Marine Park, three hours north of
Perth, is another marine life hot-spot,
while at Hamelin Bay near Augusta you
can get close to smooth stingrays, black
stingrays and eagle rays in the shallow
water. In Esperance, on WA’s south-east
coast, Lucky Bay’s local kangaroos like
to sunbathe on the white sand, while
nearby Woody Island is a haven for
New Zealand fur seals, Australian sea
lions, sea eagles and dolphins. In the
State’s far north, an experienced guide
can help you spot mighty saltwater
crocodiles and their freshwater cousins
from a safe distance in the Kimberley.

Penguin Island, Perth
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WRECKS AND REMOTE
SHOALS – DIVE AND
SNORKEL
World Heritage-listed Ningaloo, where
you can wade out from the beach
and be snorkelling over superb coral
gardens teeming with colourful fish,
manta rays and sea turtles, is one of
the longest ‘near-shore’ reefs, and the
world’s largest fringing reef system, in
the world. Navy Pier, at the Ningaloo
gateway of Exmouth, is rated as
one of the world’s top 10 shore dives.
In the South West, you can explore
Busselton Jetty through snorkel, dive
or undersea walking tours. WA is also
home to extraordinary shipwreck dives
including HMAS Swan at Dunsborough,
HMAS Perth in Albany and 19 wrecks
around the Abrolhos Islands, off
Geraldton, including the Batavia,
which sunk in 1629 and led to one of
the darkest chapters in WA history. In
Perth, the Omeo shipwreck at Coogee
has become ‘insta-famous’. If this isn’t
remote enough for you, take a tour
to the ‘aquarium in the middle of the
ocean’ at Rowley Shoals, 300 kilometres
west of Broome, where it could just be
you diving among coral gardens with
giant clams and schools of tuna and
mackerel.

S TA I R C A S E TO
THE MOON
From March to November, when
conditions are just right, visitors to
Broome are treated to a breathtaking
natural spectacle – the Staircase to
the Moon. The phenomenon occurs
around three times a month at
extremely low tide when the full moon
rises over the exposed mudflats of
Roebuck Bay, creating the optical
illusion of lunar stairs. Check in at
australiasnorthwest.com for dates and
times to see the staircase, which can
also be experienced at other northwest locations including Karratha, Port
Hedland and Onslow.

Staircase to the Moon, Broome
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EXQUISITE
FOOD
AND
DRINK
W A’ s e x c e p t i o n a l
food and drink,
including its nine
wine regions,
top restaurants,
fresh produce and
culinary events can
be found across
the State from top
to bottom. Here’s
o u r W ’A’ l i s t o f
food and drink
experiences.

Coastal dining, City
Parmelia
Beach Hilton
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WORLD-LEADING WINES
From Perth to the rugged Southern Ocean
coast, WA is home to nine wine regions,
which can all be explored on a range of
guided wine tours:
•

Regarded as Australia’s premium
wine region, Margaret River is
renowned worldwide for producing
top quality, award-winning wines
and some of the most scenic vineyard
country on Earth. The region’s first
commercial vineyards were planted
more than 50 years ago, with
Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon
the heroes of the region.

•

Along WA’s scenic south coast, Albany,
Denmark, Frankland River, Mt Barker
and Porongurup are highlights of the
Great Southern wine region, which
is particularly well known for its
exceptional Riesling and Cabernet
Sauvignon.

•

At more than 185 years old, the
picturesque Swan Valley is the State’s
oldest wine growing region. Just 25
minutes from Perth, it’s the closest
wine region to any capital city in
Australia and its speciality premium
wines include Chenin Blanc, Verdelho,
Shiraz and fortified wine, with local
grapes producing nearly 30 million
bottles of wine per year.

•

The Geographe wine region is also
starting to turn heads, with a number
of boutique wineries popping up in
the charming sub-regions of Ferguson
Valley, Donnybrook, Capel, Harvey
and Busselton – producing excellent
Shiraz, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc
and Semillon.
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•

A short journey from the city will
also take you to the Perth Hills,
where local families and progressive
vintners produce stand-out Shiraz
and Viognier, and the Peel wine
region, known for its Chenin
Blanc, Chardonnay and Cabernet
Sauvignon.

A GENEROUS SERVING OF
U N F O R G E T TA B L E E V E N T S
Nigella Lawson, Heston Blumenthal, Curtis
Stone, Rick Stein and Marco Pierre White
are some of the big names who’ve made
a beeline to the Margaret River region in
November for the Gourmet Escape, which
expanded for the first time in 2019 as the
Western Australia Gourmet Escape and
will return again in 2021. Other highlights
of WA’s culinary calendar are Taste Great
Southern – in WA’s bountiful south-east
corner in autumn; Truffle Kerfuffle
(see below); Broome’s Shinju Matsuri
held in the tropical North West town
during August and September; and
Mandurah Crab Fest, held in March in the
canal city, an hour drive south of Perth.
TRUFFLES – A RARE DELICACY
Black truffle is one of the world’s most
expensive food items, and 70 per cent of
the Australian supply comes from WA’s
tranquil Southern Forests around Manjimup
and Pemberton, some 300 kilometres
south of Perth. As well as sampling the rare
delicacy and learning about its painstaking
cultivation, you can watch The Truffle &
Wine Co’s specially trained dogs in action,
sniffing out the underground delights on
a truffle hunt tour from June to August.
In Manjimup each June, a lively festival –
Truffle Kerfuffle – presents a weekend of
hands-on activities and leading culinary
talent in the heart of truffle country.

G R A Z E YO U R WAY T H RO U G H
P E R T H ’ S R E S TA U R A N T S

GET CRAFTY
W I T H LO C A L B E E R S

With an influx of new hotels came
the opening of signature restaurants
across the city, such as Hearth at The
Ritz-Carlton Perth, Nobu at Crown
Perth, Santini Bar & Grill at QT Perth
and Wildflower at COMO The Treasury.
Other new and trending dining options
include Fleur, Double Rainbow, Le
Rebelle, Ten Acre Block, Wines of While,
Coogee Common and Cooee.

Fremantle is the birthplace of
Australia’s flourishing craft beer
scene, with the first big-flavour, smallproduction brews poured at the Sail
and Anchor bar, where you can also
sample tasty local creations. Check out
other unique and seasonal craft beers
at Fremantle’s Little Creatures, Running
with Thieves, or Beerpourium. Closer
to the city, head for Blasta Brewing Co,
Bright Tank, Otherwise, Nowhereman,
Little Island or head up the coast to
the Indian Ocean Brewing Company.
You can also see how local beers and
cold cider are bringing extra flavour
and attitude to traditional wine regions
such as the Swan Valley (Mandoon
Estate, Feral or Mash, for example)
and Margaret River (Black Brewing Co,
Eagle Bay Brewery or Shelter Brewing
Company, to name a few). WA is home
to more than 80 breweries, so there’s a
few to work through!

SAMPLE SUCCULENT
SEAFOOD
WA seafood and freshwater fish are
among the finest and freshest you’ll
ever try. Be sure to sample Geraldton
rock lobster, South West marron, yabby
and trout, North West barramundi,
Exmouth prawns, Rottnest scallops,
Mandurah crab and Broome pearl
meat. Add in a sunset view and a cool
boutique beer or a crisp local wine, and
it’s a true west coast experience. You
can learn about the State’s rock lobster
industry in Geraldton and Cervantes,
or hook your own catch of the day
on deep-sea, game or beach fishing
adventures all along the coast, or catch
and cook your own rock lobster or crab
on a seafood cruise with Rottnest and
Mandurah Cruises. In the Kimberley, the
local Bardi people will teach you spear
fishing and mud-crab hunting in the
mangroves, before you cook the catch
on the beach.

Homestead Brewery, Swan Valley
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FEAST IN THE FOOD BOWLS
WA’s fertile soils and perfect climate make
it a haven for horticulturalists, and you
can experience ‘the State on a plate’ at
gourmet events or straight from the farm.
In the Kimberley, tours of Lake Argyle
reveal the massive reservoir’s role in the
Ord River vast irrigated patchwork, which
is a hub for everything from chickpeas
and chia to melons and mangoes. Further
south, head to the Coral Coast town of
Carnarvon to tour banana plantations
and meet the farmers behind tropical
fruits and vegetables. In WA’s South
West, the ‘Genuinely Southern Forests’
trail around Manjimup and Pemberton
serves up a smorgasbord of fresh apples,
avocado, cherries, lime and honey as well
as marron and beef.
J O I N T H E N AT U R A L W I N E
MOVEMENT
L A Z E L I K E A LO C A L AT A
S U N DAY S E S S I O N
Wrap up the weekend the WA way
by relaxing with mates on a Sunday
afternoon with food, a tipple or two and
live music at a waterfront or alfrescostyle pub. Perth’s top spots for a Sunday
Session (or ‘sesh’ if you want to sound
like a local) include the Cottesloe Beach
Hotel, The Standard and Henry Summer
in Northbridge, Bathers Beach House
and The Left Bank in Fremantle and The
Breakwater at Hillarys.

Perth is welcoming an increase in outlets
offering naturally produced and minimal
intervention wines, including the openings
of Wines of While in Northbridge and
Madalena’s in South Fremantle. The
boutique bars offer a range of national
and internationally sourced varieties;
complemented by the growing number of
WA wineries producing organic varieties,
such as Sam Vinciullo, L.A.S Vino, Cullen
and Dormilona in the Margaret River
region, Express Wine Makers in the Great
Southern and Swan Valley Wines in the
Swan Valley.
Henry Summer, Northbridge
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LUXURY
EXPERIENCES
WA i s h o m e to s o m e o f
Australia’s most indulgent
retreats and experiences,
allowing you to enjoy
paradise with privacy,
pampering and maybe
some diamonds and pearls?
H e r e ’ s o u r W ‘A’ l i s t o f
luxury experiences.

El Questro Homestead, the KimberleyParmelia Hilton
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LU X U R I O U S R E T R E AT S
Follow in the footsteps of celebrities
who really want to get away from it all.
The Kimberley’s Berkeley River Lodge,
accessible only by boat or plane, is
undoubtedly one of Australia’s most
indulgent adventures – offering luxurious
rooms with 180-degree panoramas of
the turquoise Timor Sea and the rugged
Berkeley River. Also in the Kimberley,
you can relax in a suite at El Questro
Homestead overlooking Chamberlain
Gorge and dine on a private clifftop under
a canopy of stars. On the coast, Broome’s
Cable Beach Club Resort and Spa has
suites themed around famous Australian
artists, with private plunge pools and
butler service. In the State’s South West,
Margaret River’s Injidup Spa Retreat’s
private plunge pools overlook the Indian
Ocean, and the award-winning Cape
Lodge boutique hotel has hosted the likes
of Kylie Minogue, Sting and celebrity chefs
Heston Blumenthal and Nigella Lawson.
C R U I S E O R F LY T H E K I M B E R L E Y

The Kimberley is simply spectacular from
the air. HeliSpirit, Kimberley Air Tours
and Air Kimberley are just some of the
operators that will take you on a soaring
safari like no other, with the option to land
and explore remote paradises like Cape
Leveque and Mitchell Falls.
EXQUISITE JEWELS
WA’s mineral and marine wealth shines
bright in the form of world-renowned
Kimberley diamonds – including the
elusive pink diamond – as well as
Broome’s South Sea pearls and Kalgoorlie
gold. In Perth, shop for pearls, diamonds
and gold at various spots throughout
the city including Willie Creek Pearl’s
showroom at Elizabeth Quay and The
Perth Mint. Broome’s Dampier Terrace is
home to pearl showrooms including Kailis,
Allure, Paspaley, Cygnet Bay and Willie
Creek Pearls and in the east Kimberley
outback town of Kununurra, step inside
Kimberley Fine Diamonds to marvel at
exquisite pink and natural diamonds and
the master jewellers at work.

Experience the pristine waters of a true
wilderness area in style on a Kimberley
luxury cruise or scenic flight. Small cruisers
such as True North, Kimberley Quest
and Great Escape can meander through
secluded gorges that aren’t accessible to
larger vessels, passing towering red cliffs
and pockets of rainforest. After feasting
on quality food and wine – which could
include freshly caught seafood – you’ll
relax in the comfort of your own suite.

Berkeley River Lodge, the Kimberley
Photo by BRL Wildman Productions
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W I N E A N D D I N E L I K E A S TA R
WA has the perfect ingredients for
world-class food and wine experiences
– top international talent combined
with fresh local produce like Manjimup’s
rare black truffles, Pemberton marron,
Broome pearl meat, Rottnest Island
crayfish, Exmouth prawns and, of
course, the State’s famous wines.
Perth’s dining scene continues to
flourish - Hearth at The Ritz-Carlton
boldly interprets the classic Australian
barbecue and hotel bar Songbird
is a hotspot for sunset drinks, which
include cocktails with a focus on native
botanicals. You’ll also find top notch
dining experiences across the city at
Fleur, Le Rebelle, Young George, Lulu
la Delizia, Santini Bar & Grill at QT
Perth, Coogee Common, Balthazar, Guy
Grossi’s Garum, David Thompson’s Long
Chim and the multi-award-winning
Wildflower at the State Buildings,
and Nobu, Rockpool, Silks and Bistro
Guillaume at Crown Perth.

T R E AT YO U R S E L F TO A LU X E
S TAYC AT I O N I N P E R T H
Perth’s newest hotel offering, The RitzCarlton Perth, is the brand’s first return
to Australia in 10 years. Overlooking
the Swan River it features a dedicated
spa and wellness centre. Named by
Travel & Leisure as the number one city
hotel in Australia, New Zealand and the
South Pacific in 2020, and occupying
the top floors of the immaculately
restored State Buildings in the heart of
the city, COMO The Treasury continues
to impress with its exclusive offerings
including COMO Shambhala. Perth’s
island paradise recently welcomed
the opening of Samphire Rottnest.
Ideally situated on Thomson Bay, the
new resort combines 80 architecturally
designed rooms, lagoon-like pools, and
a mix of dining options. Crown Perth’s
portfolio on the picturesque Burswood
riverfront precinct includes the luxurious
Crown Towers, where accommodation
options include a top-floor deluxe villa
with butler service and panoramic
views from floor-to-ceiling windows.

Crown Towers, Perth
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E C O - R E T R E AT ‘G L A M P I N G ’

WALKING TO LUXURY

Enjoy the tranquillity of stress-free
camping at safari or cabin-style
wilderness accommodation with
personalised service. After exploring
the pristine natural landscapes with
an expert guide, you can relax with
fine linens on king-size beds, ensuite
bathrooms and gourmet produce
prepared by your chef. Kimberley
Coastal Camp, Faraway Bay Bush Camp,
Eco Beach Broome, Sal Salis at Ningaloo
Reef, Olio Bello lakeside bungalows,
Karijini Eco Retreat, El Questro’s Emma
Gorge Resort, Mitchell Falls Wilderness
Lodge, Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm, Bungle
Bungle Wilderness Lodge and Home
Valley Station are just some of the
options. Most recently, Rottnest Island
welcomed the opening of Discovery
Rottnest Island – environmentallyconscious accommodation, nestled
behind the dunes of the spectacular
Pinky Beach.

With some of the best walking tracks
in the world, Walk into Luxury offers
visitors to WA’s South West the chance
to walk the famous Cape to Cape Track
and the Bibbulmun Track in style and
comfort. A member of the Great Walks
of Australia group, the walks combine
the best of nature, with gourmet food
and wine, and luxury accommodation
such as Parry Beach Breaks, Smiths
Beach Resort, Cape Howe Cottages,
Cape Lodge, Pullman Bunker Bay and
Injidup Spa Retreat.

Cape to Cape Track, Margaret River Region
Photo by Walk into Luxury
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N AT U R E A N D
WILDLIFE
W A’ s n a t i o n a l p a r k s ,
State forests and marine
parks provide visitors
with the opportunity to
interact with some of the
world’s most diverse and
unique flora, fauna and
landscapes. Here’s our W
‘A’ l i s t o f n a t u r e - b a s e d
experiences.

Whale shark, Ningaloo Reef
Parmelia Hilton
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N I N G A LO O R E E F

VA L L E Y O F T H E G I A N T S

Easily accessible from shore, you don’t
need to travel by boat to snorkel this
World Heritage-listed underwater
wonderland. The massive fringing reef
is home to brilliantly coloured coral and
tropical fish, sea turtles and manta rays,
plus one of the world’s top shore dives at
Exmouth’s Navy Pier. Whale sharks and
humpback whales visit each year, and
visitors are able to swim with the gentle
giants of the ocean, with tours operating
out of Coral Bay and Exmouth.

Experience some of the tallest trees on
Earth at canopy level – 40 metres above
ground – at the Valley of the Giants
Treetop Walk, near Walpole in the South
West. One of the first walk trails of its
kind in the world, the 600 metre walkway
extends through the majestic and ancient
red tingle forest where you can find
western grey kangaroos, bandicoots,
woylies and quokkas.

BUNGLE BUNGLE RANGE
In the Kimberley, another World Heritage
gem, Purnululu National Park, is home to
the breathtaking Bungle Bungle Range
– a cluster of 350-million-year-old giant,
beehive-like striped mounds. Helicopter
flights offer breathtaking views, and
you can explore the park’s long narrow
chasms and hidden gorges on foot,
keeping an eye out for native animals and
130 unique bird species.

K A R I J I N I N AT I O N A L PA R K
Two billion years in the making, Karijini in
the North West is home to massive gorges,
crystal-clear rock pools and waterfalls,
as well as rock wallabies, red kangaroos,
echidnas, and huge termite mounds.
Explore tunnels of marbled rock, clamber
over boulders, squeeze through narrow
tunnels, paddle through waterways and
descend deep into ancient chasms.

S H A R K B AY
Awarded World Heritage status for its
outstanding natural beauty, biological
diversity, fascinating ecology and unique
insights into the Earth’s history, Shark
Bay is where you’ll find one of the world’s
largest dugong populations and Monkey
Mia’s friendly dolphins. You can experience
pristine waters and one of only two
beaches in the world formed entirely of
tiny white shells, or time travel with the
oldest living fossils – the stromatolites at
Hamelin Pool.
The Bungle Bungle Range, Purnululu National Park
Photo by Jewels Lynch Photography
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STOP AND SEE THE
W I L D F LOW E R S
It’s a staggering sight to behold – more
than 12,000 species of wildflowers in
bloom, more than half of which are
found nowhere else on Earth. The
wildflower season lasts for six months,
commencing in June in the north and
sweeps down the State to finish with a
flurry on the south coast in November.
K A L B A R R I N AT I O N A L PA R K
Known for its colourful river gorges,
the popular mid-west coastal getaway
of Kalbarri has recently welcomed
two new skywalks this year. Providing
stunning vistas of the Murchison River
Gorge, the 100 metre high skywalks
extend 17 and 25 metres beyond the
gorge rim at the Inyaka Wookai Watju
(West Loop).

Murchison River, Kalbarri National Park
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LU C K Y B AY
Kangaroos on the beach? You’ll see
them at Lucky Bay, on the south-east
coast, which is also Australia’s whitest
beach. The surrounding Cape Le Grand
National Park is known for its stunning
scenery and idyllic coast, where the
landscape changes from massive
granite outcrops to freshwater pools
and unbelievably white sandy beaches.
Enjoy swimming, bushwalking, fishing
and camping, or take a breathtaking
scenic flight over the bubblegum pink
Lake Hillier, near Esperance.
K I N G S PA R K A N D
B OTA N I C G A R D E N
One of the world’s largest inner-city
parks, this 400-hectare expanse of
bushland, parks and botanical gardens
is a short walk or bus ride from central
Perth. Add in children’s nature-based
play areas, an art gallery, restaurants
and monuments to the State’s history,
as well as outdoor concerts, theatre
and movies in summer, it’s easy to see
Kings Park is the most popular visitor
destination in WA.
THE PINNACLES
The lunar-like Pinnacles form one of
Australia’s most unique and fascinating
natural landscapes. Formed over
millions of years, thousands of tall
limestone spires rise eerily from the
yellow desert sands of Nambung
National Park, changing colours in
different lights.
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FITZGERALD RIVER
N AT I O N A L PA R K
One of only a handful of UNESCO
Biosphere Reserves, this 300,000 hectare
national park is WA’s own lost world –
three-quarters of its 1,800 species of
plants are found nowhere else on Earth,
and share the environment with 84 bird
species, 22 mammal species and more
than 50 reptile and frog species. Located
on the south coast, it is a perfect spot
for bushwalking, wildflower spotting,
canoeing, fishing and whale watching.
W H A L E WATC H I N G
WA has one of the longest whale watching
seasons in the world, with tours operating
from May to December. Humpback,
southern right and the rare blue whale
can be seen, as well as the Southern
Hemisphere’s largest pod of orcas (killer
whales) off Bremer Bay. From March to
July each year, you can swim with the
world’s largest fish, the gentle whale shark
at Ningaloo Reef, as well as humpback
whales during their annual migration
between August and October.
H O R I ZO N TA L FA L L S
Talbot Bay in the Kimberley is home to
Australia’s only horizontal waterfalls,
created when massive tidal movements
squeeze water through narrow cliff
passages. Aerial tours from Broome
and Derby enable you to circle the
phenomenon from above, alongside
other scenic wonders of the Buccaneer
Archipelago, where turquoise blue water
contrasts with rugged red cliffs. You can
also land and see the falls up close by
boat, with the option of staying
overnight on a houseboat.
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HIKE
AND
BIKE
TRAILS
From steep and winding
trails, to world-class
m u l t i - d a y h i kes a n d
gentle hills, there’s a
trail experience to suit
e v e r y o n e . H e r e ’ s o u r W ‘A’
l i s t o f W A’ s b e s t h i k i n g
a n d b i ke t ra i l s .

Arklow Trail Network, Collie

Parmelia Hilton
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CAPE TO CAPE TRACK

MUNDA BIDDI TRAIL

One of Australia’s most iconic and varied
trails, the Cape to Cape Track runs for
135 kilometres between the south-west
lighthouses of Cape Naturaliste and Cape
Leeuwin. Mostly following the coast, the
track alternates between spectacular
sweeping cliff-top views with stretches of
pristine beach and majestic karri forest.
Allow five to seven days to tackle the
whole walk, however, there are sections
that make ideal day and half-day walks,
and several tour operators that offer fullyguided walks.

As the premier off-road cycling trail in
Western Australia, the 1,000 kilometre trail
meanders through scenic river valleys,
towering eucalyptus forests and ancient,
unspoiled bushland from Mundaring
in the Perth Hills to Albany in the south
west. Joined by a purpose built track, the
Munda Biddi (which means path through
the forest in the Noongar language) has
sections suitable for cyclists of all ages
and experience levels. The trail is easily
accessible by car, so you can begin your
journey wherever it is convenient.

BIBBULMUN TRACK

LO O P WA L K ,
K A L B A R R I N AT I O N A L PA R K

One of the world’s greatest long distance
walks, the Bibbulmun Track spans 1,000
kilometres through some of Australia’s
most stunning scenery, including
magnificent karri and tingle forests, rivers,
valleys, ancient bushland and dramatic
cliffs. From Kalamunda in the Perth Hills
to Albany on the south coast, walkers can
do the entire track, or shorter sections in
a day or over a few days. Tour operators
such as Walk into Luxury combine the best
of the track with gourmet food and wine,
and luxury accommodation.

The challenging Loop Walk in Kalbarri
National Park in WA’s Coral Coast
highlights the erosive power of the
Murchison River and its magnificent red
gorges; the iconic ‘Nature’s Window’, a
natural rock formation which frames
the Murchison Valley; the Bigurda Trail
boardwalk, where you can spot whales
and dolphins; and the impressive new
Kalbarri Skywalk, showcasing the
Murchison River Gorge at one of its
highest points.

Bibbulmun Track, Pemberton
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MOUNT LENNARD,
W E L L I N G T O N N AT I O N A L PA R K

H E R I TAG E C YC L E T R A I L ,
S WA N VA L L E Y

The Mount Lennard Mountain bike area
contains approximately 40 kilometres
of trails offering varying difficulties
for mountain bikers of all levels. The
trails tightly weave through the mature
jarrah forest and granite outcrops to
provide spectacular views of the lower
Collie River Valley in the south west. The
highlight is the Grizzly Trail – a narrow
trail with obstacles and technical
mountain bike features for those who
are up for the challenge.

Only a 25-minute drive from Perth, the
scenic Swan Valley Heritage Cycle Trail
is made up of three routes, suitable
for riders of all ages and fitness levels.
The trail passes many interesting
places including fresh produce stalls,
picnic spots, galleries, lively cafes,
wineries, microbreweries, distilleries
and restaurants. You will find many
opportunities to stop, relax and enjoy
an abundance of experiences.

WADJEMUP BIDI,
ROTTNEST ISLAND
Traverse unique landscapes of Rottnest
Island along Wadjemup Bidi - a series
of walk trails in the A-class reserve off
the coast of Perth. Take on the whole
45 kilometre journey, or choose your
own adventure, with five to 10 kilometre
sections offering a new way to
experience the island’s stunning inland
lakes, coastal headlands, Aboriginal art
sculptures, WWII tunnels, snorkel spots
and local wildlife, including the cute
quokkas.

MARRINUP TRAIL,
DWELLINGUP
A great option for kids, this trail with
its gentle hills can be ridden at its full
length or halved by using the shortcourse return route. Marrinup is an eight
kilometre single trail under the cover
of jarrah and marri forests, and with
a small detour you can also visit the
remnants of a former prisoner-of-war
camp.

Marrinup Trail, Dwellingup
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THE KALAMUNDA TRAILS
NETWORK, PERTH HILLS

A R K LOW T R A I L S
NETWORK, COLLIE

About a 40-minute drive from Perth,
the Kalamunda Trails area is the most
popular mountain biking destination
in Western Australia. With excellent
facilities and more than 40 kilometres
of fully signed single-track, the
Kalamunda Trails have something for
everyone. The two kilometre Scorpion
decent is the most popular, known for
its wooden berns and roller-coaster
corners.

Completed in 2020, the Arklow Trails
Network is located just five kilometres
from the town of Collie in WA’s South West.
Designed for mountain bike enthusiasts,
the trail network winds its way through
the stunning Arklow forest, totalling
36-kilometres – of which 26-kilometres is
new or upgraded trail. Six kilometres of the
trail has been built to accommodate hand
cycles, allowing mountain bike riders with
disabilities the opportunity to enjoy even
more of the area.

PICCANINNY GORGE WALK,
P U R N U L U L U N AT I O N A L PA R K
World Heritage-listed Purnululu
National Park, in WA’s Kimberley region,
is home to the awe-inspiring Bungle
Bungle Range. 350 million years in the
making, its ochre and black striped
domes make it one of the most unique
and captivating ranges on Earth. The
area’s best day hikes include Cathedral
Gorge and Echidna Chasm, while the
five day Piccaninny Gorge Walk offers
spectacular and secluded scenery.

BLUFF KNOLL, STIRLING
R A N G E N AT I O N A L PA R K
Located in the Stirling Range National
Park, Bluff Knoll is the highest and most
spectacular peak in WA’s South West,
sitting at 1,098 metres above sea level.
Requiring some fitness, the moderate five
kilometre return hike is a picturesque twohour journey to the panoramic views from
the bluff before the one descent to the
base. The Stirling Range National Park is a
biodiversity hotspot, home to 1,500 species
of magnificent and colourful flora, many of
which are unique to the area.
CASTLE ROCK, PORONGURUP
N AT I O N A L PA R K

Bluff Knoll, Stirling Range National Park
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The massive ancient granite domes of
Porongurup National Park in WA’s South
West rise 670 metres above the landscape,
surrounded by a seas of giant Karri
trees. Home to the Castle Rock Granite
Skywalk, a walking gantry mounted high
out from the magnificent Castle Rock, the
4.4 kilometre return hike offers sweeping
views of the stunning landscapes and
surrounding plains.
KARIJINI GORGES AND TRAILS,
KARIJINI
N AT I O N A L PA R K

Two billion years in the making, Karijini
National Park in the Pilbara region is
one of WA’s most spectacular natural
attractions offering amazing hiking
trails through ancient gorges. An
adventure lover’s paradise, explore
tunnels of marbled rock, clamber over
boulders, squeeze through narrow
tunnels, paddle through waterways and
descend into ancient chasms. There’s
also easy access to stunning lookouts
and walk trails for varying levels of
fitness and experience. Some of the
most popular trails include Dales Gorge,
Fortescue Falls, Weano Gorge and
Oxers Lookout.

Hamersley Gorge , Karijini National Park
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OUTBACK
ADVENTURE
Rugged, captivating and
i n s p i r i n g , W A’ s o u t b a c k i s
home to the Earth’s oldest
ro c ks , Wo r l d H e r i ta g e listed landscapes, ancient
cultures, vast skies by
day and spectacular
stargazing by night.
H e r e ’ s o u r W ‘A’ l i s t o f
outback experiences.
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Karijini Eco Retreat, Karijini National Park

O F F B E AT A N D E X T R E M E
WA’s outback has many claims to fame –
the world’s biggest rock (Mount Augustus,
more than twice the size of Uluru), oldest
rocks (4.4 billion-year-old zircon found at
Jack Hills) and largest outdoor gallery
(Antony Gormley’s sculptures at Lake
Ballard’s Inside Australia exhibition). We
are also home to cattle stations the size
of small European countries; Australia’s
only two Horizontal Falls; the world’s
longest golf course (the 1,365 kilometre
Nullarbor Links, starting in Kalgoorlie);
130-million-year-old dinosaur footprints
at Broome; and three World Heritage
listed areas (Shark Bay, Ningaloo Reef and
Purnululu National Park). You’ll also find
quirky experiences and characters, from
the touching tribute to man’s best friend
at the Corrigin Dog Cemetery, equestrian
art along the Tin Horse Highway near Kulin
and spooky ghost towns in the Goldfields
and Wheatbelt north and east of Perth.

Visitors to WA can now combine
outback camping with authentic
Aboriginal experiences at a Camping
with Custodians campground –
operated and run by local Aboriginal
communities – located in the State’s
North West.
S U P E R S TA R S
With lots of space and a few people,
very little artificial light intrudes into
the night sky – showcasing why WA is
a stargazer’s mecca. You don’t have to
travel far from Perth for clear skies, with
photographers capturing spectacular
starlight images over the Pinnacles’
eerie limestone formations. You can
pitch a tent and enjoy meteor showers
at Karijini National Park in the Pilbara,
join an Astro Tour with local astronomer
Greg Quicke in Broome, or soak up
the stars and the sea along the Shark
Bay coast or the Kimberley’s Dampier
Peninsula.

HAPPY CAMPERS
WA’s size, climate, range of experiences
and more than 100 national parks and
reserves mean you’ll find a perfect spot
for camping and caravanning at any time
of year. Sites and facilities for camping,
caravans and recreational vehicles are
expanding throughout WA, meaning you
have more options than ever to wake up to
a million-dollar view – such as kangaroos
on the beach at the recently upgraded
Lucky Bay Campground near Esperance –
without breaking your budget. Stress even
less and book online, or arrive to find your
tent already set up with ‘glamping’ options
across the State.

THE LAST FRONTIER?
The Kimberley, in WA’s far north, is one
of the world’s last true wilderness areas.
A land of spectacular natural beauty.
A four-wheel-drive adventure on the
epic Gibb River Road, spanning 660
kilometres from Derby to Kununurra, will
reward you with ancient landscapes,
gorges, waterfalls, station stays and
Aboriginal experiences. Short on time?
Get a bird’s eye view of the majestic
landscape with a series of remote
landing strips dotted throughout
the region. Complete your Kimberley
adventure in the tropical pearling town
of Broome, where the outback meets
the ocean.
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GOLD, GHOSTS AND GORMLEY

S TAT I O N S TAY S

Head into the heart of gold country at
Kalgoorlie, where you’ll find charming
colonial buildings, fascinating gold-rush
history and the Super Pit lookout over
Australia’s biggest working open cut
gold mine. Driving the 965-kilometre
Golden Quest Discovery Trail takes
you from Coolgardie to Laverton past
legendary country pubs, the fascinating
Gwalia ghost town, the former home of
31st US President Herbert Hoover and
the world’s largest and most unusual
outdoor gallery Inside Australia at Lake
Ballard.

For a whip-cracking, authentic taste of
outback life, stay onsite at some of WA’s
huge sheep and cattle stations where
you can see skilled stockmen in action at
a muster and experience genuine rural
hospitality. Accommodation options
range from rustic shearing quarters or
a swag under the stars, to the luxury
of glamping and grand homesteads.
Many of WA’s outback stations welcome
visitors – from El Questro in the Kimberley,
to Wooleen Station in the Murchison and
Bullara between Coral Bay and Exmouth.

W I L D F LOW E R S H OW
WA is home to one of the world’s largest
collection of wildflowers, with more than
12,000 species – 60 per cent of which
aren’t found anywhere else on Earth.
From June in the north to November
in the south, WA’s wildflowers create
colourful carpets so vast that they have
even been detected from space during
high-rainfall years.

Wooleen Station, Australias Golden Outback
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Wildflowers, Morawa

JOIN THE OUTBACK
EVENT CIRCUIT
Get caught up in the community
spirit at cultural, food and sporting
events all over WA throughout the
year. The multi-award-winning
Argyle Diamonds Ord Valley Muster
is a true WA original – a series of
music, comedy and cultural events
that celebrate the Kimberley’s
landscapes and cultures.

Horse-racing action happens at the
Kulin Bush Races and at multiple
regional locations through the Country
Cup, or see a different kind of race
at Yalgoo’s Emu Cup and Goo Fest,
where locals dress as the iconic birds;
the Kickstarters Gascoyne Dash, a
rugged motorsport challenge between
Carnarvon and Gascoyne Junction;
the Leonora Gift sprint along the
dusty main street; the Gibb Challenge
Kimberley cycling adventure; and the
Mullewa Muster and Rodeo.

Argyle Diamonds Ord valley Muster, the Kimberley
Photo by Ben Broady
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Boost Mobil Margaret River Pro,
Margaret River Region

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE
We s te r n Au s t ra l i a
is blessed with an
abundance of sunshine,
and some of the world’s
most magnificent natural
formations, making it
an ideal destination to
immerse yourself in the
outdoors.
Here’s our top pick of
outdoor adventures.
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MARINE ENCOUNTERS
AT N I N G A LO O R E E F

CYCLE THE MUNDA
BIDDI TRAIL

Ningaloo is home to one of the world’s
largest fringing reefs and can be reached
in just a short swim from the shoreline.
What’s more, it has made the UNESCO
World Heritage list for its incredible
biodiversity and is one of the few places
in the world where you can swim with the
largest fish in the ocean, the gentle whale
shark (March to July), as well as humpback
whales (August to October) and manta
rays (year-round). If you’re lucky enough,
you might get all three in one day!

The Munda Biddi Trail is a world-class
off-road cycling experience, meaning
‘path through the forest’ in the local
Nyoongar Aboriginal language. The
1,000 kilometre nature-based track
runs from Mundaring in the Perth Hills
to Albany, and offers a mix of trails
suited to different fitness and skill levels.
Imagine cycling through towering
eucalyptus forests and ancient,
unspoiled bushland whilst discovering
plants and wildlife found nowhere else
in the world.

H I K E O N E O F W A’ S
FA M O U S T R A I L S

C A M P U N D E R T H E S TA R S

Choose from the hundreds of trails, which
cross WA’s spectacular regions, including
world-class long distance wilderness
trails to jaw dropping gorge walks. At the
top of the list is the Cape to Cape Track.
At 135 kilometres long, the trail is one
of Australia’s most unique and varied
walking tracks hugging the Margaret River
coastline. For the hard-core hiker, you can’t
go past the Bibbulmun Track, stretching
nearly 1,000 kilometres from Perth Hills
to Albany in the South West. Visitors can
experience both tracks in shorter sections,
and either self-guided or with a tour
operator.

Forgo the bells and whistles of five-star
luxury and get back to nature, where
you can truly recharge and soak up
the surrounding serenity. From the
State’s scenic south coast to the rugged
North West, there is a plethora of
campgrounds to be uncovered – many
of which only require a small fee. Some
of the most scenic picks include Lucky
Bay campground in Esperance, Conto
campground in Margaret River, Red
Bluff at Quobba Station along the
Coral Coast, Osprey Bay campground
at Ningaloo and Honeymoon Pool in
the South West.

Munda Biddi Trail, Dwellingup
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DISCOVER KARIJINI’S
ANCIENT CHARMS
With massive gorges, crystal clear rock
pools and waterfalls, Karijini National
Park is a must-visit for anyone with a thirst
for adventure. Explore tunnels of marbled
rock, clamber over boulders, squeeze
through narrow tunnels, paddle through
waterways and descend deep into
ancient chasms. There’s also easy access
to stunning lookouts and walk trails of
varying levels so everyone can experience
this thrilling landscape.

C H A S E WAT E R FA L L S A N D
EPIC LANDSCAPES IN THE
KIMBERLEY
Travel along the epic Gibb River Road,
one of Australia’s great four-wheel-drive
adventures. The 660-kilometre journey
will take you to some of the Kimberley’s
most spectacular landscapes. In and
around the town of Kununurra, ask a
local where the falls are flowing, or
head out to the awe-inspiring Lake
Argyle, one of the largest freshwater
lakes in the Southern Hemisphere.

HANG 10 IN MARGARET RIVER

SANDBOARDING IN LANCELIN

WA is known for its world-class surf,
with a selection of quality breaks lining
the State’s coast from north to south.
Recognised internationally as one of the
best big-wave surfing locations on earth
for consistently spectacular breaks, and
home to Margaret River Pro which is
World Surf League event, Margaret River
is a must-visit for any surfing enthusiast.
The region is home to more than 75 surf
breaks, with conditions ranging from
powerful reef breaks to fun beach surf.

For a taste of adventure and an
injection of adrenalin, head to the
Lancelin sand dunes north of Perth.
Here, you can go sand boarding down
massive 45 degree angle dunes, which
are the biggest in WA. From the peaks
you’ll be rewarded with a panoramic
outlook over Lancelin, surrounding
farmland, sand hills and coastline.

LEARN ABOUT THE LAND WITH
AN ABORIGINAL GUIDE
The rich and unique culture of Australia’s
Aboriginal people stretches back at least
50,000 years, making it the world’s oldest
living culture. Across coastal, urban and
outback WA, Aboriginal tourism operators
proudly share their fascinating stories,
distinctive cultures and traditional lands
with visitors through a variety of authentic
experiences.

140

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Sand Boarding, Lancelin

CLIMB BLUFF KNOLL
Located in Stirling Range National
Park in WA’s South West, Bluff Knoll
is the highest and one of the most
spectacular peaks in south WA.
Requiring some fitness, the moderate
five kilometre return hike is a
picturesque two-hour journey to the
panoramic views from the bluff before
the one hour descent to the base.
If visiting in winter, you might even
be lucky to catch a small amount of
snowfall!
C ATC H A B I G O N E
With a lengthy coastline, it’s no wonder
WA is well placed for fishing – whether
that be in a boat out in the deep sea,
or off a jetty or the beach, you can
put yourself within striking distance of
a vast array of sought-after species,
from the elusive barramundi, to the
iconic dhufish. Kimberley Coastal
Camp, HeliSpirit and the Mackerel
Islands are just some of the operators
who specialise in adventures for the
fishing enthusiast, with fishing hotspots
located all around the State.

The Stirling Ranges, Australia’s South West
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HIT THE
ROAD FOR
AN EPIC
ADVENTURE
IN WA
One of the best ways
to ex p e r i e n ce We s te r n
Australia is by road.
T h e s i ze o f WA a n d i t s
diversity of landscapes,
experiences and climates
m a kes i t t h e p e r fe c t ro a d
trip destination.
Start your adventure
in Australia’s sunniest
capital city, Perth where a thriving cultural,
hospitality and events
scene is complemented by
the city’s natural beauty.
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Hutt Lagoon,
Australias Coral Coast

HIT THE ROAD FOR AN EPIC
ADVENTURE IN WA

ITINERARIES

In an easy day trip from the Perth CBD,
you could be sampling your way around
WA’s oldest wine region, the Swan
Valley; swimming with wild dolphins in
Rockingham; hiking among spectacular
scenery in the Perth Hills region; venturing
the eclectic and historic streetscapes
of Fremantle; or walking on a lunar-like
landscape at the Pinnacles Desert.

S O U T H W E S T N AT U R E
AND WINE DRIVE

From Perth, head south to discover
premium food and wine, beaches,
dramatic coastline, tall-timber forests and
caves – or head north and experience the
marine wonders of World Heritage-listed
Shark Bay and Ningaloo Reef, before
exploring the rugged landscapes of the
Pilbara and the Kimberley.
East of Perth, head to Kalgoorlie where
gold rush history and outback characters
can be found, or take a journey through
the Wheatbelt passing by farmland and
discover wildflowers in bloom.
Several hire companies offer a range of
vehicles making a WA road trip even more
accessible, including Britz Campervans,
Maui Motorhomes, RedSands Campers
and Crikey Campers. For those wanting to
take a back seat, a selection of local tour
operators provide single and multi-day
road trip experiences State-wide, such as
InStyle Adventures, Luxury Outback Tours,
ADAMS Pinnacle Tours and Casey Tours.
Check out the road trips guide to exploring
Western Australia, which showcases
a selection of road trips that take in
extraordinary experiences around
the State.

Highlights: Bunbury,
Margaret River and Pemberton
Duration: 4-6 days
Seekers of the world’s premium wines
and top-rated chefs make a beeline
from Perth to the Margaret River
region to indulge their foodie passions.
Venture a little off the trail and you’ll
find some extraordinary flavours in
the surrounding regions of Bunbury,
Pemberton and Manjimup, including
the prized black truffle.
SOUTH WEST EDGE
Highlights: Perth, William Bay National
Park, Porongurup National Park,
Fitzgerald River National Park and
Cape Le Grand National Park
Duration: 11 days
Take a unique road trip from Perth to
the south west, through wine regions,
towering karri forests and along the
marine life-rich coast, before returning
to Perth across the outback. Meet
playful dolphins and watch majestic
whales. Sample premium wines and the
finest fresh produce. Explore ancient
caves, unique mountain ranges, pristine
beaches and wildflowers (September
– November). Immerse yourself in the
diverse landscapes and pioneering
gold rush heritage.
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GOLDEN QUEST
DISCOVERY TRAIL
Highlights: Kalgoorlie,
Menzies and Laverton
Duration: 6 days

WOOL WAGON PATHWAY
Highlights: Mullewa, Gascoyne Junction and
Exmouth
Duration: 6-10 days

Unearth the riches of the 120-year old
gold rush history on 965-kilometres
through WA’s Goldfields. This road trip
takes in the historic town of Kalgoorlie,
Kookynie and its Grand Hotel, the ghost
town of Gwalia, and the world’s largest
outdoor gallery dotted across the salt
flats of Lake Ballard.

The Wool Wagon Pathway, from Geraldton
to Exmouth, is an Australian outback
four-wheel-drive trail that packs a big
adventure into just a few days. Following
in the tracks of legendary pioneers, you’ll
journey through spectacular wildflower
country, outback desert and working
stations to reach the bluest ocean and
most amazing marine life encounters.

C O R A L C OA S T H I G H WAY

GIBB RIVER ROAD

Highlights: Shark Bay
and Ningaloo Reef

Highlights: Derby, Kununurra, El Questro,
Windjana Gorge, Bell Gorge, Tunnel Creek
and Exmouth

Duration: 9-11 days
The Ningaloo Reef and Shark Bay coast
are one of a few places on Earth where
you can visit two World Heritage-listed
treasures in one self-drive adventure.
Travelling from Perth to Exmouth, this trip
reveals the natural wonders that put the
region on the UNESCO world map – from
one of the world’s largest fringing reefs, to
the largest and oldest living fossils on the
planet, not to mention the crystal clear
waters, white sand beaches and wildlife
encounters.

Duration: 10-14 days
This epic 660-kilometre four-wheel-drive
adventure from Derby to Kununurra passes
through areas of extraordinary natural
beauty. See freshwater crocodiles at
Windjana Gorge National Park and swim,
bushwalk and camp at Lennard and Bell
Gorges. Take a scenic flight over Mitchell
Falls and the Mitchell Plateau and stay on
the 700,000 acre El Questro. The Gibb River
Road is only open in the dry season, from
April to early November.
INDIAN OCEAN DRIVE
Highlights: Indian Ocean Drive, Lancelin,
Geraldton and Kalbarri
Duration: 5-7 days

Old Man & The Sea, Geraldton
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Take a colour-filled road trip along the
Indian Ocean Drive, from one of Australia’s
most unique landscapes, the Pinnacles
Desert, to Kalbarri – a coastal town
surrounded by striking limestone cliffs and
ancient red rock gorges. This journey can be
taken all year round but is recommended
to experience between June and October
to coincide with the wildflower season.

WARLU WAY

T H E A R D I C U LT U R A L D R I V E

Highlights: Ningaloo Reef, Karijini
National Park, Broome

Highlights: Broome and Dampier
Peninsula

Duration: 12 days

Duration: 5 days

Reveal the mysteries of the mystical
Warlu ‘sea serpent’ and other
Aboriginal legends by undertaking
this 2,480 kilometre self-drive journey in
WA’s North West. Interpretive signage
along the drive opens your eyes to
the secrets of this country and its
historical, cultural and natural wonders.
Snorkel at the spectacular Ningaloo
Reef and Mackerel Islands, descend
into two billion years of the Earth’s
history at Karijini National Park, witness
ancient rock art sites along the Burrup
Peninsula, watch spectacular ocean
sunsets at Eighty Mile Beach and relax
in the tropical oasis of Broome.

When you let the people of the
Dampier Peninsula show you their
ancient land and culture, you’ll see
there’s more to the Kimberley’s coastal
wilderness than striking contrasts of
white sand, turquoise sea and pindan
cliffs. Enter Bardi and Nyul Nyul country,
open your mind, and join the local
guides for some spear fishing and
mud crabbing, bush and reef walking,
snorkelling and kayaking.

Bundy’s Cultural Tours, Dampier Peninsula
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WELLNESS
EXPERIENCES
WA i s h o m e to a s e l e c t i o n o f
experiences and landscapes
that can offer an escape
from the everyday - a
chance for visitors to heal
the mind, body and soul.
H e r e ’ s o u r W ‘A’ l i s t o f
wellness experiences.
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The Ritz-Carlton, Perth
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D I G I TA L D E TOX
Disconnect from technology and
embrace Mother Nature at a selection of
regional locations across WA that offer
little to no access to WiFi. With varied
accommodation on offer – from exclusive
Kimberley coast retreats like Berkeley
River Lodge, Kimberley Coastal Camp and
Faraway Bay to adult-only villas at Injidup
Spa Retreat and glamping under the stars
at El Questro and Karijini Eco Retreat and
Sal Salis Ningaloo Reef - there are plenty
of options to recharge the mind, body and
soul by soaking up the surrounding natural
beauty, spacious landscapes, clean air,
blue skies and fresh local produce.
RECONNECT WITH
A B O R I G I N A L C U LT U R E
With a rich culture dating back more
than 50,000 years, WA’s Aboriginal
people proudly share their stories and
culture through a variety of authentic
experiences. There are more than 100
Aboriginal tourism businesses operating
across the State, from the ancient lands
of the Kimberley to the cave systems of
the South West and stunning coastlines
of the Golden Outback. Visitors have the
opportunity to combine outback camping
with Aboriginal experiences through WA’s
Camping with Custodians sites, located in
the North West.

T U R N T H E C LO C K TO
‘BROOME TIME’
Upon arriving to Broome, visitors
automatically slip into ‘Broome
Time’ – a reference to the slow-paced
relaxation experienced in the tropical
Kimberley town. Here, travellers can
enjoy the white sands and turquoise
water of Cable Beach, up-close
encounters with the town’s resident
snubfin dolphins, unique treatments
at Cable Beach Club Resort and Spa’s
Chahoya Spa and Eco Beach Resort,
walking across 130 million year old
dinosaur footprints and exploring
Broome’s cultural heritage.
TA K E I N N AT U R E ’ S S E R E N I T Y
WA is home to some of the world’s most
scenic walk and bike trails, offering
unforgettable views, an ever-changing
display of vegetation and wildflowers,
and an overall sense of being at one
with nature. Starting in Perth, Kings
Park and Botanic Garden is on the steps
of the CBD and, as one of the world’s
largest inner city parks, there’s plenty
of space to refresh amongst more than
3,000 species of WA’s unique flora. The
karri and marri forests of the South
West are also the perfect place to have
a ‘forest bathing’ experience, where
visitors can spend time in nature to
increase their mental wellness, boost
immunity and reduce stress – otherwise
known as Shinrun-yoku.
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E S C A P E TO T H E WAT E R

WELLNESS IN PERTH

With 12,000 kilometres of coastline,
WA offers plenty of options for visitors
to experience the healing power of
water. From surfing world-class breaks
in Margaret River, to stand-up-paddle
boarding on the calm waters of the Swan
River, or swimming under waterfalls in the
Kimberley, there are many options to tap
into one of the State’s best natural assets.
WA’s coastline is home to a myriad of
marine life, giving visitors the opportunity
to have a peaceful underwater encounter
with marine creatures, including whale
sharks, manta rays and humpback whales
at Ningaloo Reef, sea lions in Jurien Bay
and friendly dolphins in Rockingham
and Bunbury. For snorkelling and diving
enthusiasts, you can’t go past Rottnest
Island and Ningaloo Reef’s colourful reef
systems. Top off your day with a soothing
Indian Ocean sunset.

Perth’s recent hotel boom has brought
with it a new range of spa treatments.
Devoted to offering a holistic experience,
The Ritz-Carlton Spa uses its riverfront
setting to encourage relaxation and
reflection with bespoke pampering
rituals. Inspired by the refraction of light
underwater, Crown Spa Perth transports
guests to another world with aqua-hued
treatment rooms perfectly partnered
with La Prairie treatments. The separate
men’s and women’s Aqua Retreats
include an aroma steam room, Roman
hot tub, sauna and private relaxation
areas. COMO Shambhala Urban Escape,
located at COMO The Treasury in Perth’s
CBD, specialises in hands-on healing,
combining traditional eastern techniques
with cutting-edge advances in holistic
healthcare. The Shambhala experts help
guests improve and sustain good health
with one-on-one and group classes
in yoga, clinical pilates and personal
training, as well as massage therapy.
Bodhi at The Westin, located in Perth’s
east end at Hibernian Place, provides
100 per cent natural and organic skin
care solutions, as well as indulgent body
treatments. The centre uses two unique
Australian spa care product ranges,
including WA brand Sodashi, and Li’tya
which combines ancient Aboriginal
medicines and massage treatments.
Bodhi also offers restorative sanctuary
treatments at Injidup Spa Retreat in the
Margaret River region, and is also located
across Perth in Cottesloe, Wembley and
East Perth.

COMO Shambhala Urban Escape, Perth
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ABORIGINAL
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
The rich and unique
culture of Australia’s
Aboriginal people
stretches back at least
50,000 years – making
it the world’s oldest
living culture. Across
coastal, urban and
o u t b a c k WA , m o re t h a n
130 Aboriginal tourism
operators proudly share
their fascinating stories,
distinctive cultures and
traditional lands with
visitors through a variety
of authentic experiences.
Here’s a snapshot of some
of the options.

Koomal Dreaming, Margaret River Region

Parmelia Hilton
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•

Bingi through a Porthole (Broome,
Kimberley – North West). A unique
way to discover Chinatown is on a
newly launched discovery tour with
local Aboriginal man and owner/
operator of Uptuyu Aboriginal
Adventures Neville Poelina. The
walking tour covers Neville’s personal
pearling tales and experiences
growing up on the bustling streets of
Chinatown. The tour can be booked
at visitbroome.com.au.

•

Borrgoron Coast to Creek Tours
(Dampier Peninsula, Kimberley –
North West). Bardi man and fourthgeneration pearler Terry Hunter
combines traditional knowledge
with his experiences growing up on a
remote pearling farm on this walking
tour with a difference on the Dampier
Peninsula. On Borrgoron Coast to
Creek Tours’ signature experience,
you’ll learn about how the Bardi
(land) and Jawi (island) people have
lived in harmony with the land and
sea for millenia with a two-hour walk
through the mangroves, creeks and
tidal flats of King Sound. Along the
way, Terry will also share his deep
knowledge of the pearling trade
and treat you to a tasty bush tucker
snack. cygnetbaypearlfarm.com.au/
borrgoron-coast-to-creek-tours
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•

Bungoolee Tours (Fitzroy Crossing,
Kimberley – North West). Bunuba
Elder Jimmy Andrews traces the
footsteps of powerful freedom fighter
Jandamarra, a legendary hero who
defended Bunuba country against
overwhelming odds. Take a two-hour
walking tour through Jandamarra’s
hideout in WA’s oldest cave system at
Tunnel Creek, hear Dreamtime stories
of how the land was created and
see ancient rock art that brings the
stories to life. bungoolee.com.au

•

Go Cultural Tours & Experiences
(Perth). The Perth-based company
recently introduced two new cultural
tours, in addition to its Elizabeth
Quay Goomup experience. Visitors
to Rottnest Island – known as
Wadjemup to the local Nyoongar
people - can now experience
traditional Aboriginal culture on a
new 90-minute walking tour. The
tour offers visitors the opportunity to
learn about Rottnest’s history and the
spiritual significance to the Nyoongar
people, and includes a Welcome to
Country, traditional sand ceremony,
and song and storytelling with
Aboriginal guide, Walter McGuire. In
Perth’s iconic Kings Park and Botanic
Garden – known as Kaarta Koomba to
the local Nyoongar people – guests
can now learn about Kaarta Gar-up,
the traditional name for the Mount
Eliza escarpment in Kings Park, and
its intriguing past and spiritual
significance to the Aboriginal people
on Go Cultural’s new Kings Park Tour.
gocultural.com.au

•

Kodja Place (Kojonup, South
West). Explore this pretty pastoral
district’s Nyoongar history through
the Kodja Place’s displays or join
local Elder Jack Cox for billy tea,
damper and yarns. Jack will show
you special features of the centre
including a Nyoongar kodj axe, a
tammar-skin rug, a Nyoongar-Maori
wedding cape and a newcomer’s
bushfire experience. kodjaplace.
com.au

•

Luridgii Eco Cultural Tours
(Kununurra, Kimberley – North
West). Kununurra-based tour leader
Ted Hall oversees four-wheeldrive tag-along tours, outback
camping and cultural awareness
programs in Miriuwung country.
In 2017, the Luridgii team added
a Jaliwang Diamond Mine Tour
through a rugged landscape
steeped in traditions and Jaliwang
(barramundi) Dreaming to
reach the Argyle Diamond Mine,
where you can see the precious
gemstones – including the rare
pink diamond – and the operations
involved in their extraction.
luridgiitours.com.au

•

Mimbi Caves (near Fitzroy Crossing,
Kimberley – North West). One
of Australia’s best-kept secrets,
this vast subterranean labyrinth
is part of a 350-million-year-old
Devonian reef system, which
houses a significant collection of
Aboriginal rock art and some of the
most impressive fish fossils in the
Southern Hemisphere. The Mimbi
area is a place of strong spiritual
significance for the traditional
owners, the Gooniyandi people.
Spectacular limestone formations,
brilliant colours and crystal clear
freshwater pools set the scene
for a guided tour laced with
Dreamtime stories and bush tucker.
mimbicaves.com.au

•
•

Koomal Dreaming (Margaret River,
South West). The Margaret River
region’s big drawcards – beaches,
caves and dining – come together
on tours led by local Wadandi
man, Josh Whiteland. With Koomal
Dreaming you’ll journey into
Ngilgi Cave for ancient stories
and unique didgeridoo acoustics,
and forage for, and taste, native
food and medicine. The menu
could include kangaroo, emu,
quandong, emu plum and salt
bush. koomaldreaming.com.au

Luridgii Aboriginal Eco Cultural
Tours,
the Kimberley
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•

Narlijia Experiences (Broome,
Kimberley – North West). Engaging
tours by Broome born-and-bred
Yawuru man Bart Pigram offer
an Aboriginal and multicultural
perspective of the pearling town
and its fascinating history. You’ll
learn about saltwater people, the
seasons, the land and the food
that sustained this ancient coastal
culture for thousands of years. Scour
for oysters and other tasty morsels
in Broome’s mangroves, where you
can spot mudskippers, mud crabs
and a variety of birds at low tide.
toursbroome.com.au

•

Ngalang Wongi Aboriginal Cultural
Tours (Bunbury, South West).
Bunbury’s original inhabitants, the
Nyoongar people, hunted and fished
throughout the Koombana Bay
area for thousands of years. Artist
and didgeridoo player Troy Bennell
weaves his cultural knowledge into
an array of Dreamtime stories and
whimsical yarns about traditional
and contemporary Aboriginal life,
sacred sites, the Nyoongar six
seasons and Dolphin Dreaming,
linking to Koombana Bay’s
population of wild bottlenose
dolphins. ngalangwongi.com.au
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•

Ngurrangga Tours (Burrup Peninsula,
Pilbara – North West). This unique
archaeological area houses the
world’s largest collection of ancient
Aboriginal rock carvings, with more
than one million petroglyphs dating
back as far as the last ice age. Tour
this amazing outdoor art gallery and
surrounding coastal landscape with
Clinton Walker, a descendant of the
local Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi
people, who has spent his entire life
learning about his ancestors and
culture. ngurrangga.com.au

Maalinup Aboriginal Gallery, Swan Valley

•

Mabu Buru Tours (Broome,
Kimberley – North West). Johani
Mamid will take you on a very
personal journey that explores
Yawuru Culture through country,
nature, history, lore and traditional
knowledge. You’ll discover things
hidden in plain sight throughout
the landscape of Cable Beach to
Roebuck Bay, taste seasonal fruits,
encounter local wildlife and hear
the stories of the Yawuru. A special
seasonal tour only operating
in November and December,
allows you to experience the
turtle nesting season with
your highly experienced guide.
broomeaboriginaltours.com.au

•

Goldfields Honey Ant Tours
(Kalgoorlie, Golden Outback).
Experience an authentic on-country
bushfood foraging experience in
the heart of WA’s Golden Outback.
You’ll sample the sweetest of
bushfoods, the prized honey ant,
forage for witchetty grubs, discover
seasonal nuts and fruits, and learn
about bush medicine plants. After
the foraging, gather round the
campfire for billy tea, damper and
slow cooked stew whilst being
captivated by cultural stories about
the traditional lifestyles of the
Tjupan people and how they still
practice cultural ways on country.
goldfieldshoneyanttours.com.au

•

Warrang-Bridil (Perth). This new
walking tour reflects WarrangBridil’s vision to ‘close the gap’ on
knowledge and understanding of
Nyoongar people’s heritage, as
they share their culture with visitors.
The 60-minute ‘on country’ tour with
a Nyoongar guide explores the
shores of the spectacular Derbal
Yerrigan (Swan River) overlooking
Perth city, Matagarup Bridge and
the Optus Stadium precinct. It also
features in-depth insights into
pre-colonisation of the Nyoongar
nation and the importance
of culture, language, values,
relationships, responsibilities and
social structures.
warrang-bridil.com.au

•

Wula Gura Nyinda Eco Adventures
(Shark Bay World Heritage Region
– Coral Coast). Francois Peron
National Park is a picturesque
peninsula of acacia-cloaked red
dunes and shrub surrounded by
turquoise water. Teeming with
marine life such as dolphins
and rays, the tranquil lagoons
are perfect for kayaking and
snorkelling. Join award-winning
guide Darren ‘Capes’ Capewell for
an inside view of the deep spiritual
connection between the local
Nhanda and Malgana Aboriginal
people and this breathtaking
saltwater paradise. Most recently,
Darren has introduced scenic SUP
Tours and an exclusive escape to
Australia’s westernmost point,
Dirk Hartog Island, to his tour
offering. wulagura.com.au
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•

Maalinup Aboriginal Gallery
(Swan Valley, Perth). Only 30 minutes
from the Perth CBD, in the Swan Valley
wine region, Maalinup Aboriginal
Gallery is unique to Perth as an
Aboriginal-owned and operated
enterprise offering Aboriginal cultural
activities, talks, performances and
bush tucker, as well as a gallery full
of local Aboriginal art, exquisitely
different hand painted gifts and high
quality Australian made souvenirs.
Drop in and sample sauces, jams,
chutneys, oils and dukkahs from the
bush tucker range or treat yourself to
a handmade soap or book.
maalinup.com.au

•

Kingfisher Tours (Kununurra,
Kimberley – North West). Kingfisher
Tours pairs luxurious Kimberley region
sightseeing with the deep knowledge
of their Traditional Custodian guides.
Local Aboriginal guides are at the
heart of all experiences, be it flying
over the beehiveshaped domes of
the Bungle Bungles before exploring
the World Heritage-listed landscape
on foot; sailing through the remote
isles of the Eclipse Archipelago off
the Kimberley coast on a luxury yacht,
or bouncing along in a 4WD to visit
remote communities, learning stories
of the land and its people along the
way. kingfishertours.com.au

•

Borrgoron Coast to Creek Tours
(Dampier Peninsula, Kimberley –
North West). Bardi man and fourthgeneration pearler Terry Hunter
combines traditional knowledge
with his experiences growing up on a
remote pearling farm on this walking
tour with a difference on the Dampier
Peninsula. On Borrgoron Coast to
Creek Tours’ signature experience,
you’ll learn about how the Bardi
(land) and Jawi (island) people have
lived in harmony with the land and
sea for millenia with a two-hour walk
through the mangroves, creeks and
tidal flats of King Sound. Along the
way, Terry will also share his deep
knowledge of the pearling trade
and treat you to a tasty bush tucker
snack. cygnetbaypearlfarm.com.au/
borrgoron-coast-to-creek-tours

•

Southern Cross Cultural Walk
(Dampier Peninsula, Kimberley –
North West). Join Bardi-Jawi man
Bolo Angus and his family on an
inspirational journey through
his traditional country on the
Dampier Peninsula at Lullumb.
Learn about Bardi Jawi culture and
experience hunting and gathering
techniques passed down through
the generations. Walk through
mangroves, paperbark forests, salt
plains, and freshwater creeks. Forage
for crabs, fish and oysters and enjoy
them over an open fire on the beach.
lullumbtours.com.au
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For more information on Aboriginal
tourism experiences in WA, visit the
Western Australian Indigenous Tourism
Operators Council (waitoc.com).

JINA: WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN
ABORIGINAL TOURISM
ACTION PLAN
WA is set to become the nation’s premier
destination for authentic Aboriginal tourism
experiences following the release of the Tjina:
Western Australian Aboriginal Tourism Action
Plan and supporting $20 million Aboriginal
Tourism Fund. The four-year plan will support a
range of initiatives including the development
of new Aboriginal tourism experiences,
encouraging more Aboriginal people to work
in the tourism industry, and the development of
administration and booking systems to support
Aboriginal tourism businesses.
Also included in the plan will be the
development of up to three new Camping with
Custodian campgrounds, and an increase in
tourism experiences on the Dampier Peninsula.

Gantheaume Point, Broome
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NEW PRODUCT

NEW PRODUCT

Matagarup Bridge Zip+Climb, Perth

WESTERN
A U S T R A L I A’ S
N E W PR O D U C T
W e s t e r n Au s t r a l i a ha s
w e l c o m e d a ra f t of
n e w an d re v i t a l i s e d
accommodation,
a t t r a c t i o n s , to u r s
a n d fo o d an d wi n e
e x p e r i e n c e s ov e r th e
l a s t 12 mo n t h s .

Treetop Walk, Walpole
Photo by Walk into Luxury

AC C O M M O DAT I O N
Barn Hives (Yallingup, South West)
Barn Hives is a self-sustainable ecoluxury accommodation offering located
in Yallingup in the Margaret River
region. Opened in October 2020, the
architecturally designed, luxury ecopods are fully self-contained, with each
villa consisting of a two-storey open
plan living space. Special attention was
paid to sunlight and cross ventilation in
the design, and water for the property
is collected from rainfall and heated by
solar panels. The property is also home
to the award winning Barnyard 1978
restaurant, and is close to the popular
Smiths Beach.
barnhives.com.au
DoubleTree by Hilton
Perth Waterfront (Perth)
Opened in December 2020, DoubleTree
by Hilton Perth Waterfront offers
spectacular views over the Swan River
and Perth city skyline. Located at the
Barrack Square precinct, just adjacent
to Elizabeth Quay, the 229-room hotel
spans 18 floors, and includes meeting
and event spaces, a fitness centre and
an outdoor infinity pool with views over
the Swan River. The food and beverage
offerings include Reel Kitchen – with an
open kitchen concept showcasing fresh,
seasonal WA produce and seafood;

Oar Bistro, a deli and bakery located on
the boardwalk; and 18 Knots Rooftop
bar. Located on the 18th floor, the
rooftop venue offers breathtaking and
uninterrupted 360-views of the Swan
River and Perth city. The artwork on the
side of the building has been designed
and installed by Fremantle-based artist
Tom Mùller – and reflects the rhythm
and waves of the Swan River.
hilton.com
Farmers’ Home Hotel (Northam, Perth)
The historic Farmers’ Home Hotel
in the town of Northam has been
beautifully restored into a 16-room
luxury property. Opened in July 2020,
the boutique stay offers five different
room types capturing the essence of
the hotel’s 150 year history, including
the Grange Rooms, which all have
access to a restored shared balcony;
the generously sized Farmhouse Rooms;
or the two bedroom Homestead Room.
A Dome café operates at street level
overlooking the Avon River; and open
daily is the Temperance Wine Bar
offering a menu consisting of share
plates, complemented by a local
wine list.
farmershomehotel.com

DoubleTree by Hilton
Perth Waterfront

MEDIA KIT 2021 159

Hilton Garden Inn Albany (South West)

Novotel Perth Murray Street (Perth)

The city of Albany in the Great Southern
region is set to welcome a new hotel
in mid-2021. The Hilton Garden Inn
Albany is the first Hilton Garden
Inn signing in Australia and will be
located on the waterfront next to
Albany Entertainment Centre. The 108room hotel will be an affordable and
comfortable accommodation choice,
with the option of eight superior rooms
and four corner suites, a fitness centre,
three meeting rooms, a bar and a
restaurant.

Accor and Fragrance Group Limited
have opened a 431-room Novotel Perth
Murray St (December 2019), the largest
Accor hotel in Perth. Ideally located
right in the heart of the Perth CBD, the
hotel features a spectacular 12th floor
fitness and spa facility, including a pool,
steam room, day spa and sauna; four
bars and restaurants; four meeting
rooms and a conference room for up
to 120 people; and spacious modern
rooms.
all.accor.com

hilton.com/en/hilton-garden-inn/
Majuba Lodge (Albany, South West)
Jaspers Pemberton (South West)
Jaspers Pemberton is a boutique
accommodation offering, nestled near
the tall timber trees of the Southern
Forests region. The property opened
in June 2020, and offers three luxury,
architect-designed studio spaces,
alongside a new whisky bar and
restaurant – Jaspers Whisky. The
cosy and energy-efficient cabins
accommodate up to two guests, with
a king-sized bed, choice of pillows,
kitchenette, oversized rainfall shower,
Biology skincare amenities and a
private deck with bike racks.

The city of Albany in WA’s South West
has welcomed a new accommodation
offering, Majuba Country Lodge. The
lodge is a bespoke guesthouse offering
two private suites, overlooking Oyster
Harbour in Kalgan, located a 20-minute
drive from Albany. The suites have been
designed with understated luxury in
mind, with every element thoughtfully
chosen to complement the stunning
natural surroundings.
instagram.com/majubacountrylodge

jasperspemberton.com
Jaspers Pemberton
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Margaret River Heartland (Margaret
River, South West)
Margaret River Heartland, a fourthgeneration farm in the heart of
region, is now offering ‘off-the-grid’
accommodation with pastoral views
to the forest. Guests can choose
from a weatherboard cottage or a
‘glampavan’ – a completely refurbished
caravan designed by artist Anita Revel,
with a modern kitchen, vintage record
player and rainwater sky shower.
margaretriverheartland.com

Petit Eco Cabin (Yallingup, South West)
Petit Eco Cabin is a single,
architecturally designed timber cabin,
nestled into trees, and overlooking the
organic vineyards of Windows Estate in
Yallingup in the Margaret River region.
All fixtures, fittings, and décor items
for the property have been sourced
and made in Australia. Featuring an
outdoor vintage tub, a fireplace and
daybeds both inside and outside, the
accommodation is designed to help
guests unwind.
windowsestate.com/stay.php

Parmelia Hilton (Perth)
Perth’s Parmelia Hotel reopened in
February 2021 after undergoing a
$45 million transformation. The iconic
53-year old hotel now has a new-look,
and features completely touchless
Digital Key technology. Some of the
works carried out include a complete
revitalisation of the hotel lobby –
featuring locally inspired design and
artwork, the addition of 32 new rooms
and an executive lounge, refurbishment
of the restaurant, and an integrated
thoroughfare connecting the hotel
lobby to the Brookfield Place precinct.
hilton.com/en/hotels/perhitw-parmeliahilton-perth/

RAC Esperance Holiday Park (Esperance,
Golden Outback)
The RAC Esperance Holiday Park
welcomed exciting new additions
in April 2020. The park has been
transformed with the replacement
of its existing amenities building and
addition of a recreation precinct
with resort style pool, modern camp
kitchen, games room, barbecue
areas and a variety of self-contained
accommodation units. Located directly
opposite the beautiful beaches of
Esperance and just a short stroll from
Esperance town centre, the park offers
travellers a relaxing seaside experience.
parksandresorts.rac.com.au/esperance

Parmelia Hilton, Perth
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RAC Exmouth Cape Holiday Park
(Exmouth, Coral Coast)
RAC Exmouth Cape Holiday Park has
expanded this year to provide guests
with even more caravan and campsite
amenities. Completed in July 2020,
the upgraded features include 120
additional powered sites, eight new ensuite sites and eight new self-contained
studio rooms. In addition, guests will
enjoy new, state-of-the-art facilities
including a camp kitchen, games room,
entertainment precinct and resort-style
swimming pool with a children’s wading
pool.
parksandresorts.rac.com.au/exmouth
RAC Karri Valley Resort
(Pemberton, South West)
The RAC Karri Valley Resort has recently
undergone a major redevelopment.
In December 2020, the resort’s new
caravan and campground opened,
which includes 66 powered sites, 50
camp sites, four en-suite sites and
a designated pet friendly zone. A
modern camp kitchen, recreation room,
nature playground and BMX track
are also among the new facilities. The
new camping facilities complement
the existing range of chalet
accommodation – which received a
major refurbishment, completed in July
2020. All of the two and three bedroom
lake and forest view chalets have
been upgraded with new furnishings,
appliances and interiors.
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The resort’s Lakeside Restaurant
has also undergone extensive
refurbishments, including an extension
into a relaxed lounge area, with indoor
fireplace and stunning views over the
lake. The menu has also been updated,
with a focus on local ingredients.
parksandresorts.rac.com.au/karri-valley
Sal Salis Ningaloo Reef
(Ningaloo, Coral Coast)
Luxury eco-retreat Sal Salis Ningaloo
Reef, acquired by Journey Beyond in
2019, has recently received an upgrade.
Additions to the luxury beach safari
camp include a new lodge area
featuring local art; new beach furniture
and pathways; and new luxury vehicles
and golf buggies for guest transfers.
Located in Cape Range National Park,
and with easy access to Ningaloo Reef,
the property comprises 15 wilderness
tents offering views of the surrounding
bush and beach.
salsalis.com.au

RAC Karri Valley Resort, Pemberton

RAC Exmouth Cape
Holiday Park, Ningaloo

Samphire Rottnest (Rottnest, Perth)
Rottnest Island has welcomed its
latest luxury accommodation offering
– Samphire Rottnest. Opened in
October 2020, it’s named after the
native samphire plants found on the
island, and embraces the essence of
Rottnest and its natural surroundings.
Ideally situated on Thomson Bay – next
door to the iconic Hotel Rottnest - the
80-room architecturally designed
accommodation offers 64 generous
guest rooms and 16 spacious rooms
positioned at the front-row, all
with private balconies and views
over vantage points around the
property, and over Thomson Bay. The
development also includes lagoonlike pools – catering to adults and
children – with day beds and umbrellas.
Additional dining options at the hotel
include a separate indoor/outdoor
dining hub and beach club.
samphirerottnest.com.au

Smiths Beach Resort

Samphire Rottnest

Smiths Beach Resort
(Yallingup, South West)
Smiths Beach Resort, located opposite
Smiths Beach in the Margaret River
region, has recently undergone a
soft refurbishment across all of its
accommodation offerings. New
elements such as couches, rugs,
bedside and floor lamps, artwork by
local photographer Christian Fletcher,
dining chairs and outdoor furnishings
complement the resort’s ocean views of
Smiths Beach and surrounding natural
landscape. The luxury coastal resort
has also launched a new range of
‘Signature Experiences’ available to all
guests, which include wine tours and
masterclasses, a walk on the Cape to
Cape Track, e-bike wine tour with Easy
Ride, kayaking with Margaret River
Discover Co, and a fishing experience
with an Aboriginal guide from Koomal
Dreaming.
smithsbeachresort.com.au
Quest Perth Ascot (Perth)
Quest Apartment Hotels welcomed
another new accommodation
offering in Perth with the opening of
Quest Perth Ascot in October 2020.
Ideally positioned between Perth
Airport and the city centre, the new
accommodation offering features 112
modern, self-contained apartments,
including one and two bedroom rooms
equipped with full kitchen and laundry
facilities; and studio apartments with
kitchenettes. The hotel also includes
conference facilities, a gymnasium,
business lounge and swimming pool.
questapartments.com.au
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The Ritz-Carlton (Perth)

Vibe Hotel Subiaco (Subiaco, Perth)

One of Australia’s most anticipated
new hotels, The Ritz-Carlton opened
its doors at Perth’s Elizabeth Quay in
November 2019, heralding the return
of the luxury brand to Australia after
10 years. The hotel offers 205 rooms,
including 18 generously appointed
suites and the 277 square metre RitzCarlton Suite featuring an outdoor
balcony. The signature restaurant
Hearth, led by acclaimed WA chef Jed
Gerrard, showcases produce from WA’s
premier farmers, fisherman, artisans
and winemakers; embracing the
traditional skill of cooking over fire to
deliver a seasonal menu. Songbird, the
rooftop bar, serves up cocktails and
small dishes alongside stunning views
of the city and Swan River. Wellness is
a focus of the Ritz-Carlton Spa, which
features four treatment rooms, saunas,
fitness centre, a private yoga studio, his
and hers outdoor heated vitality pools
and a heated outdoor infinity pool
overlooking the Perth CDB and Swan
River. The hotel also offers meeting and
events spaces – including the Elizabeth
Quay Ballroom.

The inner-city suburb of Subiaco
welcomed its first lifestyle hotel in
October 2020, with the opening of
Vibe Hotel Subiaco. The 168-room
hotel features a rooftop pool, gym,
conference space, versatile guest rooms
that can be transformed into threebedroom suites, a St Marks Road Co.
eatery on the ground floor, and alfresco
dining at the rooftop Storehouse
Restaurant and Bar, offering 360 degree
views over Perth city and Kings Park.

ritzcarlton.com

vibehotels.com/hotel/subiaco-perth
Warders Hotel (Fremantle, Perth)
Fremantle’s iconic heritage-listed
Warder’s Cottages, located next
door to the Fremantle Markets, have
undergone a stunning restoration
and re-opened as the Warders Hotel.
Occupying the old limestone cottages,
the historic rooms of the boutique
hotel – which opened in November
2020 – have been brought back to the
original timbers and stonework, and
are finished off with luxury features and
furniture. Guests have direct access to
a little corner bar, Gimlet, for breakfast,
snacks and evening drinks, or they can
adventure into Emily Taylor, an Asianinspired kitchen and bar located in the
courtyard.
wardershotel.com.au

The Ritz-Carlton, Perth

164

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Woody Island
(Esperance, Golden Outback)

Yallingup Maze Farm House
(Yallingup, South West)

Woody Island, one of the 105 islands
in the Recherche Archipelago and
located 15 kilometres off the coast off
Esperance, welcomed the addition
of four new glamping tents to its
accommodation offering in October
2020. Operated through Woody Island
Eco Tours, the four new tents are all
individually styled with decking and
supreme ocean views of Shearwater
Bay.

One of the Margaret River region’s
popular family-friendly attractions,
Yallingup Maze, has recently opened
a new accommodation offering.
Yallingup Maze Farm House is a luxury
holiday home that sleeps up to eight
people. Managed by Exclusive Escapes,
it is ideal for families and friends,
located just a few steps away from the
Yallingup Maze.
yallingupmaze.com.au

woodyisland.com.au

Vibe Hotel Subiaco
Woody Island, Esperance

Warders Hotel, Fremantle
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Houtman Abrolhos Islands,
Australia Coral Coast
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TO U R S A N D AT T R AC T I O N S
Abrolhos Islands
(Geraldton, Coral Coast)

Albany’s Historic Whaling Station
(Albany, South West)

The Abrolhos Islands, located
approximately 60 kilometres off the
coast of Geraldton, has recently been
granted National Park status. A unique
marine environment of 122 coral cays
(or islands), it extends 100 kilometres
across the Indian Ocean from north to
south. The islands are clustered into
three main groups - Wallabi, Easter
and Pelsaert Group, and are home
to the famed Western Rock Lobster,
Nobby Sea Birds, Tammar Wallabies
and Australian Sea Lions. Several boat
charter operators offer day tours to the
islands, along with live-aboard options
for those with more time.

Albany’s Historic Whaling Station
launched its Twilight Tours in November
2020. Taking place from 6pm to 8pm
on the first Friday of the month – the
tours allow guests to discover Albany’s
whaling history, and the interesting
stories of the characters that worked at
the station, through a personal afterhours guided experience.

Abrolhos Adventures
(Geraldton, Coral Coast)
Operating from Geraldton, Abrolhos
Adventures has introduced a new vessel
to its fleet this season – the catamaran
ferry MV2000. The vessel will soon be
used for all-inclusive sightseeing day
tours to the Abrolhos Islands, and
will be able to reach the islands in
80-minutes – as opposed to around
2.5-hours on other vessels. Abrolhos
Adventures also offer whale watching
tours during the season, departing from
Geraldton.

discoverybay.com.au
Aquarium of Western Australia (AWQA)
(Perth)
Visitors to AQWA can now experience
Australia’s single largest aquarium from
a new point of view aboard the new
custom-built glass bottom boat. An onboard expert commentator will explain
the fascinating aquatic creatures
swimming below including giant sharks,
stingrays and turtles, with a pellet
feed also included in this immersive
experience.
aqwa.com.au

abrolhosadventures.com.au
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Aviair (Kimberley, North West)
Aviair has launched a new Colours
of the Cockburn Range tour for
the 2021 season. The tours depart
from Kununurra in the afternoon to
experience the magic of a Kimberley
sunset from the air. The scenic flight will
take in the sheer cliffs of the Cockburn
Range, which glow red at sunset,
through to El Questro, over the mud
flats and lower Ord River, and across
the Kununurra farmlands.
aviair.com.au

Bingi Through A Porthole
(Broome, North West)
Bingi Through A Porthole is a new
Aboriginal tour uncovering Broome’s
rich pearling history and culture in the
heart of Chinatown. Guests can join
local Aboriginal man Neville Poelina on
a walking tour to discover his personal
tales as a third generation pearl diver,
and his experiences growing up in
Broome, including stories of the bustling
streets of Chinatown and the influences
Asian people had on Broome.
visitbroome.com.au

Bike Swim Hike Dunsborough
(Dunsborough, South West)

Blue Juice Charters (Perth)

Bike Swim Hike Dunsborough is a new
tour operator offering scenic adventure
tours showcasing the Dunsborough
coastline in the Margaret River
region. Catering to a maximum of 10
people, the two-hour tours include
two diverse cycling legs, including a
coastal hike spotting local flora and
fauna, with the opportunity to swim at
some of Dunsborough’s best beaches.
Additional packages include a Pedal
and Plonk wine tasting bike tour, and a
Beers with Gears beer tasking bike tour,
showcasing some of the region’s best
wineries and breweries.

Blue Juice Charters has launched Rock
Lobster Catch and Dine Tours in Perth.
Departing from Hillarys Boat Harbour,
guests can catch and cook their own
WA rock lobster, and experience pulling
in cray pots on a commercial fishing
charter. They can also choose to take
home their catch to enjoy, or have it
cooked straight from the ocean with a
seafood and champagne barbecue at
Hillarys Marina. There is also the option
to charter a private boat to Rottnest
Island to dine on freshly caught rock
lobster, topped off with premium WA
beer, wine and sparkling.

bikeswimhikedunsborough.com

bluejuicecharters.com.au
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Aviair Bungle Bungle & Argyle Diamond Mine Tour

BODHI Wellness Spa Retreat (Perth)
WA wellness spa group, BODHI
Wellness Spa Retreat, opened a new
luxury venue in November 2020 in the
coastal suburb of Cottesloe. This is the
sixth wellness destination for BODHI
– with other locations in Wembley,
Highgate, Qantas T3 Perth International
Transit Lounge and the Westin Hotel
in Perth; and Injidup Spa Retreat in
the Margaret River region. The latest
offering has a modern WA theme, with
seven beautifully appointed treatment
rooms, two hydrotherapy spa baths,
an infrared sauna, a tranquil relax
lounge and a mani-pedi lounge. The
carefully curated spa menu offers
Sodashi and Mukti Organics facial
and body treatments, as well as Li’Tya
healing rituals inspired by Australian
Indigenous healing.
bodhij.com.au
Broome Cruises (Broome, North West)
Broome Cruises has released a new
half-day Sunset, Seafood & Pearling
Cruise, commencing on May 15 for the
2021 season. The only one of its kind in
Australia, the deluxe dining experience
on the water showcases the Broome
region’s unique character, exquisite
local cuisine, pearling heritage and
magical sunsets. The all-inclusive halfday experience includes a seven-course
menu showcasing fresh Kimberley
seafood prepared by a private onboard chef with complimentary
beverages, including Howard Park
Margaret River wine, local Matso’s and
Spinifex Brewing beer.

The cruise visits Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm
for a hands-on experience of wild pearl
fishing, with guests joining a pearl
oyster harvest, sampling rare pearl
meat, while admiring stunning Broome
pearls on deck. The tour concludes with
a stunning Broome sunset, anchored in
the waters of iconic Cable Beach.
rottnestcruises.com/cruises/broome/
Bulingurr Transit (Broome, North West)
A public transport service to the
Dampier Peninsula – Bulingurr Transit
– has commenced from Broome,
departing three days a week and doing
a circuit of the main communities along
the northern end of Cape Leveque
Road. Departing in the morning from
the Broome Visitor Centre and Cable
Beach bus stop, it then heads north to
Cygnet Bay, stopping at Lombadina,
and returning to Broome in the late
afternoon/early evening. Bilingurr
Transit is an Aboriginal family-run
business and opens up opportunities
for visitors to travel between locations
without a vehicle, and do short trips
from Broome.

The Westin, Perth
Photo by BODHI Wellness Spa Retreat
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Bungoolee Tours
(Kimberley, North West)

Coral Expeditions
(Coral Cast & North West)

Bungoolee Tours is now offering
exclusive Aboriginal rock art tours
in the areas surrounding Windjana
Gorge National Park in the Kimberley.
Guests will join Aboriginal elder Jimmy
Dillon Andrews at rock art sites such
as Jumburrurru (Carpenters Gap),
which show that Bunuba people have
been on the land for 46,000 years.
The tour is operated as a tag-a-long,
departing and returning on the same
day to Windjana Gorge campground.
The tours are $195 per person, with
bookings required a minimum three
days in advance.

Australian cruise company Coral
Expeditions has recently launched its
fourth and largest expedition ship,
the Coral Adventurer. The brand new
120 passenger ship is a culmination
of two years of design and 34 years’
experience building and operating
expedition ships. Built to take guests
closer to unspoilt vistas in comfort,
style and safety, the Coral Adventurer
features living spaces, an observation
lounge located on the bridge, and
lightweight dual Xplorer expedition
tenders for on shore excursions.
coralexpeditions.com

bungoolee.com.au
Busselton Jetty (Busselton, South West)
The iconic Busselton Jetty has recently
upgraded its Underwater Observatory
experiences. Located at the end of the
1.8-kilometre long jetty – the longest
timber-piled jetty in the Southern
Hemisphere – the observatory allows
visitors to descend eight-metres
beneath the water’s surface to view
more than 300 individual marine
species in their natural habitat.
Upgrades to the experience include
all new educational, engaging and
entertaining signage; artwork created
by a local artist; high-tech projections
and interactive activities.

Dwellingup Trails and Visitor Centre
(Dwellingup, Perth)
The town of Dwellingup in Perth’s
Peel region is now home to WA’s first
purpose-built trails centre, with the new
Dwellingup Trails and Visitor Centre
opening to the public in September
2020. Equipped with a bike wash area,
hot showers and toilets, trails retail
and equipment hire, it is a must-visit for
those looking to experience the town’s
range of mountain bike, walk, paddle,
railway, four-wheel-drive and horse
trails.
dwellingup.destinationmurray.com.au

busseltonjetty.com.au
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Busselton Jetty,
Margaret River Region

GoGo Active (Perth)
GoGo Active offers guided bike and
kayaking tours in and around Perth and
the Swan River. The bike tours leave
from the South Perth ferry precinct, with
one heading east to explore the Optus
Stadium precinct, Claisebrook Cove and
Elizabeth Quay; and the second tour
heading west past the Blue Boat House
to Matilda Bay, then through Kings
Park. The three-hour guided kayak tour
allows guests to travel into the natural
and pristine area of the Canning River
wetlands. Special event tours are also
offered throughout the year, including a
Cliffs and Caves Kayak Tour around East
Fremantle and Point Walter, and Bike
and Brew tours which stop in at some of
Perth’s microbreweries. All tours go at a
leisurely pace, allowing guests to enjoy
the scenery.
gogoactivetours.com.au
Go Cultural Aboriginal Tours and
Experiences (Perth)
Go Cultural Aboriginal Tours and
Experiences has recently introduced
two new cultural tours. Visitors to
Perth’s Rottnest Island – known as
Wadjemup to the local Nyoongar
people - can now experience traditional
Aboriginal culture on a new 90-minute
walking tour. The tour offers visitors the
opportunity to learn about Rottnest’s
history and the spiritual significance to
the Nyoongar people, and includes a
Welcome to Country, traditional sand
ceremony, and song and storytelling
with an Aboriginal guide.

In Perth’s iconic Kings Park and Botanic
Garden – known as Kaarta Koomba to
the local Nyoongar people – guests
can now learn about Kaarta Gar-up,
the traditional name for the Mount
Eliza escarpment in Kings Park, and
its intriguing past and spiritual
significance to the Aboriginal people.
gocultural.com.au
Goldfields Honey Ant Tours (Kalgoorlie,
Golden Outback)
Goldfields Honey Ant Tours is a new
Aboriginal tour offering an authentic
on-country bushfood foraging
experience in the heart of WA’s Golden
Outback. Guests will be able to sample
the sweetest of bushfoods, the prized
honey ant, forage for witchetty grubs,
discover seasonal nuts and fruits, and
learn about bush medicine plants. After
the foraging, guests will then gather
round the campfire for billy tea, damper
and slow cooked stew whilst being
captivated by cultural stories about
the traditional lifestyles of the Tjupan
people and how they still practice
cultural ways on country. The half-day
tours depart from Kalgoorlie, and are
offered as a self-drive tag-a-long tour.
goldfieldshoneyanttours.com.au

GoGo Active, Perth
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Great Southern Outback Tours and
Accommodation (Golden Outback
and South West)
Great Southern Outback Tours and
Accommodation has recently launched
a number of new tour products
exploring the Great Southern region.
The nine-day Wheatbelt to Great
Southern Wilderness Escape Tour
departs from Perth and includes stops
at Wave Rock, Katanning, Albany and
Ravensthorpe. Guests will discover the
PUBLIC Silo Art Trail in the towns of
Newdegate, Pingrup, Ravensthorpe,
Katanning and Albany; and have the
opportunity to explore Fitzgerald River
National Park and Albany’s Historical
Whaling Station and National Anzac
Centre in Albany. The three-day
Southern Edge Wilderness Escape
Tour departs from Albany to explore
a variety of outback locations in the
Ongerup and Ravensthorpe regions.
Guests will experience local Aboriginal
culture, visit the Fitzgerald River
National Park, Stirling Range National
Park (including Bluff Knoll), and sample
wines in the Porongurup wine region.
greatsouthernoutback.com.au

Gwoonwardu Mia Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Gwoonwardu Mia Aboriginal Cultural
Centre (Carnarvon, Coral Coast)
The Gwoonwardu Mia Aboriginal
Cultural Centre, located in the town
of Carnarvon, opened to the public in
November 2019. Celebrating the five
Aboriginal language groups in the
Gascoyne region, visitors to the Centre
can experience the region’s Aboriginal
history, art, heritage and culture.
Gwoonwardu Mia includes a café,
gallery shop, an Emerging Art Centre
facility, outdoor performance space,
ethnobotanical gardens and grounds
based on the region’s plants and how
they are used by local Aboriginal
people, and a permanent multiaward winning interpretive exhibition
– Burlganyja Wanggaya (Old People
Talking), which tells the stories of the
Gascoyne’s Aboriginal people in their
own words and language.
gahcc.com.au
HALO – Optus Stadium Rooftop Tours
(Perth)
Experience breathtaking views from
the top of the world’s most beautiful
stadium on Optus Stadium’s brand
new rooftop tour – HALO. Guests can
climb the 78 steps up to the roof of
the stadium on a guided tour and
experience the stunning city views,
take in a bird’s-eye view of the field of
play, and sit in seats 42 metres above
the ground. The two-hour tour also
includes a behind-the-scenes look at
how the stadium runs on game day, as
well as information about the stadium’s
construction.
theozone.com.au
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Harvest Tours
(Margaret River, South West)
Harvest Tours, based in the Margaret
River region, has started offering a new
Sweeties Tour with a Difference. The
full-day wine tour showcases the sweet
food and wine artisans of the region,
with guests being treated to chocolate,
fudge, honey, nougat, coffee, sweet
wines and liqueurs; and includes a twocourse lunch at Flutes Restaurant.
harvesttours.com.au
Helispirit (Esperance, Golden Outback)
From November 2020, leading WA
aviation operator HeliSpirit began
operating scenic helicopter flights in
Esperance. The flights showcase the
region’s spectacular coastline, taking
visitors over Cape Le Grand National
Park, and the iconic Lake Hillier (pink
lake) at Middle Island. Guests are also
able to land at Middle Island for a
guided walk around the lake. Other tour
options include helicopter transfers to
Woody Island for guided or self-guided
tours. The tours are seasonal and
typically operate from October to April.
helispirit.com.au

Hidden de Tours (South West)
Hidden deTours has launched a new
three-day gin tour of the Margaret River
region. The boutique tour operator
has teamed up with six South West
distilleries in Collie, Margaret River,
Wilyabrup, Eagle Bay and Bunbury to
offer guided gin tastings and behindthe-scenes experiences over three days.
Combining vodka, rum, wine and mead
tastings, the tour also includes distillery
lunches and visits to honey, olive oil,
cheese and chocolate producers.
The experience includes two nights’
accommodation at Stay Margaret River,
and tours will take place once a month.
hiddendetours.com.au
In WA Adventures
(Kimberley, North West)
In WA Adventures is a new tour
company offering small group, fourwheel-drive Kimberley adventures
departing from Broome. Tours include
highlights such as the Bungle Bungle
Range in Purnululu National Park,
Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm, the Horizontal
Falls and Yeeda Cattle Station. A
selection of five tours are currently
offered, for up to eight guests, ranging
from two to nine days. All tours are fully
inclusive with comfortable en-suite
accommodation, all meals, national
park fees and guided tours. The tours
complement In WA Adventures’ sister
company, InStyle Adventures - who offer
private guided, luxury 4WD touring - by
offering a more affordable option.
inwaadventures.com.au
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Photo by Helispirit

Kalbarri Skywalk (Kalbarri, Coral Coast)
The Coral Coast town of Kalbarri
welcomed the opening of the muchanticipated Kalbarri Skywalk in June
2020. Offering visitors breathtaking
and uninterrupted views over Kalbarri
National Park, the 100 metre high
Skywalk features two cantilevered
viewing platforms that extend 25 and 17
metres beyond the rim of the Murchison
River Gorge. Located at West Loop –
only 1.5 kilometres from the popular
Nature’s Window – the development
also includes toilets, shade shelters,
paths, wheelchair accessible viewing
structures, visitor information, parking
and an environmentally friendly kiosk.
The facility showcases the culture
and stories of the Nanda Traditional
Owners through interpretive and
artistic elements. Visitors are greeted
with an entry sign stating kaju yatka,
the Nanda words for ‘sky’ and ‘to walk.’
Inspired by the region’s heritage and
beauty, several local Aboriginal artists
have created interpretive artwork
as an important part of the Skywalk
experience.
dpaw.wa.gov.au

Kalbarri Skywalk,
Kalbarri National Park
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Kimberley Air Tours
(Kimberley, North West)
Kimberley Air Tours has launched a
series of small group air safaris for the
2021 season, showcasing the iconic
destinations of the Kimberley region.
Spanning four to eight days, and with
a maximum of 12 passengers, the
tours offer an unforgettable way to
experience one of the world’s last true
wilderness areas. The air safaris will
start and finish in Broome, flying over
iconic Kimberley landmarks such as the
Horizontal Falls and Mitchell Falls, and
landing in Kununurra to experience a
range of air, ground and water tours
- such as a guided walk of the Bungle
Bungle Range in World Heritage-listed
Purnululu National Park, Ord River and
Lake Argyle cruises, and El Questro
day tours. Packages include activities,
accommodation, daily breakfasts and
other select meals.
https://www.kimberleyairtours.com.au/
Kingfisher Tours (Kimberley, North West)
Kimberley-based adventure tourism
operator Kingfisher Tours have released
a new tour for the 2021 season. Guests
will be able to sail the northern
Kimberley coast on-board the Tropic
Rover which is a lovingly restored 60foot ketch yacht. The new Tropic Rover
tour offerings include a sunset sail
and day tours exploring the remote
north east Kimberley coast with local
Aboriginal guides, overnight tours at
a secluded private bay, and private
charters.
kingfishertours.com.au

Kimberley Naturally
(Kimberley, North West)
Experience the unique birds of the
Kimberley, thanks to a new tour offering
from Kimberley Naturally. Breakfast
with the Birds is an easy-paced, smallgroup nature experience led by bird
enthusiasts, and provides a close up
view of some of the Kimberley’s rare
and diverse bird species. Guests are
provided with binoculars and spotting
scopes to ensure great sightings, and
get to enjoy a savannah breakfast of
fresh produce grown locally in the Ord
River region. The tours departs from
Kununurra, and take guests through the
savannah grasslands to spot finches,
then onto the Parry Lagoons Nature
Reserve to view the waterbirds at
Marlgu Billabong bird hide.
kimberleynaturally.com
Kings Square Fremantle
(Fremantle, Perth)
The $250 million redevelopment of
Fremantle’s Kings Square, due for
completion in 2021, will see the heart
of Perth’s port city transformed into a
vibrant cultural and commercial hub.
The project will see new retail and
dining experiences, five-star green star
commercial spaces, and a revamped
city square with a range of public
facilities. The buildings and public
spaces are intended to fit the unique
character and history of Kings Square,
enhancing the heritage values of
the nearby Fremantle Town Hall and
church.

Lake Kepwari (Collie, South West)
The outdoor adventure playground
of Collie, has welcomed the opening
of a new water-based tourism hub at
Lake Kepwari, located 10 kilometres
south-east of the town. Featuring areas
for boating, waterskiing, swimming,
camping and picnicking – the new
development at the lake has seen the
construction of a dual lane boat ramp,
designated parking for boat trailers
and sealed accessible pathways.
parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/lakekepwari
Lobster Shack (Cervantes, Coral Coast)
The Lobster Shack has recently added
two new tour products to its current
offering. Visitors can now jump aboard
a 60 foot boat Seal of Approval to see
the resident sea lions at the islands
around Cervantes on its new Australian
sea lion tour. Lobster pot pulling tours
are also now on offer, where guests
can experience exactly how lobsters
are caught, and take a lobster home
from the day’s catch. These new tours
complement the Lobster Shack’s
existing experiences, which includes its
restaurant that serves up fresh lobster
meals, tours of its factory and fishing
charters.
lobstershack.com.au

kingssquarefremantle.com
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Lumineer Adventure Tours (Perth)
Family run and owned adventure
touring company Lumineer Adventure
Tours released a new Toodyay
Wildflower Sunset Dinner and
Stargazing Tour in 2020. On the 6.5hour small group tour, guests will visit
the historic town site, sample wine at
one of WA’s oldest wineries, discover
wildflowers and native plants and
bushfoods, visit a camel dairy then
settle down for a barbecue dinner in
a paddock as the sun sets. Thanks to
a mobile observatory, guests will also
be amazed by the starry night sky,
while listening to stories created by the
world’s first astronomers, Australian
Aboriginals.
lumineertours.com.au
Luxury Outback Tours (Golden Outback)
Luxury Outback Tours has recently
launched a number of new tour
offerings in WA’s Golden Outback
region, adding to its suite of existing
luxury tours across the State. The fourday Kalgoorlie Golden Trail Tour takes in
sites along the Golden Pipeline including
Mundaring Weir, Wave Rock, Lake
Ballard, historic Kalgoorlie-Boulder, ghost
town Gwalia, Leonora, the Kookynie Pub,
and the PUBLIC Art Silos.

The Four-day Silo Art Trail Tour includes
luxury accommodation at Northam’s
Farmers Home Hotel and Katanning’s
Premier Mill Hotel, and takes in the
Pingrup, Newdegate, Merredin and
Northam PUBLIC Silos, the towns of
York and Beverley, the Corrigin Dog
Cemetery, the Bilya Koort Boodja Centre
in Northam, and Coorinja Winery in
Toodyay.
luxuryoutbacktours.com.au
Mandurah Cruises (Mandurah, Perth)
Mandurah Cruises’ released a new tour
product in December 2020 - Mandurah
Waterbikes - offering guests a safe
and fun way to explore Mandurah’s
iconic canals and waterways, and spot
the resident bottlenose dolphins and
variety of bird life. The waterbikes are
available to hire for 30 minutes or one
hour, and guided tours are also on offer
to lead guests through the highlights
of Mandurah’s waterways with an
experienced wildlife and dolphin
spotter. The waterbikes complement
Mandurah Cruises’ other recent new
tour offering – the Mandurah Eco BBQ
Boats. These electric ‘donut’ boats can
be hired for two-hours, and include
an on-board barbecue – offering the
perfect way to enjoy a sociable floating
lunch on the water.
mandurahcruises.com.au

The Pinnacles, Nambung National Park
Photo by Lumineer Adventure Tours

Mandurah Cruises
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Marmion Angling and Aquatic Club Dive
and Snorkel Trail (Perth)
Marmion Marine Park, located offshore
in Perth’s northern coastal suburbs, has
a new underwater experience – the
Marmion Angling and Aquatic Club
Dive and Snorkel Trail. The 400-metre
trail takes scuba divers and snorkelers
on an interactive journey through the
clear waters of the marine park, which
are inhabited by a colourful array of
corals, fish and marine species. Suitable
for all levels, the trail varies in depth
between two to six metres, with 20
underwater plinths installed to guide
divers, all printed with fun activities,
facts and directions.
parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/marmion
Margaret River Mountain Bike Tours
(Margaret River, South West)
Margaret River Mountain Bike Tours
has partnered with one of the region’s
top wineries – Leeuwin Estate – to offer
the Ultimate Ride to Wine and Dine
tour. Guests can choose from either
Giant dual suspension mountain bikes,
or Giant electric bikes, to ride along
scenic rural trails through forest and
farmland suitable for all riding abilities,
discovering the local history, flora and
fauna. After a two-hour ride, guests
then arrive at Leeuwin Estate for a
personal tour of the winery, followed by
wine tasting with paired canapés, and
a two-course lunch with a glass of wine.
margaretrivermountainbiketours.com.au

Margaret River Mountain Bike Tours

Matagrup Bridge Zip+Climb (Perth)
Perth’s Matagarup Bridge – connecting
East Perth to the Optus Stadium
precinct - is the centrepiece for an
iconic new adventure tourism attraction
- the Matagarup Bridge Zip+Climb,
which opened in January 2021. Guests
can climb the 314 steps to reach
the bridge’s 72-metre-high Sky View
platform – offering stunning 360-degree
views over the city, Swan River and
Optus Stadium. Then from mid-2021,
adventure seekers will be able to zipline from the launch platform of the
bridge, 400 metres across the Swan
River to a landing platform in Burswood
Park. Completed in 2018, the Matagarup
Bridge provides pedestrian access over
the Swan River, from East Perth to the
Optus Stadium precinct.
zipclimb.com.au
Murujuga National Park
(Pilbara, North West)
Visitors to Murujuga National Park in
the Pilbara now have improved access
to viewing culturally significant rock art
with a new walking trail and signage.
The 700-metre Ngajarli Trail helps
showcase the national park’s array of
rock art – with some estimated to be
more than 45,000 years old. Interpretive
signage has also been added to
educate visitors on the cultural
importance of the area to traditional
owners. The modern infrastructure, the
first recreational development in the
national park, will allow greater access
for a wider range of people through
tours run by the Murujuga Aboriginal
Corporation (MAC), and other
traditional owner tour businesses.
parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au
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Nauti Picnics (Perth)

Nyungar Tours (Perth)

Nauti Picnics is a water-based electric
boat hire business located on Perth’s
iconic Swan River. Nauti lets passengers
be their own captain (no boating
experience needed), allowing groups
to explore Perth’s wildlife, foreshore
restaurants and sights along the Swan
River in the company of friends and
family. The vessel is also available
for engagements, catch-ups, family
outings, birthday parties and just a day
out on the Swan River exploring.

Aboriginal-owned and operated
tourism company Nyungar Tours has
recently commenced a new tour at
Perth’s iconic Kings Park and Botanic
Garden (Kaarta Koomba). The Kings
Park Yorgas Walk allows guests to
walk alongside Kerry-Ann Winmar,
a Whadjuk woman and Traditional
Owner from the Perth region – as she
shares her stories, ancient customs and
traditions, and knowledge about bush
foods and medicines.

nautipicnics.com.au

nyungartours.com.au

Ningaloo Centre (Exmouth, Coral Coast)

Perth Waterbike Adventures & Perth
Waterbike Co (Perth)

Visitors to Exmouth can now discover
the region’s native reptiles at the
Ningaloo Centre. The new exhibit
provides visitors with an up-close
experience of the region’s unique and
varied reptile species, all of which are
found within Cape Range National Park
and nearby Pilbara region. On display
are several species of pythons and
monitor lizards; Centralian Blue-Tongue
skinks and Northern Spiny Tailed
Geckos. This exhibition complements
the Ningaloo Centre’s existing 55,000
litre aquarium, which is one of
Australia’s largest live coral exhibits,
and home to more than 50 different
species of animals native to the World
Heritage-listed Ningaloo Reef.

Visitors can experience Perth’s iconic
Swan River from a fun and unique
perspective, thanks to the introduction
of two new waterbiking tours. Perth
Waterbike Adventures and Perth
Waterbike Co allow guests to pedal
and glide across the Swan River. The
activity is suitable for all ages and
fitness levels – due to the waterbike’s
safe and sturdy design. Both companies
operate tours daily, with a range of
different experiences available. Perth
Waterbike Adventures depart from
Matilda Bay, and Perth Waterbike Co
depart from South Perth.
perthwaterbikeadventures.com;
perthwaterbikeco.com.au

ningaloocentre.com.au
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Perth Waterbike Adventures
& Perth Waterbike Co

Passel Estate
(Margaret River, South West)

RedSands Campers
(Kimberley, North West)

Family-owned winery Passel Estate,
located in the Margaret River region,
has launched a series of intimate and
immersive wine experiences. With
nature conservation at its heart, the
estate’s new offerings allow visitors
to reconnect with nature, people and
place. This includes a Wine and Food
Pairing – a Sensory Journey, where
award-winning wines are paired with
artisanal chocolate bonbons; Wine
Sunsets at Passel Estate, combining fine
wine, hand-crafted chocolate, cheese
and wildlife conservation; The Ultimate
Experience for Wine and Nature Lovers,
an education on local flora and fauna
along with a guided wine tasting,
set in the property’s vineyards; and
Provenance Unearthed – A Guided
Tasting, an engaging wine experience
showcasing the region’s stylistic
differences.

In April 2021, RedSands Campers
opened its fifth WA depot location in
the town of Kununurra, the eastern
gateway to the Kimberley. As the first
four-wheel-drive camper hire company
in the region, it allows travellers to do
one-way road trips along the iconic
Gibb River Road, and spend more time
exploring Kununurra and surrounds including Purnululu National Park and
the Bungle Bungle Range, Lake Argyle
and the Ord River. RedSands Campers
offer both its four-wheel-drive campers
and premium Landcruiser Prado 4WDs
for hire, with no one-way fees as part of
the conditions.

passelestate.com
Power Up Electricity Museum
(Manjimup, South West)
The town of Manjimup has recently
welcomed the opening of the new
Power Up Electricity Museum. Delivering
an immersive learning experience the
whole family can enjoy, guests will
discover the evolution of electricity
in WA, from the first lightbulb to the
future of solar energy, with stimulating
displays and people-powered activities
designed to spark curiosities. The new
museum is located within the Manjimup
Heritage Park precinct, sharing the
same building as the Visitor Centre and
Park Café.

redsandscampers.com
Rottnest Fast Ferries (Perth)
Rottnest Fast Ferries has acquired a
new vessel, adding a significant boost
in ferry capacity to Perth’s Rottnest
Island. Commencing services in
December 2020, the new high speed
catamaran – Harbour Master – is the
newest and most spacious ferry to
service the island. Catering for up to 420
passengers, it’s the largest of Rottnest
Fast Ferries’ existing fleet. Operating
from Hillarys Boat Harbour, Harbour
Master services all suburbs north of
Perth and tourists staying in Perth city.
rottnestfastferries.com.au

manjimupheritagepark.com.au
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Salt and Bush Eco Tours
(Mandurah, Perth)
Salt and Bush Eco Tours is a new
Mandurah-based ecotourism business
showcasing the region’s natural
wonders – including Yalgorup National
Park. Run by local professional
naturalist guides Jamie and Sebastian
Van Jones, the small group naturebased tours includes guided kayak and
sailing kayak tours of the Peel-Harvey
Estuary, and guided nature walks
showcasing the local wildflowers, birds
and geology of the biodiversity hotspot.

The Bell Tower (Perth)
Perth’s iconic Bell Tower has launched
a new tour showcasing its ANZAC
Centenary bell. This premium, small
group ANZAC Bell Tour grants visitors
behind-the-scenes access to the city’s
most recognisable monument. Starting
in the ringing chamber, chime the
original bells from the St. Martin-inthe-Fields Church in London and learn
the history of the 6.5-tonne ANZAC Bell
before heading upstairs to witness it
ring at midday.
thebelltower.com.au

saltandbush.com.au
The Hike Collective (Perth)
SeaLink Rottnest Island (Perth)
SeaLink WA has expanded its services
by introducing another boat to take
visitors to Perth’s Rottnest Island.
The additional vessel offers daily
departures from Barrack Street Jetty at
Elizabeth Quay. Named Quokka II, the
31.7 metre vessel has capacity for up to
300 people, and features open-air and
all-weather lounges.
sealinkrottnest.com.au

The Hike Collective

The Hike Collective offers local tours
and experiences on Perth’s best hiking
trails. The ecotourism operation takes
its guests to all corners of the city,
including the Perth Hills, covering the
region’s national parks, wildlife, and
metropolitan beaches. Tours start
from three kilometre lake trails to 19
kilometre Bibbulmun Track adventures,
with all the hikes located no further
than a one hour drive of Perth’s CBD.
The company’s mission is to provide
an environment to nurture mental
health through hiking experiences, by
mobilising the power of movement,
connection and nature – with a focus
on providing a sustainable hiking
experience.
thehikecollective.com.au
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The Mobile Observatory (Coral Coast)

TraaVerse (Collie, South West)

The Mobile Observatory offers winter
star-gazing experiences in the Coral
Coast region – including Exmouth,
Yardie Homestead and at Bullara
Station. An astronomy experience like
no other – guests can enjoy stunning
views of our universe through a massive
2.3 metre tall, mobile telescope. Tours
include regular Astronomy Experiences,
exclusive Dusk to Dawn Astronomy AllNighters (on selected weekends near
the new moon), self-guided stargazing
glamping packages and astroglamping getaways.

Traaverse began operating tours in
the Collie River Valley region in WA’s
South West in 2020, offering visitors the
opportunity to experience the tracks,
trails and waterways in the region. The
company offers stand up paddle board
and kayak hire, bike transfers to the
Munda Biddi and Bibbulmun tracks for
mountain bikers and hikers, as well as
custom tour packages.

themobileobservatory.com

Ultimate Watersports opened for
business on the South Perth foreshore
in January 2021, offering jet-ski hire and
guided tours, as well as tubing and
wakeboarding – which will be available
seasonally from November 1 to April 30.
Ultimate Watersports began operating
Geraldton – offering a variety of
different watersports including flyboard
x, jetpacks, wakeboarding, water skiing,
SUP boarding and kayaking; and also
operate seasonally in Exmouth and
Broome.

Tjukurba Art Gallery (Wiluna, Golden
Outback)
The Golden Outback town of Wiluna
has recently welcomed the opening
of Tjukurba Art Gallery. Translated to
mean ‘dreaming’ in the local Martu
language, the Aboriginal art gallery
provides artists with a space to
embrace creativity. Co-located with the
Canning-Gunbarrel Discovery Centre,
it offers a rich authentic experience
where visitors have the opportunity to
meet and chat with the Martu artists,
who paint on location in the gallery,
and still live a semi-traditional lifestyle.

traaverse.com.au
Ultimate Watersports (Perth)

https://ultimatewatersports.com.au/

tjukurbagallery.com.au

Ultimate Watersports
The Mobile Observatory
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Warrang-Bridil (Perth)

WA Museum Boola Bardip (Perth)

Warrang-Bridil is a new Perth-based
Aboriginal cultural tour that hopes to
‘close the gap’ on the knowledge and
understanding of Nyoongar people’s
heritage. On the one hour walking tours,
guests will walk with a Nyyongar guide
along the shores of the Derbal Yerrigan
(Swan River), Matagarup Bridge and
Optus Stadium. On the 60-minute tour
guests will discover the Nyoongar
cultural influence in the development
of the Optus Stadium precinct
and Matagarup Bridge, as well as
participate in a traditional Nyoongar
ceremony and view cultural tools and
artefacts.

The WA Museum Boola Bardip officially
opened to the public in November
2020. The $400 million project, located
in the heart of Perth’s Cultural Centre,
is a landmark building showcasing
WA’s extraordinary people, places,
culture and stories in one world-class
facility. The dramatic design of the
building brings together a stunning
mix of heritage and contemporary
architecture, and takes inspiration
from the State’s iconic land formations,
such as Nature’s Window in Kalbarri,
objects from the State Museum
collection, and key moments in WA
history. The exhibitions are presented
with exceptional visitor experiences,
innovative technology and dynamic
display methods and include a strong
focus on Aboriginal and multicultural
stories. The Museum includes 6,000
square metres of new gallery spaces,
including a 1,000 square metre space
to stage largescale, special exhibitions.
Visitors will also experience learning
studios to engage in the behind-thescenes work of the Museum, programs,
activities and events for people of all
ages, and a range of food, beverage
and retail spaces for all tastes. To top
off the state-of-the-art build, the iconic
24-metre blue whale skeleton has
returned in a spectacular new display.

warrang-bridil.com.au
Ways to Nature (Mandurah, Perth)
Ways to Nature is a new walking
tour in Mandurah, which explores the
extraordinary wetlands and wildlife
of the Peel-Harvey estuary. Operated
by zoologist Sarah Wray, guests enjoy
a guided nature walk around the
reserves of Mandurah’s internationally
significant Peel-Yalgorup wetlands,
where Sarah shares her passion for
WA’s wildlife and biodiversity. A range
of walking tours are available to suit all
abilities, providing unique experiences
with nature and wildlife.
waystonature.com.au

museum.wa.gov.au/newmuseum

WA Museum Boola Bardip, Perth
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Wellington Dam Mega-Mural
(Collie, South West)
The world’s biggest dam mural has
officially opened in the South West
town of Collie in March 2021. The 8,000
square metre Wellington Dam megamural was painted by internationallyrenowned Australian artist Guido van
Helten, and is inspired by local stories
and photographs which reflect the
community. The mural – Reflections –
is spread across the Wellington Dam
wall within the Wellington National
Park, just west of the Collie town centre,
and represents how the waterways
are culturally significant to both locals
and visitors. The Wellington Dam mural
forms the centrepiece of the new Collie
Mural Trail, an expansive outdoor art
gallery connecting the dam with Collie’s
town centre. The trail showcases the
talents of over 30 Australian artists,
including many Collie locals, with 40
murals currently included in the trail.

Xplore Eyre (South West)
Discover Western Australia’s South
West region in style with three new
luxury tours by Australian Wildlife
Adventures’ Xplore Eyre. Departing
weekly from Perth and Busselton, the
tours include a six-day Margaret River
& Esperance Food & Wine Discovery;
four-day Margaret River & Great
Southern Private Luxury Tour; and threeday Margaret River Luxury Escape.
With a focus on gastronomy, these
tours highlight the ultimate gourmet
experiences at the most celebrated
restaurants and vineyards in the region.
Passengers will meet the producers
and chefs behind the incredible dishes
and wines they taste, and stay in highly
awarded hotels and retreats.
xploreeyre.com.au

Wellington Dam Mega-Mural , Collie

colliemuraltrail.com
William Bay National Park
(Denmark, South West)
William Bay National Park – located in
the South West town of Denmark, and
home to Greens Pool and Elephant
Rocks – reopened to the public in
November 2020 after receiving
upgrades to the park’s infrastructure.
Sealed roads, additional car parking
bays, new toilet blocks, picnic tables,
bicycle racks and signage are set to
improve the visitor experience.
parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/
william-bay

MEDIA KIT 2021 183

Republic of Fremantle

184

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

FOOD AND WINE
Aquarium of Western Australia (Perth)

Boston Brewery (Victoria Park, Perth)

Dine Beneath the Sea is a new
experience at the Aquarium of Western
Australia (AQWA). Visitors will get to
enjoy exclusive access to the aquarium
at night before descending into an
underwater tunnel for a truly unique
dining experience as several species of
sharks, rays and turtles swim overhead.

First established in 2011 in the South
West town of Denmark, Boston Brewing
Co. has recently opened a second venue
in Perth’s city-fringing hub of Victoria
Park. The Boston Brewery has 24 taps
downstairs and eight on the mezzanine
level, serving up the brewery’s full range
of beers and special releases. Wines
are from South West winery Willoughby
Park, and the shared-style food menu
features the region’s produce and
products, with a focus on pairing dishes
to beer.

aqwa.com.au
Bailey Brewing Co (Swan Valley, Perth)
Bailey Brewing Co opened in the Swan
Valley in November 2020. Set on a 10acre property, the new brewery features
a large tavern and kitchen serving
classic pub meals made from local
quality ingredients. The family friendly
venue also features an 850 square
metre playground, private function
spaces, large sports screen and a coffee
roaster – and will brew simple, classic
beers such as Pale Ale, Lager, IPA, NEIPA,
plus a cider.
baileybrewingco.com.au

Aquarium of Western Australia, Perth

bostonbrewing.com.au/vic-park
Calamity’s Rod (Fremantle, Perth)
Calamity’s Rod is a new shipping
container bar and brewery located in
the heart of Fremantle, right next to
the Hougoumont Hotel, which opened
in December 2020. The industrial-style
venue, with an outdoor courtyard
setting, offers a range of craft beers
on tap, all brewed on-site, along with
wines and spirits. The food menu
includes a selection of bar snacks, such
as Japanese barbecue-style skewers provided by Fremantle restaurant Emily
Taylor.
hougoumonthotel.com/page.Calamitys_
Rod.html
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City Beer Hall (Perth)

Coogee Common (Fremantle, Perth)

Located in an iconic art deco building
on Milligan Street in the west end of
Perth’s CBD, City Beer Hall brings back
the old-style beer hall. The venue’s 16
beer taps serve up local craft beers
and international brews, alongside a
carefully curated wine menu and bar
snacks.

The old Coogee Hotel – a historic
pub overlooking Coogee Beach just
south of Fremantle – has been given a
new lease of life, re-opening in March
2020 as Coogee Common. The former
abandoned site has been transformed
into a restaurant, lounge bar and
gardens; with the team spending
two years rehabilitating the land
and cultivating a market garden to
supply fresh seasonal produce, which
is harvested daily and used in the
restaurant. The seasonal and chef’s
tasting menus are built around what’s
harvested on the property; with any
produce that’s not available from the
gardens all sourced locally. The historic
buildings comprise of a public bar,
private dining rooms, larger spaces for
up to 120 guests, plus a cooking school.

citybeerhall.com.au
Cooee (Perth)
Sitting on the banks of the Swan River,
in the historic Old Swan Brewery site
near Kings Park, Cooee is a landmark
new WA restaurant, which opened in
November 2020. Led by Michelin-star
veteran chef Alan Wise, the menu
celebrates WA’s rich abundance of local
produce. Offering stunning views over
the Swan River, the 125-seat restaurant
boasts indoor and outdoor dining, and
a kiosk window for passing coffee trade
on the busy riverside cycle and footpath
that passes the venue.
cooeeperth.com

Darling Darling, Fremantle
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coogeecommon.com.au
Darling Darling (Fremantle, Perth)
Darling Darling is a new nautical
themed venue located in Fremantle’s
West End designed by Perth-born
bar designer Ashley Sutton, who is
renowned for his breathtaking and
extravagant designs. With over 40
venues across Asia, Darling Darling is
Sutton’s first Australian venue. Located
in a heritage-listed building, the
design takes inspiration from an 1800’s
seafarer’s bar - for sailors who would
spend years travelling from overseas
to Fremantle. Serving up a selection
of beer, gin, rum, Negronis and Old
Fashioneds, patrons will feel like they’ve
stepped below deck in an old ship.
facebook.com/darlingfreo

Dilly Dally (Subiaco, Perth)
Rokeby Road in the inner-city suburb
of Subiaco has welcomed Dilly Dally,
a neighbourhood restaurant offering
accessible Italian food. Seating up to
200 patrons on the ground level, the
menu features pizza, flatbreads and
small plates, alongside a strong winelist with organic and lo-fi wines, and has
been established by Patrick Ryan and
Jeremy Prus, part of the team behind
Perth city’s Lalla Rookh.
dillydally.com.au
Drasko’s Hot Chicken
(Mount Hawthorn, Perth)
Drasko’s Hot Chicken is a Nashvilleinspired hot chicken restaurant, which
opened in the inner city suburb of
Mount Hawthorn in January 2021. With
the cult American favourite the star
of the menu, there are five different
heat levels are on offer, ranging from
Southern (no heat) to Blame Drasko
(extra hot), plus an ‘off-menu’ triple hot
chicken that uses one of the hottest
chillies in the world. Other star dishes
include house-fermented pickles and
sauces, and organic hand-cut fries.
draskoshotchicken.com.au

The 450-person venue – named after
a ship that sailed from England to
Fremantle carrying spices and tea –
has an Asian-inspired menu featuring
dumplings, buns and bites, shore plates
and the signature roast duck. The drinks
list includes pet nats, skin contact
wines, natural roses and chilled reds,
alongside cocktails, beer on tap and
non-alcoholic iced teas.
emilytaylorbar.com.au
EPOCH (Perth)
Located at the new WA Museum Boola
Bardip, EPOCH café, which opened in
November 2020, celebrates WA local
produce with a rotating seasonal,
all-day menu and a fully licensed
beverage list highlighting WA wines
and brews. The neutral toned space,
which offers alfresco dining surrounding
the museum’s old and new architecture,
also offers ‘Grab and Go’ options
available for passers-by. EPOCH has
also partnered with the iconic Mary
Street Bakery to provide pastries and
breads. Located just off Beaufort Street,
the café is open from 7am daily, with
gluten free, vegetarian, vegan, halal
and other dietary options available,
along with a kids menu.
https://epochperth.com.au

Emily Taylor (Fremantle, Perth)
Emily Taylor is the signature bar
and restaurant for Fremantle’s latest
boutique accommodation offering, the
heritage-listed Warders Hotel.

Drasko’s Hot
Chicken, Perth
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Fleur (Perth)

Esperance Distillery Co.
(Esperance, Golden Outback)
The coastal town of Esperance in
WA’s Golden Outback is now home to
Australia’s smallest distillery, thanks
to the launch of Esperance Distillery
Co, which opened in December 2020.
Owned and operated by a father
and son team with a mutual love
of high quality spirits, surfing and
environmental conservation, their
tiny 30-litre still produces a spirit that
is truly handcrafted, and unique to
Esperance. Distilled using local native
botanicals, the first release Cut & Run
Gin has been designed to showcase
the internationally significant floral
diversity of the region.

theroyalhotelperth.com.au/fleur
Foxtrot Unicorn (Perth)

esperancedistilleryco.com
Finlay’s Kalbarri (Kalbarri, Coral Coast)
The Coral Coast town of Kalbarri
has recently welcomed its first
microbrewery at Finlay’s Kalbarri.
Located onsite, the new addition to the
popular venue features five of Finlay’s
own beers on tap; a pale ale, IPA, lager,
wheat beer and an easy-to-drink stout.
Open for lunch and dinner daily, the
restaurant is known for its fresh, local
seafood and live music.
finlayskalbarri.com.au

Following the opening of Perth’s historic
The Royal Hotel, the venue’s restaurant
– Fleur – opened its doors in January
2020. The menu is inspired by Japanese
cuisine and heroes West Australian
seafood and produce – with dishes
featuring Abrolhos Island octopus and
scallops, Donnybrook marron, Wagin
quail and Margaret River Wagyu
beef. The wine list is predominantly
Australian, with European and New
Zealand influences, and sits alongside
a small selection of sake from some of
Japan’s favourite distillers.

Foxtrot Unicorn is award-wining
bartender Dimitri Rtshiladze’s first
foray into bar ownership. Located
in a basement in Perth’s CBD, the
100-person bar is built almost entirely
of repurposed materials, and features
vintage WA hospitality history, with
furniture and décor sourced from old
Perth venues. The drinks list features
fine spirits, classic and modern
cocktails, and an eclectic wine list; and
the bar snacks menu includes cheese,
charcuterie, and a rotating list of
toasties.
foxtrotunicorn.com

Esperance Distillery Co.
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Funk Cider 2.0 (Swan Valley, Perth)
The award-winning cidery, Funk Cider,
opened its doors to a new Swan Valley
venue in January 2021. Located at the
former home of Swanbrook Winery,
Funk Cider 2.0 offers a much larger
space to drink and dine in the totally
transformed venue. The multi-million
dollar makeover includes upgrades to
the restaurant, kitchen, alfresco areas,
and retail space, as well as expanding
the production facilities. The new food
menu features tapas, solo and share
options; and the 18 taps will pour all of
the Funk favourites, including six ciders,
six beers and six hybrid ‘Funk Project’
creations.
funkcider.com.au
Har Bar (Dunsborough, South West)
Har Bar is a fun, vintage nautical
themed bar that has recently opened in
the coastal town of Dunsborough in the
Margaret River region, serving up local
wine and beer, impressive cocktails and
a selection of rum.
instagram.com/har_bar_dunsborough/
Hearth (Perth)
Hearth is the signature restaurant for
Perth’s newest luxury hotel, The RitzCarlton at Elizabeth Quay – which
opened in November 2019. As the name
of the restaurant suggests, it embraces
the traditional skill of cooking over fire
to deliver a seasonal menu, showcasing
produce from WA’s premier farmers,
fishermen and artisans, complemented
with an exclusive local wine list.
hearthrestaurant.com.au

Jaspers Whisky Bar
(Pemberton, South West)
Jaspers Whisky Bar in the Southern
Forests town of Pemberton offers a
specially curated selection of whisky,
from classics, award-winners and rare
finds, to cellar-door exclusives and
New World creations. The restaurant
menu features the fresh seasonal
produce available in the region –
including truffles, marron, rainbow trout,
avocados, figs, olives, berries, hazelnuts
and honey, paired with a selection of
local wines.
jasperspemberton.com
Johnny Fox’s (Northbridge, Perth)
Taking over and revamping the iconic
Rosie O’Grady’s venue in the cultural
hub of Northbridge is Johnny Fox’s. The
new bar pays homage to traditional
Irish pubs – with its dark, wooden
interiors and classic menu. Food options
at Johnny Fox’s include traditional
favourites like bangers and mash,
chicken parmigiana, sticky date pudding
and a classic Sunday roast. Guinness and
Kilkenny are available on tap, and the
cocktail list serves up classics with a twist
such as the Irish Coffee and The Misty
Marmalade.
lavishhabits.com.au/venues/johnny-foxs/

Hearth, The Ritz-Carlton Perth

MEDIA KIT 2021 189

Le Rebelle (Mount Lawley, Perth)

Pirate Life Perth (Perth)

The inner city suburb of Mount Lawley
has welcomed the opening of bar and
restaurant Le Rebelle along the popular
Beaufort Street. Taking inspiration from
classic French bistros, the restaurant’s
menu focuses on European classics
such as duck liver parfait, truffle butter,
roasted chicken and frites, and is
complemented by a specially curated
with list.

Due to open in 2021, Pirate Life Perth
will be a 1,000 person brew-pub,
and the first WA venue for the South
Australian brewery. Located on Murray
Street in Perth’s CBD, the multi-storey
space will house three bars and two
kitchens catering to casual bar bites
and restaurant meals, in addition to
brewing almost all of Pirate Life’s main
beers on-site.

lerebelle.com.au

piratelife.com.au/perth

Lions and Tigers (Fremantle, Perth)

Majuba Bistro (Albany, South West)

The owners of popular Duck Duck Bruce
café have recently opened a second
restaurant in Fremantle – Lions and
Tigers. Located in the former Stable
Hands building, head chef Alia Glorie
sources local produce to serve up an
Anglo-Indian inspired menu.

The coastal city of Albany has
welcomed a new culinary offering,
Majuba Bistro. Located centrally on
York Street, Majuba Bistro’s menu is
influenced by French and Spanish
bistro-style cooking, and serves hearty
dishes heralding produce from Albany
and its surrounding regions.

lionsandtigers.com.au

facebook.com/Majuba-Bistro
Lady Lola Bar
(Dunsborough, South West)
Located in the coastal town of
Dunsborough in the Margaret River
region, Lady Lola Bar features clean
and modern interiors, and is part-deli,
part-bar, part-bistro. Guests can indulge
in a glass of negroni or bubbles and
share plates.
instagram.com/ladylolabar

Meelup Farmhouse
(Dunsborough, South West)
Meelup Farmhouse is new coastal
farmhouse dining experience that
opened in the Margaret River region
in January 2020. Nestled in a private
pocket of Eagle Bay, it offers a fresh
take on traditional dining in a relaxed
setting complemented by the charms
of a hobby farm. Offering breakfast,
lunch and dinners, the menu focuses
on grazing and sharing options; with
seasonal picnic hampers available
to purchase and enjoy on the lawn
amongst the olive trees.
meelupfarmhouse.com.au
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Moontide Distillery
(Broome, North West)
Moontide Distillery is Broome’s first
boutique craft distillery. Using pure
monsoonal rainwater mixed with native
botanicals - including locally sourced
Gubinge (Kakadu Plum), Guwarl (white
berry bush), native myrtles, mango,
tamarind and exotic spices - the spirits
reflect the charm and bold character
of the Kimberley region. The range of
spirits include White Pearl Gin, Black
Pearl Aniseed Spirit and Roebuck Bay
Bitters, and are available to sample at
the cellar door.
moontidedistillery.com.au
Monty’s Leap
(Albany, South West)
Monty’s Leap winery in the Great
Southern region reopened with a new
cellar door and restaurant in December
2020. The winery, located just 20
minutes from the coastal city of Albany,
offers stunning views of the rolling
hills and Kalgan River, and produces
sauvignon blanc, chardonnay, cabernet
franc, merlot, shiraz and cabernet
sauvignon. The new restaurant menu
celebrates fresh local and seasonal
produce with a Southern French
influence.

Mother (Fremantle, Perth)
The Raw Kitchen – an institution
for plant-based food lovers for 10
years – has recently relaunched
as Mother. Located in a newly
refurbished warehouse in Fremantle,
the restaurant serves up plant-based
meals with a focus on nourishment
and sustainability. The new menu takes
inspiration from the Mediterranean, and
now offers natural wines and speciality
cocktails.
motherfremantle.com.au
Neon Palms (Northbridge, Perth)
Neon Palms opened its doors in
the cultural hub of Northbridge in
November 2020. The tropical themed
cocktail bar offers a selection of classic
and signature beverages, and Brazilian
chef Marcelo Kretzer brings a Latin
American influence to the menu, with
dishes such as braided pork cubanos
and empanadas. The venue includes a
mix of bar tables, private booths and
lounge seats, as well as a lush outdoor
courtyard.
neonpalms.com.au

Meelup Farmhouse, Margaret River Region

montysleap.com.au

Monty’s Leap,
Albany
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North Bird Wine Store and Bar
(Northbridge, Perth)
North Bird Wine Store and Bar, which
opened in Perth’s cultural hub of
Northbridge in February 2020, is a
casual small bar, bottle shop and
restaurant. Featuring wines by small
producers that have a story to tell,
they can be purchased by the bottle,
the glass or as a takeaway, and sit
alongside a rotating list of craft beers
and Australian spirits. The separate
dining room features a restaurant menu
influenced by the Mediterranean, with a
focus on local ingredients.
northbird.com.au
Origins Market (Busselton, South West)
Opening in 2021, Origins Market is
set to be a landmark destination for
both locals and visitors to Busselton
in WA’s South West. Offering a space
for growers, artists and creators
in the region to showcase their
produce and talent and engage with
visitors, the market will also include
a microbrewery, tastings, long-table
dining, demonstrations, edible gardens
and more.
originsmarket.com.au

Pooles Temple, Perth

192

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Pooles Temple (Perth)
Pooles Temple – located at Perth’s
iconic State Buildings – is a new late
night venue offering a curated food
and beverage menu, accompanied by
live jazz. The wine and champagne
list is by acclaimed State Buildings
Director of Wine, Emma Farrelly and is
complemented with a range of classic
cocktails, and a food menu featuring
small bites of French classics.
statebuildings.com/venues/
poolestemple
Rambla on Swan (South Perth)
Located on the banks of the Swan River
in South Perth, Rambla on Swan has
recently reopened after an extensive
renovation. With a focus on casual
dining, the newly renovated waterfront
deck bar, alfresco area and restaurant
offers stunning views of the river and
city skyline. The food and beverage
menu has also been revamped with an
expanded cocktail list, curated share
boards, locally sourced casual dining
dishes plus more substantial meals.
ramblaonswan.com.au
Running with Thieves (Fremantle, Perth)
The port city of Fremantle welcomed
the opening of a new brewery and
distillery in November 2020 – Running
with Thieves. Located in the historic
Sealanes warehouse, opposite
the beach in South Fremantle, the
1400-square-metre facility includes a
retail outlet, restaurant, and a 20-metre
long bar wrapping around three copper
pot stills and brew tanks.

The fully operational brewery and
distillery produces a range of craft
beers, in addition to premium spirits
and crafted cocktails; and the food
menu offers casual style meals with
bold flavours, inspired by favourite
cuisines from around the world.
runningwiththieves.com
Samuels on Mill (Perth)
The recently revitalised Parmelia Hilton
hotel in Perth’s CBD has also welcomed
a new signature restaurant and bar
experience. Samuels on Mill is a new
brasserie concept, led by Chef Chad
Miskiewicz. The menu features local
dishes designed for sharing that hero
WA’s finest seasonal produce and
native ingredients. The restaurant is
open for breakfast, lunch and dinner;
and the bar is open until late, serving
up a curated list of local wines and
Samuels’s signature cocktails.
samuelsonmill.com
Sandalford Wines (Swan Valley, Perth)
Sandalford Wines - one of the founding
wineries in Perth’s Swan Valley region
- opened a new bar and restaurant
in January 2021. Featuring an open
kitchen and a wood-fired Sicilian pizza
oven, the new Sandalford Bar and
Restaurant is open for lunch, Monday
to Sunday, and for drinks and dinner
on Friday to Sunday evenings. In
addition, a wide selection of wine from
Sandalford’s Swan Valley and Margaret
River portfolios will be available,
alongside a selection of cocktails,
spirits, beer and cider.
sandalford.com

Shelter Brewing Co
(Busselton, South West)
Shelter Brewing Co opened in October
2020 and is a new brewery overlooking
the iconic Busselton Jetty. The familyfriendly brewery features corrugated
cladding on the external walls and roof
which is designed to rust over time, a
floor to ceiling glass external wall to
showcase the main brewery, indoor
trees in the restaurant area, a first floor
multi-function room, outdoor area for
kids to play, and a beer garden offering
stunning ocean views of Geographe
Bay.
shelterbrewing.com.au
Skol (Scarborough, Perth)
The coastal suburb of Scarborough is
home to a new neighbourhood bar and
eatery which opened in October 2020.
Skol is located in an old heritage-style
house in the space behind Drift Kitchen,
and features an intimate bar and
outside open dining area. The drinks list
features natural wines and local beers,
while cocktails hero native ingredients,
with a slight Scandinavian influence;
and the tapas-style menu is Korean and
Japanese inspired, with a French-Italian
twist.
skolbar.com.au

Skol, Scarborough
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Songbird (Perth)

The Humble Onion (Perth)

Songbird is the rooftop bar and lounge
at Perth’s Ritz-Carlton hotel – offering
stunning views of Elizabeth Quay and
the Perth city skyline. A celebration of
WA’s local flora and fauna, the menu is
inspired by native botanicals, offering
informal grazing featuring barbecued
meats, fresh seafood and seasonal
produce. The menu is complemented
by a creative cocktail list, and the finest
local spirits, craft beer and wine.

Perth CBD welcomed the opening of
The Humble Onion café in January
2021. Located in the former Greenhouse
building – where the head chef and
owner Chris Howard spent time as an
apprentice - the café offers a dinein and takeaway brunch menu, with
flavour-packed dishes that showcase
fresh seasonal produce, some of which
is grown in the rooftop space above.
instagram.com/the.humble.onion/

songbirdbar.com.au
The Old Synagogue (Fremantle, Perth)
Stella Gelato (Swan Valley, Perth)
Stella Gelato is a new ice-creamery
located in the Swan Valley, serving up
fresh and exciting gelato flavours made
daily onsite using only local ingredients.
The sister business to Swan Valley
Honey, favourite flavours include crunchy
honeycomb and nougat. Vegan-friendly
gelato options are also on offer, along
with handmade honeycake, gelato cakes
and barista coffee.
stellagelato.com.au
Sunshine Harvester Works (Fremantle,
Perth)
Located in the east end of the port city
of Fremantle, Sunshine Harvester Works
is food hall with a difference. A perfect
place to meet with friends and family,
the venue offers a variety of local dining
options including Bumplings (by former
Masterchef Australia contestant Brendan
Pang), Ray’s Satay, Dingo Sauce, Fish Boss,
Stampede Gelato, Short Order Burger Co,
Freo Pizza Factory, Gratias Organic Vegan
Cafe, Pantry 92 and Union Brewery and
Distillery, Sunshine Harvester.
thesunshineharvesterworks.com.au

Located at the southern entrance
to Fremantle’s iconic Cappuccino
Strip, and next door to the Fremantle
Markets, The Old Synagogue has been
transformed into a world-class dining,
bar and entertainment precinct. Home
to four individual venues, it features
multi-storey modern Asian restaurant,
Tonic & Ginger; Mr Chapple’s, a scenic
rooftop bar focusing on WA craft beer;
a basement cocktail bar L’Chaim; and
The Arbor, a multi-level beer and wine
garden with an alfresco and rooftop
deck. Paying homage to its history
as a Jewish house of worship, the 117
year old heritage building was the first
synagogue built in WA.
theoldsynagogue.com.au

Tonic & Ginger at
The Old Synagogue,
Fremantle

The Raft (Perth)

The Royal Hotel (Perth)

Perth’s iconic Swan River has seen the
opening of its first permanent floating
venue. Catering for up to 250 people,
The Raft is a 445sqm event space
offering uninterrupted Perth city views,
with access available via a private
tender vessel. Permanently moored
on the Swan River, The Raft’s spacious
open deck features custom designed
furniture and a bar, with a drinks list
featuring local beers and wines from
Margaret River and the Perth Hills, and
catering provided by Heyder & Shears.

Built in 1882, The Royal Hotel reopened
its doors in November 2019 following
a major renovation driven by the man
behind The Standard in Northbridge,
John Parker. The original heart and
soul of Perth, the iconic corner pub –
located on Wellington and William
Streets, opposite Yagan Square – has
re-emerged as another great Australian
pub. Featuring a corner saloon on the
street level, two bars, a private dining
room, karaoke room, event/function
space, and wraparound verandah
overlooking Yagan Square on the first
level, the hotel’s history and charm
has been retained where possible,
with its floor to ceiling beams, wooden
floorboards and arched windows. Local
craft beers are complemented by a
selection of old-school brews including
Swan Draught – a nod to a time when
the building was owned by the iconic
Swan Brewery; and the menu is pub
food reimagined.

theraftperth.com.au
The Rechabite (Northbridge, Perth)
One of the founding buildings along the
William Street strip in Perth’s cultural
hub of Northbridge, the Rechabite Hall,
has been given a new lease of life. Once
a vibrant dance hall, The Rechabite –
which opened in November 2019 - is a
new entertainment and dining venue
spanning three storeys, and housing
multiple bars, restaurant and a rooftop
space, with views over Northbridge
and the city. Double Rainbow is the
venue’s bar and kitchen, led by head
chef Jesse Blake, formerly from Petition
Kitchen. At the basement level is the
underground bar Goodwill Club – where
a 25 metre cage lift takes patrons from
the basement to the rooftop. The fit-out
includes the stunning original staircase,
with many of the heritage elements in
the building maintained throughout.
therechabite.com.au

theroyalhotelperth.com.au/fleur/
Toast Face Grillah
(Margaret River, South West)
One of Perth’s favourite grilled-cheese
sandwich-makers, Toastface Grillah, has
recently expanded its offering into the
Margaret River region. The café is one
of the newest additions to Margaret
River town’s revamped main street.
The toastie and coffee makers have
also opened an additional venue in
Scarborough, adding to the existing
locations in Perth’s CBD and Wolf Lane
precinct.
facebook.com/ToastfaceGrillah/
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Vincent Wine (Northbridge, Perth)
Vincent Wine is a new Parisian-inspired
wine bar that opened on the top end of
William Street in Northbridge in January
2021. Featuring a street-facing courtyard,
a striking golden bar and an intimate
interior dining hall, the drinks menu
includes a range of French and Italian
winemakers, alongside quality Australian
wines, cocktails and gin and tonic on tap.
Head chef Andre Mahe, formerly of Must
Winebar, has created a French bistro style
menu featuring cheese and charcuterie,
steak tartare, chicken liver pate, baguettes
and butter, plus seasonal flavours
showcasing local produce.
vincentwine.com.au

The Raft, Perth

196

TOURISM WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Vincent Wine, Perth

The Ritz-Carton, Perth
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Discovery Rottnest Island

Quokka, Rottnest Island
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