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Latest product updates from Western Australia – May/June 2021 
 
WHAT’S HOT 
 
Stay Play Save in Perth with a meal and mystery tour 
West Australians have even more reason to Stay, Play and Save in the city this winter with a 
surprise tour or experience, and bonus meals added to a successful mid-week city 
accommodation deal. Stay, Play and Save round two will offer people a voucher for a city-
based tour or experience when they book a mid-week staycation at one of 40 participating 
hotels. The campaign also includes the offer of a $200 discount on a minimum $400 spend 
for a two-night stay at participating hotels, booked from Sunday to Thursday. As an added 
incentive, all eligible mid-week packages will feature either a breakfast or dinner voucher. 
Packages will also include a free voucher for a city-based tour such as a cruise on the Swan 
River, or a food and wine walking tour through the city, valued at a minimum of $150. To add 
an element of surprise and fun to the offer, the tour or experience will remain a 'mystery' until 
hotel check in. Bookings can be made from Monday May 31, until Sunday June 20, 2021 
with travel until the end of August 2021. 
 
Kylie Minogue visits Margaret River winery Howard Park 
Australian pop icon Kylie Minogue visited Margaret River recently to sample the region’s 
world-class wines for her recently launched wine label – Kylie Minogue Wines. Kylie stopped 
in at Howard Park winery, and toured the Allingham Vineyard with Jeff and Richard Burch, 
where the grapes for her 2019 Kylie Minogue Collection Margaret River Chardonnay are 
grown, and then crafted by Howard Park. 
 
"It was ‘love at first sip’ when I first tried the Howard Park Chardonnay so it was a real thrill 
to work with the extraordinary Burch family, Janice McDonald (Director of Winemaking) and 
the team on this wine," Kylie said. (source: @howardparkwines Instagram) 
 
Howard Park is a pioneering WA winery, proudly helmed by the Burch family, with a 30 year 
history, encompassing two generations, two wine regions and four vineyards. The 2019 Kylie 
Minogue Collection Margaret River Chardonnay will be launched across Australia in June 
this year. 
 
Bledisloe Cup returns to Perth 
One of the world’s biggest sporting events, the Bledisloe Cup, will return to Perth’s Optus 
Stadium on Saturday August 21, 2021 when the Australian Wallabies square off against the 
New Zealand All Blacks. This will be the only Bledisloe Test to be played on Australian soil 
this year, and the first time the Wallabies have played at Optus Stadium since the sell-out 
Bledisloe Cup match in 2019, which was the first ever in WA. Tickets for the Bledisloe Cup 
Test in Perth will go on general sale at 10am AWST on Wednesday June 9. 
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WA to welcome back State of Origin 
One of the nation’s greatest sporting rivalries, the National Rugby League (NRL) State of 
Origin, is set to return to Perth next year. Game II of the three-game series between the New 
South Wales Blues and the Queensland Maroons will be held at Perth’s state-of-the-art 
Optus Stadium in June 2022. WA first welcomed the iconic match in 2019, when the Blues 
claimed victory from the Maroons in front of a sold-out capacity crowd of more than 59,000 
people. The date for the June 2022 match and ticketing details will be announced later in the 
year. 
 
Northam to host hot air ballooning championships 
The skies of Northam in Perth’s Avon Valley will burst into colour with a stunning sea of hot 
air balloons, for two high-profile championships in 2021 and 2023. The Australian National 
Ballooning Championships will be held between August 30 and September 4, 2021, while 
the Women’s World Hot Air Ballooning Championships is scheduled for spring 2023. The 
Australian National Ballooning Championships is the only Australian competition where the 
highest-ranking Australian competitors are selected for the World Championships. The event 
will include the competitive Ballooning Championships and a ballooning festival that will 
activate Northam with balloon-themed events, including the spectacular Balloon Night Glow 
on August 28. The 2021 championships mark the fifth time the event has been hosted in the 
historic town. Located just over an hour drive from Perth, Northam is the perfect base to 
explore the Avon Valley, where hot air balloon tours are available from March to November. 
 
Bart Pigram’s songs & stories of Broome 
Bart Pigram, owner and operator of Narilijia Experiences in Broome, is hosting a series of 
free events at Matso’s Broome Brewery, overlooking Roebuck Bay in WA’s North West. Bart 
Pigram & Friends presents Voices of Broome allows guests to share in the songs and stories 
of Broome. As a proud Yawuru man, and one of the best storytellers in Broome, Bart will 
take guests on a journey through ancient and modern Yawuru culture, followed by a musical 
performance joined by his family and friends. The events will take place from 6pm to 8pm 
each Wednesday evening, from now until June 9, 2021. 
 
First international exhibition at WA Museum Boola Bardip – Ancient Greeks 
Compelling stories of victory and competition will be at the heart of a major new exhibition, 
Ancient Greeks: Athletes, Warriors and Heroes, opening at Perth’s new WA Museum Boola 
Bardip. The exhibition from the British Museum features around 180 extraordinary objects, 
with some of the pieces being toured in the Southern Hemisphere for the first time. Ancient 
Greeks: Athletes, Warriors and Heroes explores the spirit of competition that was prevalent 
in Ancient Greek society - in the fields of sport, arts, warfare and politics, and includes some 
of the finest examples of Greek armour, sculpture, jewellery and coins. The exhibition opens 
on June 20, 2021, with tickets available to purchase through the website. 
 
Annual whale migration begins 
This month marks the beginning of the annual whale migration in Western Australia, which is 
one of the longest in the world. From now until December, humpback, southern right and the 
rare blue whales can be spotted along WA’s coastline. Each year thousands of humpback 
whales will make their way from the feeding grounds of the Southern Ocean near Antarctica, 
to the South West region of WA, along the Coral Coast and up to the warmer waters of the 
Kimberley in WA’s North West, where they give birth.  
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The whales will then suckle their calves in the protected waters of Camden Sound Marine 
Park – located 300 kilometres north-east of Broome – where they will build up their strength 
for the journey back along WA’s coastline to Antarctica. Throughout the season, visitors can 
take a whale watching tour departing from Albany, the Margaret River region (Augusta, 
Busselton and Dunsborough), Esperance, Perth, Kalbarri, Geraldton, Shark Bay and 
Broome - while in Exmouth and Coral Bay, visitors can swim with the humpback whales. The 
swim with humpbacks experience generally runs from July to October, just off Ningaloo 
Reef. 
 
LIFESTYLE & CULTURE 
 
Discover Aboriginal culture and astronomy at Rottnest Island 
National award-winning Nyoongar guide Walter McGuire of Go Cultural Aboriginal Tours and 
Experiences will present a series of Dreamtime stories beneath the backdrop of the beautiful 
Wadjemup (Rottnest Island) night sky. Djindoon Djenung at Wadjemup, Nyoongar for 'look 
to the stars,' will take place at Rottnest Island’s North Thomson beach on June 11 and July 
2, starting at 5.15pm. The event will encompass Dreamtime stories that tell of the moon, the 
stars and the heavens, and will include a Welcome to Country followed by a traditional sand 
or water ceremony at the ocean’s edge to honour and pay respect to the Nyoongar 
ancestors before the storytelling begins. Guests will then be guided by Walter on an 
exploration of the night sky, concluding with a smoking ceremony. The events are free to 
attend, though guests are required to register their attendance as numbers are limited. 
 
Go Cultural’s special Perth tour series 
Go Cultural Aboriginal Tours and Experiences is running a series of special tours around 
Perth. The tours will allow locals, visitors and families to discover the fascinating Aboriginal 
history of Karrgatup (Kings Park), and Goomup (Elizabeth Quay), taking place on alternate 
Sundays throughout May and June. Wadjemup (Rottnest Island) Premium Experience tours, 
taking place on Saturdays, are also available for adults to discover the history of the island 
from an Aboriginal perspective, and explore the islands’ significance to Nyoongar people. 
The tours will run until June 20, with further information, including booking details, available 
on the WA Visitor Centre website. 
 
Perth to host 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup 
Perth has been officially selected as a host city for the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup. The 
world’s biggest sport will showcase Perth, with both matches and training to happen at 
Perth’s premium rectangle stadium – HBF Park. There will be 32 international teams 
competing in the 2023 tournament, held across Australia and New Zealand. The number of 
games Perth will host and scheduling details are expected to be confirmed in the coming 
months. 
 
Winter Village coming to Ice Cream Factory 
The Winter Village will be coming to Perth for the first time this year. The alpine-inspired 
winter wonderland will be open daily from May 28 to September 5, transforming the Ice 
Cream Factory in Northbridge into a 3,300 square metre winter wonderland, complete with 
an ice skating rink, an igloo village, daily snow showers and pop-up food and drink vendors 
serving comfort food.  
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After debuting in Melbourne in 2019, the Winter Village will bring its greatest hits to Perth as 
well as some new additions, including a new Brunch & Skate package, and the option to pre-
book private igloos and cabins with food and beverage packages available. 
 
Cabin Fever returns to Margaret River 
Cabin Fever will take over the Margaret River region in WA’s South West from July 16 to 25, 
showcasing the region’s wineries, breweries, seasonal produce and restaurants across the 
winter months. The 10-day festival will offer visitors to the region plenty of fire, food and fine 
tunes, with more than 30 experiences at a range of different venues from Busselton through 
to Margaret River. Guests can expect collaboration dinners with local and Perth-based 
chefs, long table lunches and winter wine walks. Further details on the program and ticket 
sales are available online. 
 
New festival celebrates Bunbury and Ferguson Valley 
Bunbury and the Ferguson Valley region in WA’s South West are set to host a new four-day 
festival this spring. Lost & Found – taking place from September 9 to 12 – invites visitors and 
locals to get lost in the bustling port city of Bunbury and the neighbouring Ferguson Valley, 
home to more than a dozen boutique wineries, two craft breweries and passionate chefs. 
Both regions will host a range of events, from long table dinners in barrel halls and rocking 
hoedowns, to vertical tastings, wine workshops, sparkling brunches and live music events at 
more than 20 venues. The full festival program is expected to be released in June, with 
further details available on the website. 
 
Scarborough Sunset Markets return to warm up winter 
The popular Scarborough Sunset Markets Winter Season will return to Perth’s Scarborough 
Beach on Saturday evenings (3pm to 8pm) from May 29 until October 30. Over 50 food vans 
and market stalls will warm up the winter months with a selection of global cuisines, local 
treats and handcrafted wares, and custom-made fire pits will be alight with marshmallows 
ready for roasting. Scarborough Beach, one of Perth’s most well-known coast precincts, is 
located an easy 15 minute drive from the CBD. 
 
FOOD & WINE 
 
Truffles Unearthed Series 
A series of events celebrating one of the world’s most luxurious ingredients, black truffles, is 
set to delight food lovers this winter. Truffles Unearthed will include dining events, cooking 
schools and demonstrations with top chefs taking place in Perth, the Margaret River region 
and the heart of Australian truffle country, the Southern Forests, from June to August. The 
culinary event will see the return of WA native, Matt Stone (Greenhouse, Future Food 
System), and cooking in WA for the first time will be Ben Ing (former head chef of Noma in 
Copenhagen). The full program of events can be found on the WA Good Food Guide 
website, with tickets to new events added weekly. Manjimup, in WA’s Southern Forests, is 
Australia’s largest producer of black truffle. 
 
Monkey Bar opens in Vasse 
The Busselton suburb of Vasse in the Margaret River region has recently welcomed the 
opening of Monkey Bar Vasse. The industrial-themed venue also houses the production 
facility for Cheeky Monkey Brewing Co. – one of the region’s much-loved breweries. The 
casual bar menu offers a selection of pizzas, alongside the complete range of Cheeky 
Monkey Brewing Co. specialty beers, and local wines. 
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Shelter Brewing releases Squid Ink Beer 
Shelter Brewing, which opened on the Busselton foreshore in WA’s Margaret River region in 
November 2020, has released its first limited release beer – the Squid Ink XXPA. Inspired by 
head brewer Jason Credaro’s childhood experiences catching squid in Geographe Bay and 
off the Busselton Jetty, the squid ink gives the beer a smoky red haze, similar to the dusky 
sunset sky experienced whilst squidding, with the squid ink adding a briny character to the 
crisp, juicy beer. The Squid Ink XXPA is available at Shelter, and to purchase from select 
bars and bottle shops. 
 
International Awards for regional distilleries 
Limeburners Distillery, located in Albany in WA’s South West and part of the Great 
Southern Distilling Company, has taken home two gold medals at the San Francisco World 
Spirits Competition. Awarded to the Limeburners Single Malt Whisky Directors Cut – Peated 
Port and Limeburners Single Malt Whisky Port Cask Strength, both whiskies have taken 
home various accolades over the past few years, and are available to purchase online, or at 
the Limeburners Distillery cellar door. 
 
In the Coral Coast region, Illegal Tender Rum Co – located in the coastal town of Dongara 
– has gone back-to-back the World Rum Awards 2021. The Distillers’ Cut took home the 
world’s best rum in the Column Still Category 5 years & under style for the second year in a 
row – which is the best rum made using a column distillation method. 
 
Two new secret bars open in Northbridge 
The secret is out on two new hidden bars that have recently opened in Perth’s cultural hub of 
Northbridge. 
 
In the Chinatown precinct, Toots is a new secret disco bar, dance club and eatery within a 
secret bar – which requires a password on entry – where visitors will be thrown back to the 
glam disco era of the ‘70s. Another project for hospitality heavyweight Clint Nolan, the man 
behind other popular venues such as Alabama Song, Joe’s Juice Joint and Henry Summer, 
the menu will feature retro Australian-Italian inspired cooking and throwback ‘80s cocktails. 
 
Convenients is a secret bar and live music venue hidden within a fully functioning 
convenience store, located across from the Northbridge Piazza. Guests will step through a 
fake fridge door to enter the 120-capacity speakeasy, which also serves up a range of late-
night signature burgers, and local beers from Feral Brewing. 
 
Old Faithful opens in Fremantle 
One of Perth’s more popular barbecue restaurants, Old Faithful Bar & BBQ, has opened a 
second venue in the port city of Fremantle. Located in a 130-year-old heritage building 
(originally a liquor merchant), the new 200-capacity basement bar and restaurant features 32 
beer taps featuring local WA brews, rare whiskies, and an expanded food menu of smoked 
meats and sides, plus burgers, sandwiches and meat platters. The venue features multiple 
areas for patrons to enjoy, including a cosy bar, open beer hall and laneway-style seating. 
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TOURS, ATTRACTIONS AND ACCOMMODATION 
 
Boat tours recommence at Danggu Geikie Gorge 
Boat tours down the ancient Danggu Geikie Gorge, carved out by the Fitzroy River in WA’s 
Kimberley region, have now recommenced for the 2021 season. Visitors can jump on-board 
the purpose-built vessel - which seats 88 guests - to experience the wonders of Danguu 
Geikie Gorge National Park, with Parks and Wildlife Service rangers provide an insight into 
the wildlife, geology and cultural significance of the region. The 12-metre vessel, Ms Casey 
Ross, was named after the late matriarchal leader of the Danggu clan, the traditional owners 
of Danggu Geikie National Park. Designed in consultation with the Bunuba people, the 
vessel’s artwork features hand-painted freshwater crocodiles, sawfish, red-tailed black 
cockatoos and brolgas. Bookings for the boat tours can be made through the Parks and 
Wildlife website. Danggu Geike Gorge is located around 20 kilometres from the Kimberley 
town of Fitzroy Crossing, which is on the highway between Broome and Kununurra. 
 
New wildlife conservation tour in Exmouth 
Echidna Walkabout, in partnership with Exmouth Dive & Whalesharks, are set to launch a 
new conservation tour in Exmouth on WA’s Coral Coast in March 2022. Guests will have a 
hands-on experience on-board the eight-day Island Birds and Whale Sharks tour, as they 
assist with wildlife surveys across a rarely visited island chain at Ningaloo Reef, swim with 
whale sharks, count endangered rock-wallabies and cruise Exmouth Gulf searching for 
dugongs. The work will assist with helping whale shark numbers to thrive. For more 
information and to book, visit Echidna Walkabout’s website. 
Exmouth Dive & Whaleshark have also recently acquired a new vessel. Blue Strike is a 
dedicated whale shark and humpback whale swim vessel, offering a walk-around bow, two 
day-beds, more viewing options for guests and an easy access swim platform. 
 
New Samphire Rottnest trail retreat 
The Hike Collective, a Perth-based tour company offering locals and visitors guided tours of 
some of Perth’s best hiking trails, has just launched a new Samphire Rottnest Trail Retreat. 
The three-day, two-night experience offers guests the opportunity to encounter the 
attractions that make Rottnest Island such an iconic WA destination. The retreat includes 
two nights, twin-share accommodation at the new Samphire Rottnest, along with gourmet 
lunches, bespoke dining experiences, an evening cocktail masterclass, and a long table 
banquet at the resort’s signature restaurant, Lontara. The new tour will form part of the Hike 
Collective’s Signature Trail Retreat Collection. The three-day all-inclusive retreat starts from 
$1,195, departing on June 27, 2021. 
 
EVENTS  
 
DENMARK FESTIVAL OF VOICE 
June 4 to 6 | Denmark | WA’s South West 
A celebration of the power and beauty of the human voice, the Denmark Festival of Voice 
features community concerts and workshops. It brings together local and national artists 
performing acapella and accompanied by choirs, ensembles and groups.  
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LEONORA GOLDEN GIFT 
June 5 to 6 | Leonora | WA’s Golden Outback 
The Leonora Golden Gift is a weekend filled with family-friendly activities centred on the 
running of Australia's richest mile running race, the Elite Mile. Held in the small outback town 
of Leonora in WA’s Golden Outback, Australia's best middle distance runners will battle it out 
on the dusty main street of Leonora for the coveted title. Along with athletic events for the 
whole family, the weekend will include concerts, fireworks, kid’s entertainment and activities, 
a racing carnival, fashions on the field and markets.   
 
A TASTE OF BROOME 
June 25 to 26 | Broome | WA’s North West 
Celebrate the rich heritage and diverse cultures in the Kimberley pearling town of Broome with 
a multi-arts, culinary and cultural festival. Held once a month during Broome’s peak tourism 
season, the event combines dance and music with film and storytelling to tell the story of the 
Broome region and celebrate its rich history. The Goolarri Amphitheatre will transform into a 
miniature old Broome – with arts, crafts and cuisine capturing the sights, sounds and smells 
of the past.  
 
TRUFFLE KERFUFFLE 
June 25 to 27 | Manjimup | WA’s South West 
The annual Truffle Kerfuffle is a weekend long celebration of Manjimup’s famous black 
truffles and the region’s local produce. Held at the beginning of truffle season in WA’s South 
West, festival goers will enjoy interactive and hands on experiences. Join truffle hunters and 
their truffle dogs to search for prized truffles, visit the festival village to meet the producers 
and get a taste of the region, or get a truffle fix at a range of exclusive dining events. The 
region is the largest producer of black truffle in the Southern Hemisphere. 
trufflekerfuffle.com.au 
 
CINEFEST OZ 
August 25 to 29 | Busselton | WA’s South West 
Set against the stunning backdrop of WA’s South West region, the CinefestOZ Film 
Festival is set to return in 2021. The festival will continue to champion West Australian and 
Australian stories and film through an original program of almost 40 live events and 
screenings; including feature films, short film curations, Cinesnaps school program 
activations and community screenings.  
 
BLEDISLOE CUP 
August 21 | Optus Stadium | Perth 
Witness one of the biggest rivalries in world sport live at Optus Stadium, when the Australian 
Wallabies take on the All Blacks, as WA hosts its second Bledisloe Cup fixture. 
 
SHINJU MATSURI 
August 28 to September 5| Broome | WA’s North West 
Broome’s Shinju Matsuri (festival of the pearl) will return to the tropical pearling town in 
2021. The event is a celebration of the diverse cultures that have come together in Broome 
over the past century for pearls; Japanese, Malaysian, Chinese and Aboriginal. Signature 
events include the Floating Lantern Matsuri on August 28, iconic Sunset Long Table 
Dinner at Cable Beach on September 4, and the Chinatown Feast on September 1. Full 
programming details and tickets for the event are on sale now. 
 

https://www.leonoragoldengift.com/
http://goolarri.com/atob/#home
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https://shinjumatsuri.com.au/
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MARGARET RIVER REGION OPEN STUDIO 
September 11 to 26 | Margaret River region | WA’s South West 
The Margaret River Region Open Studios event allows visitors and art enthusiasts to have 
the rare chance to visit private art studios in the region and meet established and emerging 
artists for a unique behind-the-scenes creative experience. With the annual event now taking 
place over spring, art lovers will also be able to enjoy the colourful displays of wildflowers in 
the region. 
 
SHORE LEAVE FESTIVAL 
September 24 to 27 | Geraldton | WA’s Coral Coast 
The inaugural Shore Leave festival will take over the Coral Coast city of Geraldton, 
showcasing the region’s seafood, culture and adventure. The festival will offer a jam-packed 
program of events including seafood markets, a long-table Abrolhos Islands dining 
experience, walking tours and family-friendly activities. Foodies will also enjoy celebrating 
the Mid-West region’s premium produce, including the internationally-renowned western rock 
lobster, as well as other local seafood, meat, fruit, vegetables, grains and beverages. 
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